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COMMENTARY CORNER: “CHOSEN, PREDESTINED AND ADOPTED IN 
JESUS CHRIST” “According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that 
we should be holy and without blame before him in love. Having predestinated us unto the adoption 
of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will” (Ephesians 1:4–5). 

J esus’ birth into the world was fully 
anticipated and expected.  It was 
planned and purposed.  The timing of 
the birth was at the precise moment de-
termined by God and could not have 
happened any earlier, nor later 
(Galatians 4:4).  Beyond his birth, Jesus 
lived his life in synchronization with 
God’s scheduled activities aimed at ef-
fecting the salvation of mankind.  We 
are blessed because Jesus lived in obedi-
ence to His predetermined life. 

    Predestination charted the course 
and navigated the way of the life Jesus 
lived on earth in route to the cross.  The 
way had scheduled stops in Jerusalem at 
twelve, the river Jordan at thirty, and 
before Pilate at thirty-three.  But these 
are major marked points on the map.  

Between these are myriad encoun-
ters with the men and women who 
would later have opportunity to confess 
their faith in Jesus Christ as author and 
finisher of their faith, the one who se-
cures their seats in heavenly places and 
before God ( Hebrews 12:2; Ephesians 
1:3).  
    Predestination is not limited, howev-
er, to the time of the few steps Jesus 
walked on earth.  Before the foundation 
of the world, the plan was in place for all 
that would lead to the few moments Je-
sus lived among men.  All that happens 
before is predetermined to culminate on 
Calvary and at the cross.   

It is not possible to highlight all the 
great moments in time that evidence the 
will of God being carried out in the lives 
of men and women.  Given the whole 
Bible, even, the Bible itself has passages 

that assure us that the books of the 
world could not contain the full story 
(John 21:25).   

The story that is told helps us to un-
derstand that the failures and faults of 
man are anticipated by an all wise and all 
knowing God.  He is the One who 
makes preparation to redeem and to 
restore before forbidden fruit illuminates 
and clues us in to the truth that our ways 
are naked and open before God. 
     Our knowledge is infinitesimal, if at 
all detectable, in comparison to the infi-
nite wisdom of God.  But our ability to 
love and predestine, on a human level, is 
obvious to us.   

Our predestining activities are not 
always because we expect evil from the 
ones we love, but because we know 
something of the possibilities of humani-
ty.  The crib, for example, prepared for a 
young infant, is not designed because 
parents wish to imprison, but because 
they want to protect.  There is also no 
conclusion that evil babies are the ones 
who need sides to their beds beyond 
their strength to get away; all babies, be-
cause of their spirits of curiosity and ex-
ploration are put in this kind of environ-
ment lest those we love are injured and 
harmed. 
    God has similarly protected us and 
created an environment with freedom 
enough for our growth; ever knowledgea-
ble that our ignorance could destroy us.  
Beyond this, He has made preparation 
for the older children of His, who are so 
determined to explore beyond His loving 
and protective limitations, that eventual-
ly they bring separation and death upon 
themselves. 

    And all older children have so ex-
plored, so resisted, so strayed, and have 
been so determined to go beyond the 
protective teachings and safeguards of 
the Father that they have brought death 
and destruction upon themselves.  “All 
have sinned and fallen short of the glory 
of God” (Romans 3:23).   
     How has an all loving and all wise 
God anticipated the results of free men 
bringing destruction upon themselves?  
What has been prepared for those who 
recognize their error, their fault, their 
failures, and their sins?  Is there any way 
back to protective environs, to the securi-
ty of the presence of the Father, to fel-
lowship with God? 
     Understanding God’s plan for saving 
fallen man, Paul writes, “Blessed be the 
God and Father of Lord Jesus Christ, who 
hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in 
heavenly places in Christ.  According as he 
hath chosen us in him before the foundation 
of the world, that we should be holy and with-
out blame before him in love: Having predesti-
nated us unto the adoption of children by 
Jesus Christ to himself according to the good 
pleasure of his will” (Ephesians 1:3-5).  
     Praise the great God of heaven, Crea-
tor and Savior, for the great blessings 
predestinated in Jesus Christ!  When we 
should have no longer been His, He 
made a way through Jesus Christ for us 
to once again be His sons and daughters.   
He has done this for us individually, and 
equally important, He has made provi-
sion for all humanity to be saved in 
Christ, as the body of Christ.       
                
                             ~Continued 
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2020 THEME: “To Him Be Glory In The Church, By Christ Jesus...” (Ephesians 3:21) 

In Deepest Sympathy 
 

We wish to express our heartfelt 

sympathy to sister Nikki Bray-

Mayo in the passing of her 

mother, sister Immogene Bray and to sis-

ter Gloria Brown and family in this loss as 

well of her twin sister. We also extend our 

deepest sympathy to the March family. 

May God continue to comfort and 

strengthen them during this time. 

MEMBERS: Bible class will meet 
Wednesday, June 3, 2020 instead of 
May 27, 2020. Also, beginning Sun-
day, June 7, 2020 all member worship 
will take place. Letter with guidelines 
will be sent next week. 

2nd, Cynthia Cecil; 3rd, Thomas Blakely; 6th, 

Genesis Ervin; 7th, Diane Heap; 9th, Adriel 

Hall, Centrece Kendall; 10th Victor Baldwin, 

Carina Mash; 11th, Cristina Judge, Mattie 

Richardson; 17th, Walter Weathers, Jr.; 20th, 

Jessica Ford; 22nd, Jesse Green; 23rd, Carlos 

Rucker; 24th, Mary Williams; 25th, Joseph 

Ford, Cecil Oliver; 26th, Micheal Curry, II; 

29th, James Gadson; 31st, Jonah Caruthers  

(35 years) Walter & Carol Weathers - 4th 

(27 years) George & Antoinette Leak - 14th 

(34 years) Howard & Saroya Brown - 23rd 

(47 years) James & Alinda Gadson - 26th 

(9 years) Michael & Chava Mash - 28th 

(49 Years) Isiah & Veronica Black - 29th  

(50 years) Simon & Dollean Johnson – 29th 

  CORNELIUS CORNER 
 

You may be able to get VA health care benefits if you served in 
the active military, naval, or air service and didn’t receive a dis-
honorable discharge. To find out more about health care eligi-
bility go to www.va.gov/health-care/eligilbility.  

“What time I 
am afraid, I 
will trust in 
thee.” 

Keep Reading! For any 

additional information 

please contact sister 

Felecia Caruthers at (336) 

575-2972. 

 MAY BIRTHDAYS 

 2020 GRADUATES 
 

Please submit your bio-

graphical information and 

picture to sister Felecia Caruthers at 

feleciacaruthers@yahoo.com by May 

31, 2020. Thank You!  

   YOUTH SUNDAYYOUTH SUNDAYYOUTH SUNDAY   

http://www.va.gov/health-care/eligilbility
mailto:feleciacaruthers@yahoo.com


PRAY THAT GOD LEADS US TO SOULS TO SAVE TODAY & THROUGH THIS WEEK 

    RESPONSIVE READING 
     1 John 4:12–17 

 
 

READER: No man hath seen God at any time. If we 
love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is 
perfected in us.  
 

CHURCH: Hereby know we that we dwell in him, 
and he in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit.  
 

READER:  And we have seen and do testify that the 
Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world. 
 

CHURCH: Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is 
the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God.  
 

READER:   And we have known and believed the 
love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that 
dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him. 
 

UNISON:  Herein is our love made perfect, that we 
may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as 
he is, so are we in this world. 

 
 

PRAYER 
 

Father in heaven, we believe that Jesus is the Son of 
God, Savior of the world. Thank you for dwelling in 
us. In the name of Jesus, we pray,  Amen. 

 

 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP  
8:00 A.M 

SONG LEADER                            Andrew Jackson     

SERMON             Jefferson R. Caruthers Jr.  
     
 

10:00 A.M. 
  
ANNOUNCEMENTS       Joseph Wilson             

INVOCATION      Cecil Oliver                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

SONG DIRECTOR                  Roy Oliphant   

SCRIPTURE                   Kevin McLaurin     

RESPONSIVE READING     Juan Williams       

PRAYER       Walter Weathers Jr.    

SERMON              Jefferson R. Caruthers Jr.                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
OFFERING                   Isiah Black                  

LORD’S SUPPER                  Bernard Terry   

READER      Timothy Pilson   

CLOSING PRAYER      Elliot Thompson     

GUESTS PRESENTATION                     
                
                      

COMMUNION REFLECTION 

(JOHN 10:18) 

No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of 
myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have 
power to take it again. This commandment 
have I received of my Father. 

USHERS 

sis. Shagail Reed, sis. Angela Weathers 
sis. Mary Thompson, sis. Wendy Thomas 

 SHEPHERD ON CALL FOR  MAY    

Brother Roy Oliphant  
(336) 765-3105 

PRAYER REQUEST 

OUR SICK AND SHUT-IN  
 
 

sis. Gloria Brown, sis. Beverly Crim, 
bro. Frank W. Dulin, bro. Alvin 
Eaton, sis. Paula Evans, sis. Magda-
lene Fleming, bro. Barry Harper, sis. 
Dorris Jones, bro. Amos Lewis, bro. 
Leroy Nelson, sis. Martha Reynolds, 

sis. Mattie Richardson   

 EVENING USHERS  
Braxton King A. J. Crim 

Tahjmel Brim Kobe Williams 

Andrew Jackson Bernard Wallace 

James Cherry Todd Woods 

Tahjmel Brim Sean Penn 

Curtis Conner Javar Jones 

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-John-4-14/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-John-4-14/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-John-3-22/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-John-4-16/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-John-4-16/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-John-4-16/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-John-3-23/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-John-4-17/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-John-4-17/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-John-4-17/


SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 

BAPTISMAL TEAM 

Bro. Anthony Clinton 
Bro. Thomas Loyd, Sr.  
Bro. George McNair 
Bro. Walter Weathers. Jr.  

ZONES 
ZONE #1 Capt. Bro. J. Wilson (661-1312) 
ZONE #4 Co-Capt. Bro. B. Terry (720-9694) 
ZONE #5 Capt. Bro. J. Gadson (650-9693) 
                Co-Capt. Bro. A. Rucker (924-5696) 
ZONE #7 Capt. Bro. J. Foxworth (924-5029)  
                 Co-Capt. Bro R. Oliphant (765-3105) 
ZONE #8 Capt. Bro. R. March (727-0052) 

Radio Broadcast Stations 
 Sundays @ 7:30 A.M.  
  Thursdays @ 3 P.M. 
        1340 AM 
       1400 AM 
       103.5 FM 

YOU CAN BE SAVED YOU CAN BE SAVED YOU CAN BE SAVED 

TODAY!TODAY!TODAY!   
   To be saved today, you must 
hear the gospel (Romans 
10:17; Acts 15:7).  You must 
believe the gospel that assures 
us salvation through Jesus 
who is the risen Lord (Romans 
10:9, 10).  You must be willing 
to turn your life over to God 
through repentance (Acts 
17:30; Romans 2:4).  Those 
willing to live for God through 
repentance are ready for 
confession (Romans 10:9,10). 
  The person who confesses is 
baptized into Christ (Romans 
6:3, 4; Galatians 3:27).  In 
baptism, the believer is 
washed, sanctified, and 
justified (1 Corinthians 6:11).  
Christ saves the baptized 
person in baptism (1 Peter 
3:21). 
  If you believe that Jesus died 
for you and was resurrected, if 
you will repent and confess, 
then you can be baptized into 
Christ and be saved.  Come to 
Jesus today! 

SUNDAY 
Early Morning Worship……………....8 A.M. 
Bible School…………………….. …...9 A.M. 
Morning Worship…………………....10 A.M. 
Evening Worship………………….6:30 P.M. 
 
WEDNESDAY-MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY 

11 A.M. & 7 P.M. 
 

MENS’ & LADIES’ BIBLE CLASS 
5 P.M. (2nd & 4th Sunday) 

(September-May) 
 

MEETINGS & MINISTRIES 
Teachers’ Meeting……………………... …..9 A.M. 

(1st Saturday) 
 
Clothing Bank………………….…10 A.M.-12 P.M. 

(1st Saturday) 
 
Youth Fellowship Meeting……………. ….10 A.M. 

(2nd Saturday) 
 
Husbands & Fathers’ Support Group… ...10 A.M. 

(3rd Saturday) 
 
Young Adult Ministry……………………  6:30 P.M. 

(3rd Friday) 

WORSHIP TO THE  

SICK & SHUT-IN   
 

FOR THE MONTH OF MAY 

Brother George McNair 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP  
  3rd Kevin & Shundra McLaurin 
10th Diane Foxworth/Michelle Conner 
17th Tamah Williams/D’Asia Williams 
24th Wendy Thomas 
31st Chanel Foxworth/Leah Adkins 
 
 

NURSERY DUTY 
3rd - Not Scheduled 
10th - Not Scheduled 
17th - Not Scheduled 
24th - Not Scheduled 
31st - Not Scheduled 

 

GREETERS 
Mary Terry 

 

      COMMUNION PREPARERS  
Mary Terry 

 

BAPTISMAL COMMITTEE 
Lillie Holmes/Wanda Jones 
Shanita Green/Regina Scott 

 

COMMENTARY CORNER  
 

      There are truths that we need to 
acknowledge about God’s predestination of 
humanity for adoption in Jesus Christ. First, 
the plans and purposes of God occur before 
the foundation of the world and are not the 
result of man’s sin in the garden of Eden. The 
garden of Eden is evidence that God knows 
the possibilities within man and prepares 
ahead of time for man’s failures.   
   Second, the plan of salvation for humans 
before the foundation of the world, and 
through Jesus Christ is not about predestined 
sin, but about predestined love.  How foolish 
would be the child who grows up to discover 
that through her years of broken nails, skinned 
knees, bloody noses, headaches, fevers, and 
colds, before she was even born, her parents 
owned a first aid kit, and she is overcome with 

hate because her parents knew these were pos-
sibilities. Understand that none of her hurts 
were predetermined, but the possibilities were 
always there.  And for some children, the prep-
arations made would not have to be used be-
cause some pains would never come the child’s 
way.  Are we offended because we learn that 
God purposed before there was light, that Je-
sus would be the true light of the world?  Do 
we not learn that God has always wanted to 
love us and make this great love known to us, 
first by creating us, and secondly, by preparing 
salvation for us? 
   Third, predestining salvation in Jesus is not 
to say that humans cannot obey the will of 
God.  Jesus is proof that faith leads to obedi-
ence to the will of God.  Whereas all others 
have sinned, Jesus is without sin.  He is the 
One who would not need the bandages, 
splints, cold packs, and powders for injuries 

He brings on Himself.  Jesus lived sinless.  
More than this, through His sinless life, he 
qualifies to be the person for redemption of all 
others born into the human race! 
   Finally, the story of predestination is not to 
teach that some are destined to be lost and 
others to be saved.  What it is to teach is that 
all who come to faith are predestined for salva-
tion through Jesus.  His birth into the world 
was fully expected, his steps anticipated, his 
walk to Calvary set in time, his death on the 
cross, predetermined, and the effecting of sal-
vation  predestinated, sealed and certain.  
Thank God for the blessings associated with 
this predestination.  The blessings of being 
holy and blameless before Him, sealed by the 
Holy Spirit, seated in heavenly places, mem-
bers in the body, anticipating eternity with the 
Father. 


