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COMMENTARY CORNER:  “EVANGELISM AMONG UNLIKELY PROSPECTS: 

CONVERTING RELIGIOUS LEADERS”  “Whom they set before the apostles: and when 
they had prayed, they laid their hands on them. And the word of God increased; and the 
number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company of the priests were 
obedient to the faith” (Acts 6:6-7).  

J esus expected the gospel to reach every-
body.  He did speak, however, in terms 

of the difficulty of some obeying the gos-
pel.  Perhaps best known was his teaching 
related to the rich.  He informed His dis-
ciples that it would be easier for a camel 
to go through the eye of a needle, than it 
would be for a rich man to enter the king-
dom of God (Luke 18:25).  This baffled 
those who heard Jesus.  They asked who 
then could be saved (Luke 18:26).  Jesus 
assured that what is impossible with man 
is possible with God (Luke 18:27). 

Salvation is dependent on God’s ac-
tion in the hearts and minds of men and 
women.  In the gospel of Luke, it is prob-
ably not incidental that Luke gives record 
of a chief publican who was rich becom-
ing host to Jesus (Luke 19:1-5).   And 
while onlookers accused Jesus of going to 
be guest with a sinner, the sinner, Zac-
chaeus heard Jesus say, “This day is salva-
tion come to this house, forsomuch as he 
also is a son of Abraham” (Luke 19:7-9).  
It may have been impossible in the minds 
of the people for the rich to be saved, but 
Jesus proved that what is impossible with 
man is possible with God.  Jesus comes to 
seek and to save the lost, and that is every-
body (Luke 19:10).  

Like the people in Jesus’s day, we 
have people today who believe that there 
are some people who cannot be saved, 
that it is a waste of time teaching them, 
people who even if they did obey, they 
would not obey in great numbers.  Let us 
examine one other Bible episode before 
proceeding.   

Some of the chief opponents to Jesus 
were the priests.  Matthew records, “From 
that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his 
disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, 

and suffer many things of the elders and chief 
priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised 
again the third day” (Matthew 16:21).  Not 
only would Jesus suffer at the hands of 
leading priests, but they were also the 
ones displeased about the people shout-
ing, “Hosanna” as Jesus entered Jerusa-
lem (Matthew 21:15).   

The chief priests bargained with Ju-
das Iscariot for Judas to betray Jesus 
(Matthew 26:14), and then used the mon-
ey Judas returned to bury him (Matthew 
27:6; Acts 1:16–20).  The chief priests 
were also implicated in their insistence 
that the people ask for the release of Bar-
abbas instead of Jesus (Matthew 27:20).  
It is a lesson itself to reflect on the truth 
that the leaders among the priests were 
some of the most vocal against the Son of 
God. Would it be possible that even these 
could be converted by the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 

The ministry of the priests would not 
be relevant after the once and for all sacri-
fice of Jesus Christ.  Their daily offering 
of lambs, providing oil for lamps, and 
attending to daily incense would all go 
away with the death, burial, and resurrec-
tion of Jesus.  There were new daily tasks 
for the people of God.  The apostles were 
involved in the ministries of prayer and 
preaching the word (Acts 6:4).  The disci-
ples continued daily in the temple and 
from house to house, fellowshipping, in 
one accord, eating their meat with glad-
ness and singleness of heart (Acts 2:42-
46).  Eventually, there was the ministry of 
seeing to various needs of widows, and 
this ministration became a daily event 
(Acts 6:2).  This was not daily priest activi-
ty; it was daily church life.  

We do note, however, that even 

when there are bustling activities, multi-
plied numbers, and the preaching of the 
word taking place, there is the possibility 
of negligence in some area of church 
work.  How to handle areas of neglect is 
demonstrated in this story of the apostles 
engaging the church to choose from 
among themselves men who could be 
appointed over the business of ministry to 
the widows (Acts 6:3).  

The reader is impressed with the will-
ingness of the believers to follow the in-
structions of the apostles, rather than in-
sisting on bickering about the widows.   It 
is equally enlightening to witness their 
adherence to what the apostles were look-
ing for in the men who would be appoint-
ed.  The apostles instructed that there be 
seven men selected, men of honest re-
port, the Holy Ghost, and wisdom.  The 
disciples chose men fitting the number 
and description.  Luke records they chose 
seven and begins with Stephen, a man 
full of faith and the Holy Ghost, along 
with six others (Acts 6:5). After the peo-
ple selected the men, the apostles ap-
pointed them by laying hands on them. 

Who were these men selected and 
appointed?  Some say that they were the 
first deacons of the church.  Others have 
pointed to the fact that they must have 
shown leadership skills to be recognized 
by the believers.  We know that they were 
appointed over the business of minister-
ing to the widows.  The activity, however, 
they become known for is preaching and 
teaching, they were early evangelists in the 
church (Acts 6:8–15, Acts 8:4–5, Acts 
21:8).  Stephen preaches and teaches, and 
Philip is called an evangelist. 
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2020 THEME: “To Him Be Glory In The Church, By Christ Jesus...” (Ephesians 3:21) 

With Deepest  
Sympathy 

We wish to express our 

deepest sympathy to brother 

and sister Jefferson R. Caruthers Jr. and 

family in the passing of brother Caruthers’ 

baby sister, Deadre Caruthers-Spruill; 

brother and sister Michael Mash Sr.

(Chava), brother Biko Caruthers, brother 

and sister Joshua Caruthers, sisters Car-

men and Hayley Caruthers, and brothers 

Joel and Jonas Caruthers in the loss of 

their aunt. Also to brother Jarvis Spruill 

and family in the loss of his wife, and to 

sister Mabel Caruthers loss of her daugh-

ter. May God continue to comfort and 

keep them during this time. 

      Also our condolences go out to broth-

er and sister Eric Nelson in the loss of 

Tamika’s grandmother. May God contin-

ue to be with them during their time of 

bereavement. 

3rd  Isiah Black; 5th Shanita Green; 8th Cur-
tis Conner, Dorris Jones, Marion Wof-
ford; 9th Kendahl Adkins, Dawn Jones, 
Braxton King;10th Keshia Holmes; 11th 

Elliot Thompson; 12th Winfred Moten; 
15th James Cherry, Leroy Nelson, Shagail 
Reed; 17th, Juwan Huey; 18th Sonya Iz-
zard;19th  Marciano Mash, Kiara McNair; 
21st, Robert Jones; 22nd Beverly Crim, 
William Scott; 23rd Valeria Ford; 24th, 
Jackie Williams; 25th Bobby Roebuck, 
Liam Pilson; 26th Garrin McNair, Tiffany 
Seawright; 27th Willie M. Cherry; 28th 
Christina Barksdale, Janet Ervin; 30th 

Lleyton Pilson 

(43Years) Bernard & Beverly Wallace - 4th 
(16 Years) Eric & Tamika Nelson - 19th 
(34 Years) William & Lillie Holmes - 28th 
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Keep Reading! For any additional in-

formation please contact sister Felecia 

Caruthers at (336) 575-2972. 

   

YOUTH SUNDAYYOUTH SUNDAYYOUTH SUNDAY   

VA Medical Centers expect to resume in-person exams in the 
next couple of weeks. If you are scheduled for an exam they 
will contact you and inform you if your exam will be in-person 
or virtual. For a list of VA centers that have re-opened by zip 
code go to benefits.va.gov/benefits.  

http://benefits.va.gov/benefits


PRAY THAT GOD LEADS US TO SOULS TO SAVE TODAY & THROUGH THIS WEEK 

    RESPONSIVE READING 
   1 John 5:21;  2 John 1:1–5 

READER: Little children, keep yourselves from 
idols. Amen. 

CHURCH: The elder unto the elect lady and her 
children, whom I love in the truth; and not I only, but 
also all they that have known the truth; 

READER: For the truth's sake, which dwelleth in us, 
and shall be with us for ever. 

CHURCH: Grace be with you, mercy, and peace, 
from God the Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Son of the Father, in truth and love. 

READER: I rejoiced greatly that I found of thy 
children walking in truth, as we have received a 
commandment from the Father. 

UNISON: And now I beseech thee, lady, not as 
though I wrote a new commandment unto thee, but that 
which we had from the beginning, that we love one 
another. 

PRAYER 
Father in heaven, we seek Your guidance and we walk 
in truth. Help us ever to love one another. In the name 
of Jesus, we pray, Amen. 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

8:00 A.M 
SONG LEADER James Gadson      

SERMON Jefferson R. Caruthers Jr.  

10:00 A.M. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS          Adolphus Coplin    

INVOCATION        Curtis Conner  

SONG DIRECTOR   Adolphus Coplin 

SCRIPTURE    Isiah Black    

RESPONSIVE READING        Timothy Pilson  

PRAYER        Javar Jones   

SERMON   Jefferson R. Caruthers Jr. 

OFFERING   George McNair       

LORD’S SUPPER   Reginald Nichols 

CLOSING PRAYER        Braxton King 

GUESTS PRESENTATION

COMMUNION REFLECTION 
(JOHN 10:23) 

And Jesus walked in the temple in Solomon’s 
porch. 

USHERS 

Bro. Jefferson Caruthers Jr., sis. Athenia Pouncey, sis. 
Francine Thomas, bro. Juan Williams, bro. Roy 
Oliphant, bro. Artis Rucker, sis. Alfreda Howell, sis. 
Sherry Woods, bro. Reginald Nichols, bro. Richard 

 SHEPHERD ON CALL FOR  JUNE   

Brother John Foxworth 
(336) 918-6359

PRAYER REQUEST 

OUR SICK AND SHUT-IN 

sis. Gloria Brown, sis. Beverly Crim, 
bro. Frank W. Dulin, bro. Alvin 
Eaton, sis. Paula Evans, sis. Magda-
lene Fleming, bro. Barry Harper, sis. 
Dorris Jones, bro. Amos Lewis, bro. 

Leroy Nelson, sis. Martha Reynolds, sis. Mattie 
Richardson   

 EVENING USHERS 
Braxton King A. J. Crim 

Tahjmel Brim Kobe Williams 

Andrew Jackson Bernard Wallace 

James Cherry Todd Woods 

Curtis Conner Tahjmel Brim 

Javar Jones Sean Penn 

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-John-5-21/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-John-5-21/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/2-John-1-1/
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SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 

BAPTISMAL TEAM 

Bro. Anthony Clinton 
Bro. Thomas Loyd, Sr.  
Bro. George McNair 
Bro. Walter Weathers. Jr. 

ZONES 
ZONE #1 Capt. Bro. J. Wilson (661-1312) 
ZONE #4 Co-Capt. Bro. B. Terry (720-9694) 
ZONE #5 Capt. Bro. J. Gadson (650-9693) 

     Co-Capt. Bro. A. Rucker (924-5696) 
ZONE #7 Capt. Bro. J. Foxworth (924-5029)  

      Co-Capt. Bro R. Oliphant (765-3105) 
ZONE #8 Capt. Bro. R. March (727-0052) 

Radio Broadcast Stations 
 Sundays @ 7:30 A.M. 
  Thursdays @ 3 P.M. 

  1340 AM 
 1400 AM 
 103.5 FM 

YOU CAN BE SAVED YOU CAN BE SAVED YOU CAN BE SAVED 

TODAY!TODAY!TODAY!   
   To be saved today, you must 
hear the gospel (Romans 
10:17; Acts 15:7).  You must 
believe the gospel that assures 
us salvation through Jesus 
who is the risen Lord (Romans 
10:9, 10).  You must be willing 
to turn your life over to God 
through repentance (Acts 
17:30; Romans 2:4).  Those 
willing to live for God through 
repentance are ready for 
confession (Romans 10:9,10). 
  The person who confesses is 
baptized into Christ (Romans 
6:3, 4; Galatians 3:27).  In 
baptism, the believer is 
washed, sanctified, and 
justified (1 Corinthians 6:11).  
Christ saves the baptized 
person in baptism (1 Peter 
3:21). 
  If you believe that Jesus died 
for you and was resurrected, if 
you will repent and confess, 
then you can be baptized into 
Christ and be saved.  Come to 
Jesus today! 

SUNDAY 
Early Morning Worship……………....8 A.M. 
Bible School…………………….. …...9 A.M. 
Morning Worship…………………....10 A.M. 
Evening Worship………………….6:30 P.M. 

WEDNESDAY-MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY 
11 A.M. & 7 P.M. 

MENS’ & LADIES’ BIBLE CLASS 
5 P.M. (2nd & 4th Sunday) 

(September-May) 

MEETINGS & MINISTRIES 
Teachers’ Meeting……………………... …..9 A.M. 

(1st Saturday) 

Clothing Bank………………….…10 A.M.-12 P.M. 
(1st Saturday) 

Youth Fellowship Meeting……………. ….10 A.M. 
(2nd Saturday) 

Husbands & Fathers’ Support Group… ...10 A.M. 
(3rd Saturday) 

Young Adult Ministry……………………  6:30 P.M. 
(3rd Friday) 

WORSHIP TO THE 

SICK & SHUT-IN   

FOR THE MONTH OF JUNE 

Brother James Gadson 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP 
7th Diane Foxworth/Veronica Sides 

14th Kendra Scott/Tiffany Seawright 
21st Cynthia Judge 
28th Chanel Foxworth/Leah Adkins & 
Daughters 

NURSERY DUTY 
7th  - Not Scheduled 
14th - Not Scheduled 
21st -Not Scheduled 
28th - Not Scheduled 

GREETERS 
Mary Terry 

      COMMUNION PREPARERS 
Mary Terry 

BAPTISMAL COMMITTEE 
Diane Foxworth/Diane Blakely 

Wendy Thomas  

COMMENTARY CORNER 

     The faith and power manifested in 
the lives of the preachers, teachers, and 
evangelists, Stephen and Philip, might 
have made an impression on men whose 
lives were about ministry before the 
Lord.  It was in this context that we read 
of an unlikely group of men obeying the 
gospel.  We read of a great company of 
the priests in Jerusalem becoming obedi-
ent to the faith (Acts 6:7). 

Who would have concluded during 
the days of Jesus that the very men lead-
ing in attacks, persecution, and disbelief 
would eventually confess faith and come 
to Jesus in great numbers?  What seems 

impossible to men is possible with God.  
Thank God for the faith of the believers 
who continued to progress as the church 
to the point that others desired to know 
its teaching, its power, its confession. 

God is able today.  We look at those 
opposed to the faith, those whose daily 
and weekly tasks is religious work, those 
who through family heritage are associat-
ed with various faiths, and we conclude 
that evangelism will not be effective.  
God knows the possibilities.  

The church must remain faithful.  It 
must learn to see as God does.  It must 
believe in the power of the gospel.  It 
must know that even men like priests, 
pastors, prophets, bishops, reverends, 

holy doctors, and leading women can be 
touched by the power of the gospel.  
And while considering these religious 
leaders.  Let us not neglect those who are 
nearest to us: parents, children, nieces, 
nephews, in-laws, cousins and neighbors. 

Consider that God has so structured 
the church that it is able to nourish it-
self, being built up in Christ, being a 
witness to the community, and so work-
ing with the power of God that great 
numbers of men and women, even lead-
ing religious persons, can come to the 
faith (Ephesians 4:16).   Pray that we stay 
attentive to the ministry and task of 
preaching and teaching the word, expect-
ing that all can be saved. 


