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COMMENTARY CORNER: FAMILY SERIES 2020: GOOD NEWS FOR THE FAMILY: 
“TAKE THE EASY WAY OUT!”  “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find 
rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light” (Matthew 11:28–30).   
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J esus knew better than anyone how 
burdensome life had become for the 

people of his day. He understood why it 
might have been troublesome for some 
to face the everyday challenges of living. 
His Sermon on the Mount encouraged 
people, “Take therefore no thought for 
the morrow: for the morrow shall take 
thought for the things of itself. Suffi-
cient unto the day is the evil there-
of” (Matthew 6:34).  

Accepting the words of Jesus, a man 
or woman, even a boy or girl, does not 
have to live very long to identify with the 
conclusion of Job, “Man that is born of 
a woman is of few days and full of trou-
ble” (Job 14:1). From the voice of one 
who lived before Jesus and from the 
voice of one who lived after Jesus, trou-
ble has a way of making itself guest in 
the lives of God’s children.  

Paul wrote, “For when we were 
come into Macedonia, our flesh had no 
rest, but we were troubled on every side; 
without were fightings, within were 
fears” (2 Corinthians 7:5). Paul certainly 
added to our understanding: trouble can 
show up anywhere.” 

We do not mean to upset ourselves, 
but when we are honest we acknowledge 
that life is of such a nature that there is 
trouble in the world, trouble in our re-
gion, trouble in our state, trouble in our 
city, trouble in our community, trouble 
in our homes, and trouble in our fami-
lies. But there is good news. Trouble 
does not have the last word for a child 
of God.  

The good news says that there is an 
answer to trouble, an answer to difficult 

times, to difficult people, to hard ways, 
and heavy loads. Jesus encouraged be-
lievers to do something about burdens 
that result from trouble: restrictive bur-
dens, binding burdens, discouraging 
burdens, heartbreaking burdens, hope 
dashing burdens, peace destroying bur-
dens, heavy burdens and family bur-
dens.  

Jesus advised that there is an alterna-
tive to heavy burdens.  He stated, 
“Come unto me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn of 
me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: 
and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 
For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light” (Matthew 11:28–30). With these 
words, he encouraged his disciples to 
take the easy way out. Why should any 
live with restrictive yokes and heavy bur-
dens?      

The counsel to take the easy way out 
is an encouragement that not only ad-
dresses us as individuals, it impacts us 
collectively, especially in that area of life 
that is the last bastion for peace and safe-
ty with humans, that is, the family. Fam-
ilies should not make it hard on them-
selves. What we witness is that there are 
many families that have accepted that 
the home is really a place of turmoil.  

It is indeed troublesome that what 
God created for good, for safety, for en-
couragement, for peace, for protection, 
for refuge, for security, for motivation, 
for assurance and for love has become 
something to be avoided. It has become 
a relationship dreaded. It has become a 
burden too heavy to bear. It has become  

an everyday cause for growing anxiety, 
incomprehensible sadness, continuous 
crying, meaningless fussing, destructive 
fighting, and overwhelming despair.  

What we advocate from the words 
of Jesus, however, is, that there is good 
news for the family. There is an option; 
believers, families, can take the easy way 
out! And let us be careful not to take 
this instruction as an unwillingness to 
meet necessary challenges, to face life 
with courage, to carry a cross for Christ. 
This is not an encouragement to avoid 
necessary growth and development as we 
live life in Christ.   

Jesus knew the difficulties life pre-
sents. At the same time, Jesus under-
stood that we could live the best life pos-
sible, not by bearing unnecessary yokes 
and burdens. We live life to the fullest 
when we take his yoke upon ourselves, 
when we understand that the burden of 
the Savior is easier on humanity than 
the burdens loaded on us by the world. 
He encourages us to cast off what is diffi-
cult and to put on what is easy.  

There is something we can do about 
busybodies at work. There is something 
we can do about unneighborly neigh-
bors. There is something we can do 
about mismanaging managers, misjudg-
ing judges, unsaintly saints, unbelieving 
believers, and unsaved saved persons.  
We can take the easy way out.  

The easy way out is to turn it over to 
Jesus. The easy way out is to be yoked 
with the yoke of Jesus. The easy way out 
is to put on the burdens of Jesus.  
                                   
      ~Continued 
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ATTENDANCE DAY 
DRIVE: Our goal is to 
reach 275 or more  on 
Sunday, March 15, 2020. 

Remember as always we look forward to 
seeing you. 

2020 THEME: “To Him Be Glory In The Church, By Christ Jesus...” (Ephesians 3:21) 

   Heartfelt Sympathy 
We wish to express our heartfelt 

sympathy to brother and sister Mil-

ton Hall in the passing of brother 

Hall’s sister. May God continue to 

comfort them at this time.  

Eastside Church of Christ  Youth Rally 
March 28, 2020 

Theme: “Walking in Wisdom” 

Colossians 4:5-6 

RSVP by March 14, 2020 

Location: Winston-Salem, NC 

(11 Years) Kevin & Shundra McLaurin – 14th  
(45 years) Worth & Jacalyn McCloud – 20th   
(53 years) Joe & Mattie Wilson – 26th  
(23 years) Adolphus & Valarie Coplin – 29TH 

MEN’S & LADIES’  
BIBLE CLASS 

 

Today at 5 P.M. 

CORNELIUS CORNER: You may be able to get VA 

health care benefits if you served in the active military, naval, or air 
service and didn’t receive a dishonorable discharge. To find out 
more about health care eligibility go to www.va.gov/health-care/
eligilbility.  

 

76TH ANNUAL NATIONAL LECTURESHIP  
OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST~MAY 23RD-28TH, 
2020, THEME: The Eternal Purpose Hosted by Hilltop 
Church of Christ in Collaboration with Southside Church of 
Christ Orlando and Central Florida Area Churches of 

Christ. Please visit the website for additional information and Online 
Registration at www.cocnl2020.com (Location: Orlando, Florida) 

NATIONAL TEACHERS’ WORKSHOP 
APRIL 16TH—18TH, 2020 

HOST CONGREGATION 
SHELDON HEIGHTS CHURCH OF CHRIST 

A SUFFICIENT CHRIST: AN EFFICIENT WORD IN 
AN INFFICIENT WORLD 

WEBSITE: WWW.NATIONALTEACHERSWORKSHOP.ORG 

LOCATION: NAPERVILLE, IL 

 
 

The next Reading Safari to be 
announced. For any additional 
information please contact sister 

Felecia Caruthers at (336) 575-2972. 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

4th, Worth McCloud;5th, Martica Dixon; 
9th, Kecia McCloud;10th, Delores Reaves; 
13th, Theressa Witherspoon; 15th, Eshe 
Johnson;16th, Tonya Taylor; 18th, Johnny 
Johnson; 19th, Simon Johnson, Javar Jones; 
20th, Katherine Eichleberger, Athenia 
Pouncey, Joey Taylor; 22nd, Jefferson 
Caruthers Jr.; 24th, Veronica Sides; 26th 
Meika Loyd; 28th, Angela Weathers; 29th, 
Jefferson Caruthers, III 

TEACHERS’ BANQUET 
 

Our Teachers’ Banquet will be held 
in the Frank W. Dulin Fellowship 
Hall Saturday, March 21, 2020. 
During this time, we will be recog-
nizing our Teachers for their great 
work in the Education Department 
of Carver Road Church of Christ. 
We are looking forward to seeing 
all of our teachers. 
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PRAY THAT GOD LEADS US TO SOULS TO SAVE TODAY & THROUGH THIS WEEK 

 

 RESPONSIVE READING 
     1 John 1:10—2:4 

 

READER:  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 
 

CHURCH:  If we say that we have not sinned, we 
make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 
 

READER:  My little children, these things write I 
unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have 
an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: 
 

CHURCH: And he is the propitiation for our sins: 
and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole 
world. 
 

READER: And hereby we do know that we know 
him, if we keep his commandments. 
 

UNISON: He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not 
his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in 
him.  

 

PRAYER 
 

Father in heaven, we thank You for our advocate, Jesus 
Christ. We accept that he is the propitiation for our 
sins.  Strengthen us to walk as those cleansed from all 
unrighteousness. In the name of Jesus, we pray, Amen. 

ORDER OF WORSHIP  
8:00 A.M 

SONG LEADER                            Andrew Jackson        

SERMON             Jefferson R. Caruthers Jr.  
     
 

10:00 A.M. 
  
ANNOUNCEMENTS      Cecil Oliver                 

INVOCATION     Roy Izzard                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

SONG DIRECTOR                 Adolphus Coplin   

SCRIPTURE                  Howard Brown       

RESPONSIVE READING    Artis Rucker       

PRAYER      Ron Jessup     

SERMON    Jefferson R. Caruthers Jr.                                                                                                      
OFFERING                   Reginald Nichols             

LORD’S SUPPER                  Isiah Black   

READER       Roy Oliphant  

CLOSING PRAYER      Richard Jones    

GUESTS PRESENTATION                     
                

                                           6:30 P.M.  
  

ANNOUNCEMENTS      Cecil Oliver           

INVOCATION                  Andrew Jackson     

SONG DIRECTOR      James Gadson                                 

SCRIPTURE        Arnold Thomas    

RESPONSIVE READING             Todd Woods 

PRAYER                    Javar Jones 

SERMON    Jefferson R. Caruthers Jr.                                                                                                               
OFFERING       A. J. Crim      

LORD’S SUPPER      George McNair     

CLOSING PRAYER      Bernard Wallace   

GUESTS PRESENTATION        
                      

COMMUNION REFLECTION 

(JOHN 10:7) 
Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, I am the door of the sheep.  

USHERS 

Sis. Lillie Alford, sis. Tamika Nelson, bro. Kevin 
McLaurin, bro. Curtis Conner, sis. Annette Nichols, 
bro. Reginald Nichols, sis. Heather King, bro. Kobe 
Williams, bro. Juan Williams, bro. Stanley King, sis. 
Shagail Reed, sis. Alfreda Howell, Shirley Lewis, bro. 
Robert Fowler, bro. Bernard Terry 

 SHEPHERD ON CALL FOR  MARCH    

Brother John Foxworth  
(336) 918-6359 

PRAYER REQUEST 

OUR SICK AND SHUT-IN  
sis. Immogene Bray, sis. Gloria Brown, 
bro. Harold Brown, bro. Frank W. Dulin, 
bro. Alvin Eaton, sis. Magdalene Fleming, 
sis. Jessie Hall, bro. Barry Harper, sis. 
Dorris Jones, bro. Amos Lewis, bro. Leroy 

Nelson, sis. Martha Reynolds, sis. Mattie Richardson   

 EVENING USHERS  
Braxton King A. J. Crim 

Tahjmel Brim Kobe Williams 

Andrew Jackson James Cherry 

Bernard Wallace Todd Woods 

Javar Jones Curtis Conner 

Sean Penn Tahjmel Brim 
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SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 

BAPTISMAL TEAM 

Bro. Anthony Clinton 
Bro. Thomas Loyd, Sr.  
Bro. George McNair 
Bro. Walter Weathers. Jr.  

ZONES 
ZONE #1 Capt. Bro. J. Wilson (661-1312) 
ZONE #4 Co-Capt. Bro. B. Terry (720-9694) 
ZONE #5 Capt. Bro. J. Gadson (650-9693) 
                Co-Capt. Bro. A. Rucker (924-5696) 
ZONE #7 Capt. Bro. J. Foxworth (924-5029)  
                 Co-Capt. Bro R. Oliphant (765-3105) 
ZONE #8 Capt. Bro. R. March (727-0052) 

Radio Broadcast Stations 
 Sundays @ 7:30 A.M.  
  Thursdays @ 3 P.M. 
        1340 AM 
       1400 AM 
       103.5 FM 

YOU CAN BE SAVED YOU CAN BE SAVED YOU CAN BE SAVED 

TODAY!TODAY!TODAY!   
   To be saved today, you must 
hear the gospel (Romans 
10:17; Acts 15:7).  You must 
believe the gospel that assures 
us salvation through Jesus 
who is the risen Lord (Romans 
10:9, 10).  You must be willing 
to turn your life over to God 
through repentance (Acts 
17:30; Romans 2:4).  Those 
willing to live for God through 
repentance are ready for 
confession (Romans 10:9,10). 
  The person who confesses is 
baptized into Christ (Romans 
6:3, 4; Galatians 3:27).  In 
baptism, the believer is 
washed, sanctified, and 
justified (1 Corinthians 6:11).  
Christ saves the baptized 
person in baptism (1 Peter 
3:21). 
  If you believe that Jesus died 
for you and was resurrected, if 
you will repent and confess, 
then you can be baptized into 
Christ and be saved.  Come to 
Jesus today! 

SUNDAY 
Early Morning Worship……………....8 A.M. 
Bible School…………………….. …...9 A.M. 
Morning Worship…………………....10 A.M. 
Evening Worship………………….6:30 P.M. 
 
WEDNESDAY-MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY 

11 A.M. & 7 P.M. 
 

MENS’ & LADIES’ BIBLE CLASS 
5 P.M. (2nd & 4th Sunday) 

(September-May) 
 

MEETINGS & MINISTRIES 
Teachers’ Meeting……………………... …..9 A.M. 

(1st Saturday) 
 
Clothing Bank………………….…10 A.M.-12 P.M. 

(1st Saturday) 
 
Youth Fellowship Meeting……………. ….10 A.M. 

(2nd Saturday) 
 
Husbands & Fathers’ Support Group… ...10 A.M. 

(3rd Saturday) 
 
Young Adult Ministry……………………  6:30 P.M. 

(3rd Friday) 

WORSHIP TO THE  

SICK & SHUT-IN   
 

FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH 

Brother Walter Weathers Jr.  

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP  
1st Diane Foxworth/Michelle Conner 
8th Wendy Thomas 
15th Tiffany Seawright 
22nd Marcella Kendall/Centrece Kendall 
29th Chanel Foxworth 
 

NURSERY DUTY 
1st Sherry Woods/Tabbatha Burgess 
8th Tamah Williams/D’Asia Williams 
15th Yolonda Crim/Brianna Crim 
22nd Edelina Oliphant/Sherri Pilson 
29th Sandra Jones/Tamika Nelson 

 

GREETERS 
1st Shuandra McLaurin/Tabbatha Bur-
gess 
8th Mary Robinson/Willie Mae Cherry 
15th Alfreda Howell/Teresa Love 
22nd Alinda Gadson/Carol Weathers 
29th Edelina Oliphant/Meredith Boyd 
 

      COMMUNION PREPARERS  
Mary Robinson/Teresa Love 

 

BAPTISMAL COMMITTEE 
Diane Foxworth/Diane Blakely 

Wendy Thomas 

  COMMENTARY CORNER 
         
      Jesus had good reason to offer the easy 
way out to the people of his day. His day was 
much like ours. It was a day when it was dif-
ficult enough to have to deal with life among 
the Romans. But it became that much more 
difficult when religion and faith became bur-
densome. It was a day like ours. It was a day 
when many were vying to speak to the peo-
ple of God. Add to that truth, Jesus spoke of 
scribes and Pharisees who sat in Moses’ seat. 
The Jews were taught to do what they taught, 
but not as they did. 

 The problem, Jesus said, with the 
scribes and Pharisees was that they made 
what should have been a joy, a burden. Jesus 
observed: “For they bind heavy burdens and 
grievous to be borne, and lay them on men’s 
shoulders, but they themselves will not move 

them with one of their fingers” (Matthew 
23:4).  The Pharisees bound heavy and griev-
ous burdens on the people of God. Jesus 
offered, “Come unto me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; 
for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye 
shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke 
is easy, and my burden is light” (Matthew 
11:28–30).  

What we advocate in this series of les-
sons is the truth that no area of our lives in 
Christ should be troublesome nor grievous, 
including our relationships with family. 
Whenever there is heartache and pain, bit-
terness and confusion, worry and anxiety, a 
yoke is being borne that should be put off. 
We must realize that men and women have a 
penchant for making life more difficult than 
it should be. Remember the garden?  

We encourage, then, that our families 
learn to take the easy way out. That way is 
with Jesus. It acknowledges that Jesus is the 
way, the truth, and the life (John 14:6). The 
easy way accepts that God has made it possi-
ble for us to handle both the good and the 
challenging in life. The easy way out says 
that we don’t have to give up on ourselves. 
We don’t have to give up on our spouses. 
We don’t have to give up our children. We 
don’t have to give up on our families. We 
can enjoy them all. We can enjoy life.  

 There is a key to this burden and yoke 
that make both non threatening. Jesus said, 
“learn of me.” We have accepted the easy 
way out when we accept that Jesus provides 
instruction, learning, and understanding 
about life. Pray God we heed his invitation. 
        


