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COMMENTARY CORNER:  “Evangelism Undeterred Through Fear of the 
Lord and Comfort of the Holy Spirit” “Which when the brethren knew, they brought 
him down to Caesarea, and sent him forth to Tarsus. Then had the churches rest throughout all 
Judaea and Galilee and Samaria, and were edified; and walking in the fear of the Lord, and in 
the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multiplied” (Acts 9:30–31).”  

J esus informs and directs the apostles 
with the words, “But ye shall receive power, 

after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and 
ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost part of the earth” (Acts 1:8).  The 
work of evangelism begins with the posi-
tion and work of Jesus Christ.  He directs 
the activities of the church as Head of the 
body (Ephesians 1:22–23).  In addition, the 
Father sends the Holy Spirit, in Jesus’ 
name, to be active in the lives of the apos-
tles and the church (John 14:26).  With 
Jesus and the Holy Spirit directing and 
leading, the people of God are to go as far 
as the uttermost parts of the world.  It was 
by way of the fear of the Lord and the com-
fort of the Holy Spirit that the first century 
churches multiplied (Acts 9:31).  
     What a difference the work of Jesus 
makes!  What power there is in knowing 
that the Holy Spirit is present in the lives of 
God’s children!  How different the 
church’s witness is when it is informed by 
the presence and work of God.  The 
church is not left to itself to fulfill Jesus’ 
command to go into all the world; the pow-
er of heaven is companion to those who 
walk to please God. 
      The church is no group of people aban-
doned to fend for itself.  The church is no 
gathering of believers absent of the pres-
ence of Jesus.  The church is no assembly of 
worshippers whose praise has no God to 
receive it.  The church is filled with the 
presence of the Father, Son, and Holy Spir-
it. The church is protected by the Father 
who loves. The church is redeemed, sancti-
fied, and justified by the Savior who sacri-
fices.  The church is empowered by the 
Holy Spirit who comforts.    
     The church is itself spiritual.  It wor-
ships in spirit and in truth.  It recognizes 

that God is Spirit.  It acknowledges that the 
Spirit of Christ is theirs lest they not be 
counted as the people of God (Romans 
8:9).  It flourishes when the Holy Spirit  is 
companion through every difficulty. These 
are the truths that resulted in the contin-
ued additions to the people of God and 
multiplication of their numbers through-
out Judea, Galilee, and Samaria. And while 
the church endeavored to celebrate within 
and to be accepted by its community, it was 
more important to be pleasing to God. 
     It is popular with church goers today to 
envision a church that is accepted in the 
city, whose preachers are popular, whose 
people are desired, whose mission is joined, 
and within which there are few difficulties.  
Reading heaven’s record, however, will 
leave the believer with a far different im-
pression of the challenges needing to be 
met as the church grows. 
     It is important to know the record if the 
church is going to discover when and how 
it can be successful in evangelism and 
growth.  It is important to know the truth, 
to avoid coming to conclusions about what 
is most effective in bringing people to God.  
It is important to know the obstacles, to 
protect itself from depression and disillu-
sion.  
     There were seasons of joy during the 
first days and years of the church.  But 
there were also battles to be fought.  Win-
ning these battles was as integral to the pro-
gress of the church as was the preaching of 
the gospel.  Defection from these battles, by 
those on the front line, would have result-
ed in a hampered progression of the 
church of Christ.  
     The church’s growth continued through 
Judea, Samaria, and Galilee, all areas where 
Jesus taught, and the primary territories of 

the first evangelistic activities.  Its progres-
sion, though, did meet with resistance.  
And it was resistance that resulted in what 
believers would rather not face.   
     Who would want his faith to include 
the possibility of imprisonment because he 
believes the truth?  What mother would 
want to risk separation from her child be-
cause she confessed faith in Jesus Christ?  
Where are the parents who would welcome 
the news that their son had been martyred 
because he challenged religious leaders?  
But these were all realities that first century 
believers endured.   
      One of the leading antagonists and 
fiercest opponents to the faith was a young 
man whose name was Saul.  He studied at 
the feet of Gamaliel, advanced above many 
his equals, and possessed incomparable zeal 
(Acts 22:3–4; Galatians 1:13–14).  He 
made it his great commission to go wherev-
er he could and haul both men and women 
into prison, even encouraging death for the 
believers. 
     His reputation preceded him.  When 
Ananias in Damascus was told to go to 
him, he admitted that he had heard of this 
man and his persecutions (Acts 9:13).  
When Saul attempted to be with the disci-
ples in Jerusalem, his reputation caused the 
church to be fearful of receiving him (Acts 
9:26).  And since Saul’s persecutions were 
so well known in Jerusalem, Jesus sent him 
far away; knowing that would make him 
more effective (Acts 22:21).  
    The church was persecuted by Saul.  
Could it be expected to grow?  Should 
Jesus be forsaken?  Was there not hope of 
comfort from the Holy Spirit?   
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2020 THEME: “To Him Be Glory In The Church, By Christ Jesus...” (Ephesians 3:21) 

 2nd, Teresa Love; 4th, Ellis Rice; 5th An-
thony Clinton, Bernard Wallace: 7th An-
drew Jackson; 8th Jerry Evans; 9th Carol 
Lynn Reynolds; 11th Justin Curry,  Patricia 
I. Johnson; 12th Joseph Crim; 14th Karsyn 
King; 17th Elijah Gibbs; 18th Denise Gar-
ner, Brinay Simon; 20th, Lisa Jones; 21st 
Laura Bellanger, 22nd Devonda Holmes; 
24th Tenisha Taylor; 29th Carol McDow-
ell; 30th Diane Blakely 

50 years  Artis & Theresa Rucker - 3rd 
20 years  Reginald & Annette Nichols - 4th 
19 years  Andrew & Geraldine Jackson - 7th 
27 years  Douglas & Yolonda Crim - 17th 
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Keep Reading! For any additional in-

formation please contact sister Felecia 

Caruthers at (336) 575-2972. 

Veterans and their beneficiaries now have additional options 
for receiving VA benefits via direct deposit, as well as access to 
financial services at participating banks. For additional infor-
mation go to benefits.va.gov/Benefit.  

http://benefits.va.gov/Benefit


PRAY THAT GOD LEADS US TO SOULS TO SAVE TODAY & THROUGH THIS WEEK 

    RESPONSIVE READING 
2 John 1:12; 3 John 1:4 

READER: Having many things to write unto you, I 
would not write with paper and ink: but I trust to come 
unto you, and speak face to face, that our joy may be 
full. 

CHURCH: The children of thy elect sister greet 
thee. Amen. 

READER: The elder unto the wellbeloved Gaius, 
whom I love in the truth. 

CHURCH: Beloved, I wish above all things that 
thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul 
prospereth. 

READER: For I rejoiced greatly, when the brethren 
came and testified of the truth that is in thee, even as 
thou walkest in the truth. 

UNISON: I have no greater joy than to hear that my 
children walk in truth.  

PRAYER 
Father in heaven, we pray that the truth remain in us, 
that we walk in truth, and that we cause others to joy 
by our faithfulness to truth. In the name of Jesus, we 
pray, Amen. 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

8:00 A.M 
SONG LEADER        Roy Oliphant    

SERMON Jefferson R. Caruthers Jr.  

10:00 A.M. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  Joseph Wilson        

INVOCATION Artis Rucker       

SONG DIRECTOR Adolphus Coplin     

SCRIPTURE  George McNair       

RESPONSIVE READING        Jarvar Jones 

PRAYER         Walter Weathers Jr.      

SERMON   Jefferson R. Caruthers Jr. 
OFFERING Isiah Black

LORD’S SUPPER Bernard Terry 

CLOSING PRAYER James Gadson 

GUESTS PRESENTATION

COMMUNION REFLECTION
(JOHN 10:25) 

Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believe not: the 
works that I do in my Father’s name, they bear witness 
of me. 

USHERS 

Sis. Linda Burgess  
Sis. Carol Weathers 

 SHEPHERD ON CALL FOR  JULY   

Brother Walter Weathers Jr. 
(336) 785-2520

PRAYER REQUEST 

OUR SICK AND SHUT-IN 

sis. Gloria Brown, sis. Beverly Crim, 
bro. Frank W. Dulin, bro. Alvin 
Eaton, sis. Paula Evans, sis. Magda-
lene Fleming, bro. Barry Harper, sis. 
Dorris Jones, bro. Amos Lewis, bro. 
Leroy Nelson, sis. Martha Reynolds, 

sis. Mattie Richardson 

 EVENING USHERS 
Braxton King A. J. Crim 

Tahjmel Brim Kobe Williams 

Andrew Jackson Bernard Wallace 

Todd Woods James Cherry 

Cutis Conner Tahjmel Brim 

Javar Jones Sean Penn 
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SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 

BAPTISMAL TEAM 

Bro. Anthony Clinton 
Bro. Thomas Loyd, Sr.  
Bro. George McNair 
Bro. Walter Weathers. Jr.  

ZONES 
ZONE #1 Capt. Bro. J. Wilson (661-1312) 
ZONE #4 Co-Capt. Bro. B. Terry (720-9694) 
ZONE #5 Capt. Bro. J. Gadson (650-9693) 
                Co-Capt. Bro. A. Rucker (924-5696) 
ZONE #7 Capt. Bro. J. Foxworth (924-5029)  
                 Co-Capt. Bro R. Oliphant (765-3105) 
ZONE #8 Capt. Bro. R. March (727-0052) 

Radio Broadcast Stations 
 Sundays @ 7:30 A.M.  
  Thursdays @ 3 P.M. 
        1340 AM 
       1400 AM 
       103.5 FM 

YOU CAN BE SAVED YOU CAN BE SAVED YOU CAN BE SAVED 

TODAY!TODAY!TODAY!   
   To be saved today, you must 
hear the gospel (Romans 
10:17; Acts 15:7).  You must 
believe the gospel that assures 
us salvation through Jesus 
who is the risen Lord (Romans 
10:9, 10).  You must be willing 
to turn your life over to God 
through repentance (Acts 
17:30; Romans 2:4).  Those 
willing to live for God through 
repentance are ready for 
confession (Romans 10:9,10). 
  The person who confesses is 
baptized into Christ (Romans 
6:3, 4; Galatians 3:27).  In 
baptism, the believer is 
washed, sanctified, and 
justified (1 Corinthians 6:11).  
Christ saves the baptized 
person in baptism (1 Peter 
3:21). 
  If you believe that Jesus died 
for you and was resurrected, if 
you will repent and confess, 
then you can be baptized into 
Christ and be saved.  Come to 
Jesus today! 

SUNDAY 
Early Morning Worship……………....8 A.M. 
Bible School…………………….. …...9 A.M. 
Morning Worship…………………....10 A.M. 
Evening Worship………………….6:30 P.M. 
 
WEDNESDAY-MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY 

11 A.M. & 7 P.M. 
 

MENS’ & LADIES’ BIBLE CLASS 
5 P.M. (2nd & 4th Sunday) 

(September-May) 
 

MEETINGS & MINISTRIES 
Teachers’ Meeting……………………... …..9 A.M. 

(1st Saturday) 
 
Clothing Bank………………….…10 A.M.-12 P.M. 

(1st Saturday) 
 
Youth Fellowship Meeting……………. ….10 A.M. 

(2nd Saturday) 
 
Husbands & Fathers’ Support Group… ...10 A.M. 

(3rd Saturday) 
 
Young Adult Ministry……………………  6:30 P.M. 

(3rd Friday) 

WORSHIP TO THE  

SICK & SHUT-IN   
 

FOR THE MONTH OF JULY 

Brother Joseph Wilson 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP  
   

5th Wendy Thomas 

12th Angela Weathers 
19th Tamah Williams/D’Asia Williams 

26th Chanel Foxworth/Leah Adkins 
 
 
 

NURSERY DUTY 
NOT SCHEDULED 

 
 

GREETERS 
Mary Terry 

 

      COMMUNION PREPARERS  
Mary Terry 

 

BAPTISMAL COMMITTEE 
Rosalyn Evans/Shirlene Murray 

Sherri Pilson 
 

COMMENTARY CORNER  
 
      One thing was evident. Even 
through disappointing members and 
persecution, the church advanced, its 
numbers were added to, the churches 
multiplied. It helped to lead to what we 
learn after Saul’s conversion; that is, 
trouble, nor troubling people, last al-
ways. 
     Trouble will not have the last word.  
Trouble will not raise its flag in victory.  
Trouble will not raise its fist as champi-
on. Trouble will not run a triumphant 
lap. Trouble will not be crowned. Trou-
ble has no staying power. And trouble 

will always be limited by the plans and 
purposes of God. 
     Troubling people can be stopped.  
They can be brought to their knees.  
They can be redirected. They can be 
humbled and brought to the conclusion 
that Jesus is Lord. The worst of the trou-
blemakers need what all souls need.  
They need the gospel of Jesus Christ. It 
remains the church’s responsibility; it is 
a truth regarding the church’s wisdom, it 
is the church’s glory, to just have faith in 
God, knowing that the Lord will make a 
way for His people.   
     He did so in the first century. The 
person who persecuted the faith began 

preaching the faith he once sought to 
destroy. Is there greater evidence, in the 
lives of people, showing what God can 
do? As a result of Saul’s conversion, 
Luke was able to provide us a news clip 
that superseded all the bad news previ-
ously recorded: the church had oppor-
tunity for rest, for peace, for edification, 
for reverencing the Lord, for comfort of 
the Holy Ghost, for multiplying (Acts 
9:31). 
   As we examine this text further, let us 
be assured that wherever the church 
goes, Jesus will be there to empower it to 
grow and to multiply. The Holy Spirit 
will comfort. The Father will provide.   


