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J esus taught the importance of bearing 
fruit, being productive, and increasing 

in many settings. He asserted that he was 
the vine and his disciples the branches, 
and then assured that those who abided 
in him would bring forth much fruit 
(John 15:5). Note that his followers were 
to understand that God expected them 
not just to bring forth fruit, but to bring 
forth much fruit.  

The Lord Jesus spoke a parable featur-
ing a man that had a tree planted in his 
vineyard who came to find fruit and 
found none (Luke 13:6). His remedy was 
to cut it down since it was taking up space 
on the ground (Luke 13:7). The dresser of 
the tree, however, intervened assuring the 
owner that if the tree was cared for differ-
ently–digging around it and dunging it–
that it would bring forth fruit. If not, it 
should then be cut down (Luke 13:8–9).  

Jesus expected productivity and fo-
cused on this truth in still another teach-
ing. He spoke of ten men who received 
pounds from a nobleman (Luke 19:12–

13). Two of the men gained pounds, but 
a third kept the pound laid up in a nap-
kin, gaining nothing (Luke 19:20). Jesus 
commended the first two servants for 
their gain, but reprimanded the third for 
not acting according to what he under-
stood about the character of the noble-
man (Luke 19:20–26). What students of 
the word must not miss is the truth that 
God is a God of expectation, and that 
expectation centers on fruitfulness and 
productivity.  

The disciples of Jesus are to live ac-
cording to their understanding of the 
Lord’s expectations. The texts mentioned 
above forecasts undesired consequences 
for those who fail to meet the Lord’s ex-

pectations. In the teaching of Jesus being 
the vine and the disciples the branches, 
the undesired consequence was that un-
productive branches were to be cut off 
and eventually to be cast into fire (John 
15:6). In the parable of an unproductive 
tree, the dresser hopes to save the tree 
from being cut down (Luke 13:7–9). 
Then in the parable of the pounds, the 
man who thought to keep his pound laid 
up in a napkin is called wicked (Luke 
19:22) and has his pound taken and given 
to the man who had ten pounds (Luke 
19:24).   

 In today’s religious climate, people 
have difficulty associating Jesus with such 
actions and judgment. This can be ex-
plained by the reality that many are not as 
familiar with the word as they assume. 
There is too a failure to understand how 
God manifests and demonstrates love. 
God’s expectation is evidence of God’s 
valuing our existence. God’s love does 
not conclude that we are worthless, inca-
pable, without ability. God’s love refuses 
to focus on our faults and failures and 
foolish ways. God’s love invites, includes 
and involves. God’s expectations for our 
productivity and fruitfulness are meant to 
say to us that God knows that we can 
make a contribution, we can abide with 
the vine, we can be fruitful when given 
time, we can earn when afforded a 
pound. It is the blessed privilege of the 
people of God to share that God knows 
we can be fruitful, that we can bring forth 
much fruit, that we can bring forth thirty, 
sixty, and a hundredfold. 

Our study centered on horticultural 
theology recognizes the audiology, cardiol-
ogy and polmology involved in being 
fruitful. In this study we have acknowl-

edged two factors. The first is the seed, 
the word of God. The seed is the word of 
God (Mark 4:14; Luke 8:11). The other 
and ultimate factor is the heart (Mark 
4:15; Luke 8:15).  

What our previous lesson acknowl-
edged was that by way of audiology, differ-
ing hearts do at least hear the word (Mark 
4:20). We extended beyond that in our 
cardiology acknowledging that differing 
hearts receive the word variously. But that 
heart that receives it as a fertile heart 
brings forth fruit (Mark 4:20; Luke 8:15).  

Jesus blessed us with a descriptions of 
how hearts receive the word of God. The 
hearts of some are like way side soil (Mark 
4:15. The hearts of others are like stony 
ground (Mark 4:16). The hearts of still 
others are like thorny ground (Mark 
4:18).  But the heart that produces fruit is 
good ground (Mark 4:20).  

What characterizes the heart of some-
one who has a wayside heart? Jesus ex-
plained that this is a person who fails to 
acknowledge the voice of God above the 
voice of Satan (Mark 4:15). Eve heard 
Satan rather than God (Genesis 3:13).  
Peter was told, “Get thee behind me Sa-
tan” (Matthew 16:23). And Ananias was 
asked why he allowed Satan to fill his 
heart (Acts 5:3). Jesus explained that the 
person who listens to Satan does so be-
cause that person does not really savor 
the things which be of God, but those 
things that be of men (Matthew 16:23).  
The person who listens to Satan, seeking 
what is of man, cannot be fruitful. 

Then there is the thorny heart. This 
is a person who has no root, able only to 
endure for a time (Mark 4:17).   

   ~Continued 

COMMENTARY CORNER:  DEVOTIONS IN THE GOSPEL OF MARK: A STUDY 
SERIES #12 “THE SOWER AND THE WORD: AUDIOLOGY, CARDIOLOGY, AND 
POLMOLOGY—THE INCREASE”  “And other fell on good ground, and did yield fruit that sprang up 
and increased; and brought forth, some thirty, and some sixty, and some an hundred” (Mark 4:8).   
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2020 THEME: “To Him Be Glory In The Church, By Christ Jesus...” (Ephesians 3:21) 

 In Deepest Sympathy 
We wish to express our deepest 

sympathy to sister Dorris Jones in 

the passing of her oldest son. Also 

in this loss, we express our condo-

lences to brother Sean Penn, and brother and 

sister Rodney S. (Cheryl) Evans in the loss of 

their brother. 

   Our heartfelt sympathy also go out to brother 

and sister Joey Taylor in the loss of Tenisha’s 

uncle. May God continue to be with each family 

during this time.  

EMAIL: Members, please send
your name and email address to 
carverroadcoc@yahoo.com to be 
added to our email directory.  

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Keep Reading! For any additional infor-

mation please contact sister Felecia Caruthers 

at (336) 575-2972. 

1st, Justun Green; 3rd, Stanley King; 5th, Eric 

Isaiah Nelson; 7th, Sandra Jones;  8th, Joshua 

Caruthers, AJ Crim; 10th, Kobe Williams; 

11th, Heather King; 13th, Jericho Caruthers; 

14th, George McNair; 17th, Adolphus Coplin; 

20th, Cynthia Judge; 23rd, DJ Crim, Mary 

McLaurin; Ben Robinson; 28th, Kim McNair, 

Elizabeth Oliver; 30th, Robert Fowler 

(41 years) Marion  & Hazel Gordon  - 17th 

ZOOM MEETING 
Our mid-week evening Bible study 
meets at 7:00 p.m. by Zoom. Please vis-
it us on Facebook at Carver Road 
Church of Christ to find link to join in 
our bible study each Wednesday eve-
nings. Bible lesson materials are made 
available through the church’s website 
listed below. We look forward to see-
ing and meeting with you. 
www.carverroadchurchofchrist.org. 

FACEBOOK:  Take a moment to 
“like” and “follow” us on Facebook. 
Search for Carver Road Church of 
Christ. When sermons and virtual 
events announcements, and even our 
live Sunday services are posted and 
broadcasted live on our page, please be 
sure to comment as well as share on 
your personal page. 

YOUTUBE: Be sure to visit our 
YouTube page, Carver Road Church of 
Christ to view past sermons. To sub-
scribe to our page, simply create a free 
account on YouTube. 

83rd Annual 2020 Southwestern 

Christian College Lectureship - 
A Virtual Event-November 

21st—25th, 2020.  This special event can be accessed on 
the SWCC Facebook page and on The Church TV Net-
work. Our very own Dr. Jefferson R. Caruthers Jr. will be 
one of the speakers. For detailed information please visit 
Southwestern Christian College website at swcc.edu and 
click on the announcement tab for the lectureship event.  



PRAY THAT GOD LEADS US TO SOULS TO SAVE TODAY & THROUGH THIS WEEK 

    RESPONSIVE READING 
Revelation 3:19–4:2 

READER:  As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: 
be zealous therefore, and repent.  

CHURCH:  Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: 
if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will 
come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me. 

READER:  To him that overcometh will I grant to 
sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and 
am set down with my Father in his throne. 

CHURCH: He that hath an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit saith unto the churches. 

READER: After this I looked, and, behold, a door 
was opened in heaven: and the first voice which I 
heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; 
which said, Come up hither, and I will shew thee 
things which must be hereafter. 

UNISON: And immediately I was in the spirit: and, 
behold, a throne was set in heaven, and one sat on the 
throne. 

 PRAYER 

Father in heaven, we open the door to Your Son 

expecting that he will come in and sup with us. Help us 

to overcome and to sit with him in his throne. In the  

name of Jesus, we pray, Amen 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

8:00 A.M 
SONG LEADER Adolphus Coplin      

SERMON Jefferson R. Caruthers Jr.  

10:00 A.M. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS      Artis Rucker     

INVOCATION Joseph Wilson        

SONG DIRECTOR Adolphus Coplin   

SCRIPTURE  

RESPONSIVE READING  Isiah Black       

PRAYER  Cecil Oliver     

SERMON   Jefferson R. Caruthers Jr. 
OFFERING Reginald Nichols    

LORD’S SUPPER George McNair     

CLOSING PRAYER Walter Weathers Jr.      

GUESTS PRESENTATION

sis. Linda Burgess, sis. Shagail Reed, sis. Heather King, 
sis. Tiffany Seawright, sis. Wendy Thomas, sis. Barbie 
Jones, sis. Rose Ellerbe, sis. Twana Roebuck, sis. Denise 
Garner, bro. Edward Maxwell, bro. Willie Williams, sis. 
Mary Hargraves, sis. Monique Curry, sis. Cynthia Judge, 
sis. Tabbatha Burgess, bro. Robert Fowler, bro. Adolphus 
Coplin, bro. Walter Weathers Jr. 

 SHEPHERD ON CALL FOR  NOVEMBER    

Brother Walter Weathers Jr. 

(336) 785-2520

PRAYER REQUEST 

OUR SICK AND SHUT-IN 
sis. Beverly Crim, bro. Frank W. Dulin, 
bro. Alvin Eaton, sis. Magdalene Flem-
ing, bro. Barry Harper, sis. Dorris Jones, 
bro. Amos Lewis, bro. Leroy Nelson, sis. 
Martha Reynolds, sis. Mattie Richardson, 
Bobby Robinson, sis. Carol Weathers 

COMMUNION REFLECTION 
(JOHN 11:1) 

Now a certain man was sick, named Laz-
arus, of Bethany, the town of Mary and 
her sister Martha.  

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-3-19/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-3-19/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-3-20/
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https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-3-21/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-3-21/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-3-21/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-3-22/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-3-22/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-4-1/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-4-1/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-4-1/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-4-1/
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https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-4-2/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-4-2/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-4-2/


SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 

BAPTISMAL TEAM 

Bro. Anthony Clinton 
Bro. George McNair 
Bro. Walter Weathers. Jr.  

ZONES 
ZONE #1 Capt. Bro. J. Wilson (661-1312) 
ZONE #4 Co-Capt. Bro. B. Terry (720-9694) 
ZONE #5 Capt. Bro. J. Gadson (650-9693) 
                Co-Capt. Bro. A. Rucker (924-5696) 
ZONE #7 Capt. Bro. J. Foxworth (924-5029)  
                 Co-Capt. Bro R. Oliphant (765-3105) 
ZONE #8 Capt. Bro. R. March (727-0052) 

Radio Broadcast Stations 
 Sundays @ 7:30 A.M.  
  Thursdays @ 3 P.M. 
        1340 AM 
       1400 AM 
       103.5 FM 

YOU CAN BE SAVED YOU CAN BE SAVED YOU CAN BE SAVED 

TODAY!TODAY!TODAY!   
   To be saved today, you must 
hear the gospel (Romans 
10:17; Acts 15:7).  You must 
believe the gospel that assures 
us salvation through Jesus 
who is the risen Lord (Romans 
10:9, 10).  You must be willing 
to turn your life over to God 
through repentance (Acts 
17:30; Romans 2:4).  Those 
willing to live for God through 
repentance are ready for 
confession (Romans 10:9,10). 
  The person who confesses is 
baptized into Christ (Romans 
6:3, 4; Galatians 3:27).  In 
baptism, the believer is 
washed, sanctified, and 
justified (1 Corinthians 6:11).  
Christ saves the baptized 
person in baptism (1 Peter 
3:21). 
  If you believe that Jesus died 
for you and was resurrected, if 
you will repent and confess, 
then you can be baptized into 
Christ and be saved.  Come to 
Jesus today! 

SUNDAY 
Early Morning Worship……………....8 A.M. 
Bible School…………………….. …...9 A.M. 
Morning Worship…………………....10 A.M. 
Evening Worship………………….6:30 P.M. 
 
WEDNESDAY-MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY 

11 A.M. & 7 P.M. 
 

MENS’ & LADIES’ BIBLE CLASS 
5 P.M. (2nd & 4th Sunday) 

(September-May) 
 

MEETINGS & MINISTRIES 
Teachers’ Meeting……………………... …..9 A.M. 

(1st Saturday) 
 
Clothing Bank………………….…10 A.M.-12 P.M. 

(1st Saturday) 
 
Youth Fellowship Meeting……………. ….10 A.M. 

(2nd Saturday) 
 
Husbands & Fathers’ Support Group… ...10 A.M. 

(3rd Saturday) 
 
Young Adult Ministry……………………  6:30 P.M. 

(3rd Friday) 

WORSHIP TO THE  

SICK & SHUT-IN   
 

FOR THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER 

Brother Roy Oliphant 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP  
  Will resume in 2021 

 

 
 
 

NURSERY DUTY 
Not Scheduled 

 

GREETERS 
Mary Terry 

 

      COMMUNION PREPARERS  
Mary Terry 

 

BAPTISMAL COMMITTEE 
Rosalyn Evans/Shirlene Murray 

Sherri Pilson 

COMMENTARY CORNER  
 
Trouble rocks this person’s faith. The person 
endures for a time and all are happy, encour-
aged, hopeful, grateful. It looks like the word 
has found fertile ground. The person endures 
for a time. While the sun shines, and the 
waves are calm, and the winds don’t blow, and 
family is supportive, and the church is edify-
ing. The person endures for a time, the text 
says. But when affliction or persecution  arises 
for the word’s sake, immediately they are of-
fended. Contrast the time elements: “endures 
for a time” and “immediately.” And the cause? 
For the word’s sake. (Mark 4:17). People can 
take it if it is about the job, but not the word. 
They can take it if it is about best friends, but 
not for the word’s sake. They can take if from 
family, but not for the word’s sake. 
     Beyond the “way side heart” and the “stony 

ground heart” is the “thorny ground 
heart” (Mark 4:18). The thorny ground heart 
is different from stony ground. Stony ground 
was offended for the word’s sake. What hap-
pens in the thorny ground context is one be-
comes attracted to the cares of the world, the 
deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other 
things entering in. These cares, and riches, 
and other things entering in choke the word. 
The word cannot take hold. The word is left 
on the outside. The word becomes less attrac-
tive than the cares and the riches.  

A person who has received the pure word 
of God can become so enamored with the 
world, that there is no time, no space, no pri-
oritizing of  the word and what pleases God.  

Praise God, however, for the truth Jesus 
shared about good ground. It was not all about 
the wayside, or the stones, or the thorns. Jesus 
demonstrated that God believed in us. He sent 

his son because he knew he could empower 
men and women of faith. God knew that there 
were those who could abide in the vine. God 
foresaw that some, given an opportunity, 
would eventually bear fruit. God planned for 
those who received pounds to receive even 
more.  

In the words of Jesus: “And these are they  
which are sown on good ground; such as hear 
the word, and receive it, and bring forth fruit, 
some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an hun-
dred. Pray God that we continue to bear fruit, 
hearing Him instead of Satan, enduring when 
persecutions come, living above the cares of 
the world, the deceitfulness of riches, and oth-
er things entering in.  

Let the children of God praise God for 
the opportunity to meet the standard of bear-
ing fruit, being productive, and increasing in 
life.  


