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COMMENTARY CORNER:  DEVOTIONS IN THE GOSPEL OF MARK: A STUDY 
SERIES#3 “THE KINGDOM: RELATIONS, OCCUPATIONS, AND INVITATIONS”  “Now after 
that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God. And saying, 
The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye and believe the gospel” (Mark 1:14–15).  

J esus spoke of a time that was fulfilled 
(Mark 1:15). He wanted everything 

from that point forward to be viewed 
through the lens of a time that ended a 
previous period of time, while at the same 
time, served as the inauguration of a new 
time. He also brought into focus anticipa-
tion for the appearance of the kingdom of 
God. He stated, “the kingdom of God is 
at hand” (Mark 1:15).  

Students and disciples reflecting on 
the life and ministry of Jesus must include 
in their understanding of Jesus’ work that 
he envisioned existence in a kingdom, an 
organization. And no less than Pilate of-
fered that if there were a new kingdom, 
there must be a king (John 18:37).  

When Pilate asked Jesus if he were a 
king, Jesus responded, “Thou sayest that I 
am a king. To this end was I born, and for 
this cause came I into the world, that I 
should bear witness unto the truth. Every-
one that is of the truth heareth my 
voice” (John 18:37).  In this brief com-
ment, Jesus made clear  who he was and 
the identity of his subjects. His subjects 
were those who heard his voice. All of 
this follows Jesus’ reference to the place of 
his kingdom. 

Directing Pilate on the location of his 
kingdom, Jesus explained, “My kingdom 
is not of this world: If my kingdom were 
of this world, then would my servants 
fight, that I should not be delivered to the 
Jews: but now is my kingdom not from 
hence” (John 18:36).  

What students are invited to under-
stand is that from the beginning of the 
ministry of Jesus until the day of his deliv-
erance to the Jews, Jesus spoke of the es-
tablishment of kingdom. That kingdom is 
not of this world. Within that kingdom 
are persons who hear the truth. This is 

noted to encourage that however we think 
of Jesus and his salvation of the individu-
al, that is not to be separated from the 
truth that Jesus believed that God’s geni-
us, His wisdom, dictated that salvation 
operated within the structure of an organ-
ization. It was kingdom. It was church 
(Matthew 16:18). It was body (Ephesians 
1:22–23). It was house (Hebrews 3:6).  

In the beginning of the gospel of 
Mark, the reader is presented facts related 
to the ministry of John as a voice crying in 
the wilderness, making a straight path for 
the Lord. This included the work of bap-
tism (Mark 1:1–8).  

John the Baptist spoke of the coming 
of Jesus and eventually baptized him 
(Mark 1:9). At which time, Mark records 
that heaven affirmed that Jesus was the 
beloved Son of the Father, a Son upon 
whom the Spirit of God descended in the 
form of a dove (Mark 1:10–11). 

Mark sees this moment as one that 
does not pause to glory in Jesus being the 
Son of God, but one that necessitates Je-
sus being immediately driven by the Spirit 
into the wilderness, and there to be 
tempted (Mark 1:12). We note again in 
these studies that commendation from 
God should not be understood as shield-
ing from temptation.  

After the successful resisting of temp-
tation in the wilderness, Mark next rec-
ords incidents that are the focus of this 
devotion: the calling of Peter, Andrew, 
James, and John (Mark 1:14–21). We 
highlight that this story, contained within 
these verses, serves as a microcosm of foci 
within the ministry of Jesus. Observation 
of lessons learned are organized within 
three observances: (1) Relations (2) Occu-
pations, and (3) Invitations. 

We note first that when Jesus comes 

to a certain spot at the sea of Galilee, 
there are several people there. There are 
the brothers, Peter and Andrew (Mark 
1:16). There are also the brothers, James 
and John (Mark 1:19). Then there is the 
father of James and John, Zebedee, along 
with some hired servants (Mark 1:20). 
This early episode in the life of Jesus 
serves as a good place to remind believers 
that the kingdom Jesus preached was a 
kingdom that included the relationships 
of family and friends.  

We often hear from a political point 
of view that a party’s tent should be inclu-
sive. More important than that is that we 
understand that the kingdom of God im-
pacts relations and relationships. And life 
within that kingdom brings peace and 
understanding related to our families.  

Kingdom life grants permission to 
still preach on the beauty and sanctity of 
marriage (Hebrews 13:4). Kingdom life 
would have us remind each other that 
husbands and wives live within bounda-
ries determined by God, and not our-
selves (Ephesians 5:21–33). And kingdom 
life teaches us how to conduct ourselves 
as parents (Ephesians 6:1–6).  As much as 
Jesus impacts the individual, he also im-
pacts our relationships with one another 
in the family.  

Jesus called two sets of brothers who 
were involved in occupations. They were 
all fishermen, who would become fishers 
of men (Mark 1:17–20). While it was ad-
mirable that these would become fishers 
of men; it should not go unnoticed that 
everyone Jesus called was involved in 
some occupation. And with all the dys-
function in our society, we can learn a 
lesson from this truth.     
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2020 THEME: “To Him Be Glory In The Church, By Christ Jesus...” (Ephesians 3:21) 

With Heartfelt Sympathy 
We wish to express our heartfelt 
sympathy to sister Dorris Jones in 
the passing of her husband. Also in 

this loss of their stepfather, brother Sean 
Penn and brother and sister Rodney Evans 
(Cheryl).  
     Also remember brother and sister Ar-
nold Thomas in the passing of Wendy’s 
two cousins and brother Jerry Evans in the 
loss of his sister. May God continue to 
comfort and strengthen them during their 
time of bereavement. 

2nd, Jamar Foxworth; 4th, Geraldine 

Jackson, Bernard Terry, Latoya Reid; 

5th Trena Wilson; 10th Carol Weathers; 

15th Sydney Johnson; 16th Crysenith 

Kirby; 17th Barbie Jones; 19th Meredith 

Boyd, Chava Mash; 20th Magdalene 

Fleming; 23rd Valarie Coplin; 25th 

Breanna Hall; 28th Kendra Scott; 30th 

Courtney Massey, Monique Curry 
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Keep Reading! For any additional in-

formation please contact sister Felecia 

Caruthers at (336) 575-2972. 

ZOOM MEETING 
 

Our mid-week evening Bible study 
meets at 7:00 p.m. by Zoom. Please 
visit us on Facebook at Carver Road 
Church of Christ to find link to join 
in our bible study each Wednesday 
evenings. Bible lesson materials are 
made available through the 
church’s website listed below. We 
look forward to seeing and meeting 
with you. 
 

www.carverroadchurchofchrist.org. 

 

The VA will begin conducting exams again at certain VA 
Medical center. To find which locations are opening go 
to benefits.va.gov/compensation/claimexam.asp 

http://benefits.va.gov/compensation/claimexam.asp


PRAY THAT GOD LEADS US TO SOULS TO SAVE TODAY & THROUGH THIS WEEK 

    RESPONSIVE READING 
Jude 21; Revelation 1:1 

 

READER: Keep yourselves in the love of God, 
looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto 
eternal life. 
 

CHURCH: And of some have compassion, making 
a difference:  
 

READER: And others save with fear, pulling them 
out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the 
flesh. 
  

CHURCH: Now unto him that is able to keep you 
from falling, and to present you faultless before the 
presence of his glory with exceeding joy, 
  

READER: To the only wise God our Saviour, be 
glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and 
ever. Amen.  
 

UNISON: The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which 
God gave unto him, to shew unto his servants things 
which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and 
signified it by his angel unto his servant John: 
 
 

PRAYER 
Father in heaven, we acknowledge your glory, majesty, 
dominion and power. We ask that you keep us from 
falling and present us faultless.  In the name of Jesus, 
we pray, Amen. 

ORDER OF WORSHIP  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8:00 A.M 
SONG LEADER                        Roy Oliphant        

SERMON             Jefferson R. Caruthers Jr.  
     
 

10:00 A.M. 
  
ANNOUNCEMENTS                Artis Rucker                

INVOCATION   Walter Weathers Jr.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

SONG DIRECTOR               Adolphus Coplin       

SCRIPTURE                George McNair        

RESPONSIVE READING  Javar Jones         

PRAYER    Cecil Oliver       

SERMON              Jefferson R. Caruthers Jr.                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
OFFERING                Isiah Black                     

LORD’S SUPPER               Bernard Terry         

CLOSING PRAYER   Todd Woods      

GUESTS PRESENTATION                     
                
                      

COMMUNION REFLECTION 

(JOHN 10:31) 
Then the Jews took up stones again to stone him. 

USHERS 
bro. John Foxworth, sis. Wendy Thomas 

 bro. Walter Weathers Jr., Sis. Shagail Reed 
 sis. Valarie Coplin, bro. Cecil Oliver 

sis. Deloris Reaves, bro. Reginald Nichols  

 SHEPHERD ON CALL FOR  AUGUST    

Brother Roy Oliphant 
(336) 765-3105 

PRAYER REQUEST 

OUR SICK AND SHUT-IN  
 

sis. Gloria Brown, sis. Beverly Crim, bro. 
Frank W. Dulin, bro. Alvin Eaton, sis. 
Paula Evans, sis. Magdalene Fleming, 
bro. John Foxworth, bro. Barry Harper, 
sis. Dorris Jones, bro. Amos Lewis, bro. 

Leroy Nelson, sis. Deloris Reaves, sis. Martha Reyn-
olds, sis. Mattie Richardson, sis. Carol Weathers   

 EVENING USHERS  
Braxton King Kobe Williams 

Tahjmel Brim A. J. Crim 

Andrew Jackson Bernard Wallace 

Todd Woods James Cherry 

Curtis Conner Tahjmel Brim 

Javar Jones Sean Penn 

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Jude-1-15/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Jude-1-21/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Jude-1-21/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Jude-1-21/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Jude-1-10/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Jude-1-22/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Jude-1-22/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Jude-1-5/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Jude-1-24/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Jude-1-24/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Jude-1-24/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-1-1/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-1-1/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-1-1/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-1-1/


SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 

BAPTISMAL TEAM 

Bro. Anthony Clinton 
Bro. Thomas Loyd, Sr.  
Bro. George McNair 
Bro. Walter Weathers. Jr.  

ZONES 
ZONE #1 Capt. Bro. J. Wilson (661-1312) 
ZONE #4 Co-Capt. Bro. B. Terry (720-9694) 
ZONE #5 Capt. Bro. J. Gadson (650-9693) 
                Co-Capt. Bro. A. Rucker (924-5696) 
ZONE #7 Capt. Bro. J. Foxworth (924-5029)  
                 Co-Capt. Bro R. Oliphant (765-3105) 
ZONE #8 Capt. Bro. R. March (727-0052) 

Radio Broadcast Stations 
 Sundays @ 7:30 A.M.  
  Thursdays @ 3 P.M. 
        1340 AM 
       1400 AM 
       103.5 FM 

YOU CAN BE SAVED YOU CAN BE SAVED YOU CAN BE SAVED 

TODAY!TODAY!TODAY!   
   To be saved today, you must 
hear the gospel (Romans 
10:17; Acts 15:7).  You must 
believe the gospel that assures 
us salvation through Jesus 
who is the risen Lord (Romans 
10:9, 10).  You must be willing 
to turn your life over to God 
through repentance (Acts 
17:30; Romans 2:4).  Those 
willing to live for God through 
repentance are ready for 
confession (Romans 10:9,10). 
  The person who confesses is 
baptized into Christ (Romans 
6:3, 4; Galatians 3:27).  In 
baptism, the believer is 
washed, sanctified, and 
justified (1 Corinthians 6:11).  
Christ saves the baptized 
person in baptism (1 Peter 
3:21). 
  If you believe that Jesus died 
for you and was resurrected, if 
you will repent and confess, 
then you can be baptized into 
Christ and be saved.  Come to 
Jesus today! 

SUNDAY 
Early Morning Worship……………....8 A.M. 
Bible School…………………….. …...9 A.M. 
Morning Worship…………………....10 A.M. 
Evening Worship………………….6:30 P.M. 
 
WEDNESDAY-MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY 

11 A.M. & 7 P.M. 
 

MENS’ & LADIES’ BIBLE CLASS 
5 P.M. (2nd & 4th Sunday) 

(September-May) 
 

MEETINGS & MINISTRIES 
Teachers’ Meeting……………………... …..9 A.M. 

(1st Saturday) 
 
Clothing Bank………………….…10 A.M.-12 P.M. 

(1st Saturday) 
 
Youth Fellowship Meeting……………. ….10 A.M. 

(2nd Saturday) 
 
Husbands & Fathers’ Support Group… ...10 A.M. 

(3rd Saturday) 
 
Young Adult Ministry……………………  6:30 P.M. 

(3rd Friday) 

WORSHIP TO THE  

SICK & SHUT-IN   
 

FOR THE MONTH OF AUGUST 

Brother Micheal Curry 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP  
   

2nd  Kendra Scott/Tiffany Seawright 
9th  Meika Loyd 
16th Diane Foxworth/Michelle Conner 
23rd Teresa Love 
30th Leah Adkins/Chanel Foxworth 
 
 

NURSERY DUTY 
Not Scheduled 

 

GREETERS 
Mary Terry 

 

      COMMUNION PREPARERS  
Mary Terry 

 

BAPTISMAL COMMITTEE 
Lillie Holmes/Wanda Jones 
Regina Scott/Shanita Green 

 

COMMENTARY CORNER  
 
     Kingdom life recognizes the work of the 
kingdom, and at the same time, it recognizes 
the value of each within the kingdom engag-
ing in productive and meaningful work. Be-
lievers are to be persons who study to be 
quiet, who do their own business, and who 
work with their hands (1 Thessalonians 
4:11). And working with their own hands 
would provide the means to do good by oth-
ers (Ephesians 4:28).  

 In addition to a view of relations, and 
occupations, this pericope calls attention to 
another reality of life: we all receive an invi-
tation from God. In the case of the brothers, 
they received invitation to become fishers of 
men. We know that Andrew had already 
been a disciple of John the Baptist (John 

1:39). Now he would be engaged in the 
greatest work known to humanity. He would  
invite people to the kingdom and to Jesus.  

The greatest invitation we will ever re-
ceive is the invitation to the kingdom of 
God while living life on earth. This kingdom 
invites us to hear truth, know truth, and 
obey truth, all of which is found in Jesus 
(John 14:6). And we celebrate today because 
after the several hundred years since Jesus 
walked by the sea of Galilee, the invitation is 
still extended to men, women, boys, and 
girls.  

We noted that the passage is a micro-
cosm of how Jesus impacts life. There are 
three areas of life examined: First, family 
(that is, our relations). Second, is our work 
(our occupations); and third, is faith (our 
invitations to know God through his Son, 

Jesus Christ).  
These are ever present concerns of each 

generation. And the call today is that we do 
all we can to preach and to teach how king-
dom life positively affects each. We are to 
give assurances what only the faithful realize, 
that only the faithful come to know.  

There is a kingdom on earth that is not 
of this world. Its King is Jesus. Its constitu-
tion is the New Covenant. Its citizenry is 
born into it by water and Spirit (John 3:3, 
5). Its people walk in the word that is truth 
(John 8:31–32). They are people whose fami-
lies glorify God. They are people who work 
taking care of themselves and others. They 
are people who continue in the tradition of 
extending the kingdom’s invitation to the 
world. Pray that we celebrate the call extend-
ed by our King and Savior, Jesus.  


