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COMMENTARY CORNER:  DEVOTIONS IN THE GOSPEL OF MARK: A STUDY 
SERIES#1 “JOHN THE BAPTIST, PREPARATION, AND SALVATION”  “The voice of one 
crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. John did baptize in the 
wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins” (Mark 1:3–4).   

J esus did not come unexpectedly. He 
came at a time determined by his Father 

(Galatians 4:4). He came to do the will of 
the Father (John 5:30).  He came to com-
plete the work the Father gave him to do 
(John 17:4). He came to finally say, “It is 
finished” (John 19:30).  

The children of God must learn to 
take comfort in the truth that God works 
according to His own plans. He accom-
plishes His will as he determines. And He 
always works with the well-being of hu-
manity in mind. God’s children may not 
always understand what God is doing, but 
they can take consolation in the truth that 
they know the expected outcome. Things 
will work together for good for those who 
are called according to the purpose of God 
(Romans 8:28). God works to bring men 
and women into fellowship with Him.  

The prophets spoke of this outcome, 
but throughout salvation history, it was 
not always clear to the prophets how their 
words would ultimately be fulfilled, how 
God would work and complete his plans. 
They still, however, proclaimed to the peo-
ple, “thus says the Lord.”   

The Apostle Peter spoke to this truth 
when he wrote about the prophets; that 
they searched what, or what manner of 
time the Spirit of Christ which was in 
them did signify, when it testified before-
hand the sufferings of Christ and the glory 
that would follow (1 Peter 1:11).  

One of the Apostle Peter’s protégé’s 
was John Mark, the author of the gospel 
that bears his name. When a disciple 
comes to the reading of the gospel of 
Mark, one is presented a gospel from one 
informed by  Peter. It is fitting, and per-
haps expected, that John Mark would 
begin his gospel message focusing on the 
expectations of the prophets. He writes, 
“The beginning of the gospel of Jesus 

Christ, the Son of God, As it is written in 
the prophets, Behold, I send my messenger 
before thy face, which shall prepare thy 
way before thee” (Mark 1:1–2).  

These opening words underscore the 
truth with which we began: Jesus did not 
come unexpectedly. But add to that truth 
that God determined to involve others in 
preparing for His Son. None was more 
significant than the cousin of Jesus, John 
the Baptist (Mark 1:6).  And though the 
prophets before John may not have com-
pletely understood their own prophecies, 
the ministry of John the Baptist brings clari-
fication.  

We will focus on four thoughts: first, a 
dedicated messenger; second, a desert prepa-
ration; third, a distinguishing baptism; and 
fourth, declarative preaching. These orienta-
tions to John Mark’s gospel account for the 
first eight verses of his gospel.  

The  dedicated messenger comes as evi-
dence that before God would send his Son 
into the world, it was appropriate to desig-
nate someone to announce his coming 
(Luke 1:15–16). This would be appropriate 
for any dignitary entering an area where he 
had responsibility, or even lordship. Mark 
captures words spoken by the prophet Isaiah 
related to the messenger. Isaiah writes, “The 
voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make 
straight in the desert a highway for our 
God” (Isaiah 40:3).  

John the Baptist, with all his peculiari-
ties was prepared by God to do the work of 
God (Luke 1:13–15). Let none of us forget 
that God prepares us for what each will do 
to His glory. John was created to be the fore-
runner for Christ, even though he was 
clothed in camel’s hair, with a girdle of skin 
about his loins; eating locusts and wild hon-
ey (Mark 1:6; see also Luke 7:25). God 
commissioned John the Baptist to be His 

messenger. 
The messenger involved himself in 

being a voice in the wilderness (Mark 1:3), 
preparing the way of the Lord. John was 
integrally involved in preparation of the 
ministry of Jesus. In Isaiah’s prophecy, the 
preparation involved topography, it in-
volved carving out a straight highway in 
the desert. Isaiah pronounces, “Every val-
ley shall be exalted, and every mountain 
and hill shall be made low: and the crook-
ed shall be made straight, and the rough 
places plain” (Isaiah 40:3–4).   

We are to understand that in Isaiah’s 
vision, topography was a part of prepara-
tion. The fulfillment for John, however, 
was not about what to do with topography, 
but with humanity. John the Baptist, sta-
tioned in the desert, prepares people for 
the coming of the Lord.  Jesus was to come 
to people who were in expectation of the 
work of God.  And what the people were 
tasked to do was repent, manifested in a 
willingness to be baptized.  

John performed a distinguishing bap-
tism. It distinguished those who prepared 
for the coming of the Lord from those 
who refused to accept that they needed to 
be made straight.  During the ministry of 
Jesus, some found opportunity to rejoice 
because they had been distinguished by 
the baptism of John. Luke writes about 
Jesus’ commendation of John, “And all the 
people that heard him, and the publicans, 
justified God, being baptized with the bap-
tism of John. But the Pharisees and law-
yers rejected the counsel of God against 
themselves, being not baptized of 
him” (Luke 7:29–30). The baptism was 
accompanied by a willingness for men, 
women, tax collectors, and soldiers to live 
differently (Luke 3:10–14). It was a distin-
guishing baptism.  

                                       ~Continued 
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2020 THEME: “To Him Be Glory In The Church, By Christ Jesus...” (Ephesians 3:21) 

With Deepest Sympathy 
 

We wish to express our deepest 
sympathy to the following mem-
bers and their families in the loss 

of their loved ones: sister Shirlene Mur-
ray in the passing of her son, Rodrick 
Murray, sister Clara Murray of her neph-
ew, and sister Yolonda Eichelberger of 
her cousin in this loss as well.  
     Also our condolences go out to broth-
er and sister Andrew Jackson in the loss 
of his sister; and brother and sister Stan-
ley King and family in the passing of his 
aunt. May God continue to be with them 
during their time of bereavement. 

2nd, Jamar Foxworth; 4th, Geraldine Jackson, 

Bernard Terry, Latoya Reid; 5th Trena Wil-

son; 10th Carol Weathers; 15th Sydney John-

son; 16th Crysenith Kirby; 17th Barbie Jones; 

19th Meredith Boyd, Chava Mash; 20th Mag-

dalene Fleming; 23rd Valarie Coplin; 25th 

Breanna Hall; 28th Kendra Scott; 30th Court-

ney Massey, Monique Curry 

(60 years) Joseph & Beverly Crim– 16 th  

  CORNELIUS CORNER 
 

You may be able to get VA health care benefits if you served in 
the active military, naval, or air service and didn’t receive a dis-
honorable discharge. To find out more about health care eligi-
bility go to www.va.gov/health-care/eligilbility.  

 AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keep Reading! For any additional infor-

mation please contact sister Felecia Caruthers 

at (336) 575-2972. 

Jesus Christ the same 
yesterday, and to day, 

and for ever.  

~Hebrews 13:8 

ZOOM MEETING 
 

Our mid-week evening Bible study 
meets at 7:00 p.m. by Zoom. Please 
visit us on Facebook at Carver Road 
Church of Christ to find link to join 
in our bible study each Wednesday 
evenings. Bible lesson materials are 
made available through the church’s 
website listed below. We look for-
ward to seeing and meeting with 
you. 
www.carverroadchurchofchrist.org. 

 

Welcome to the family, 

brother Patrick Green and 

sister Beverlon Green, 

both were bap-

tized on Sunday, July 26, 2020. 

Let us continue to encourage 

our new babes in Christ.                              

http://www.va.gov/health-care/eligilbility
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Hebrews-13-8/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Hebrews-13-8/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Hebrews-13-8/


PRAY THAT GOD LEADS US TO SOULS TO SAVE TODAY & THROUGH THIS WEEK 

    RESPONSIVE READING 
Jude 3–8 

 

READER: Beloved, when I gave all diligence to 
write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful 
for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should 
earnestly contend for the faith which was once 
delivered unto the saints.  
 

CHURCH: For there are certain men crept in 
unawares, who were before of old ordained to this 
condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our 
God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord 
God, and our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

READER: I will therefore put you in remembrance, 
though ye once knew this, how that the Lord, having 
saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward 
destroyed them that believed not. 
 

CHURCH: And the angels which kept not their first 
estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in 
everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of 
the great day. 
 

READER: Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the 
cities about them in like manner, giving themselves 
over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are 
set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of 
eternal fire. 
 

UNISON: Likewise also these filthy dreamers defile 
the flesh, despise dominion, and speak evil of dignities. 
 

PRAYER 
Father in heaven, indeed empower us to earnestly 
contend for the faith which was once delivered to the 
saints.  In the name of Jesus, we pray,  Amen. 

ORDER OF WORSHIP  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8:00 A.M 
SONG LEADER                       Roy Oliphant               

SERMON             Jefferson R. Caruthers Jr.  
     
 

10:00 A.M. 
  
ANNOUNCEMENTS               Joe Wilson                

INVOCATION  Artis Rucker                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

SONG DIRECTOR              Adolphus Coplin       

SCRIPTURE               Juan Williams         

RESPONSIVE READING George McNair          

PRAYER   Walter Weathers Jr.        

SERMON              Jefferson R. Caruthers Jr.                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
OFFERING               Isiah Black                      

LORD’S SUPPER             Bernard Terry         

CLOSING PRAYER             Todd Woods       

GUESTS PRESENTATION                     
                
                      

COMMUNION REFLECTION 

(JOHN 10:28) 
And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never 
perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my 
hand.  

USHERS 

Bro. Andrew Jackson, sis. Heather King, sis. Sherry Woods, sis. 
Hazel Gordon, sis. Wendy Thomas, bro. Reginald Nichols, sis. 
Athenia Pouncey, sis. Beverly Wallace, sis. Shirlene Murray, bro. 
Roy Oliphant, sis. Veronica Black, bro. Jefferson Caruthers 

 SHEPHERD ON CALL FOR  AUGUST    

Brother Roy Oliphant 
(336) 765-3105 

PRAYER REQUEST 

OUR SICK AND SHUT-IN  
 

sis. Gloria Brown, sis. Beverly Crim, bro. 
Frank W. Dulin, bro. Alvin Eaton, sis. 
Paula Evans, sis. Magdalene Fleming, bro. 
John Foxworth, bro. Barry Harper, sis. 

Dorris Jones, bro. Amos Lewis, bro. Leroy Nelson, sis. 
Martha Reynolds, sis. Mattie Richardson   

 EVENING USHERS  
Braxton King Kobe Williams 

Tahjmel Brim A. J. Crim 

Andrew Jackson Bernard Wallace 

Todd Woods James Cherry 

Curtis Conner Tahjmel Brim 

Javar Jones Sean Penn 

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Jude-1-3/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Jude-1-3/
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https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Jude-1-7/
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SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 

BAPTISMAL TEAM 

Bro. Anthony Clinton 
Bro. Thomas Loyd, Sr.  
Bro. George McNair 
Bro. Walter Weathers. Jr.  

ZONES 
ZONE #1 Capt. Bro. J. Wilson (661-1312) 
ZONE #4 Co-Capt. Bro. B. Terry (720-9694) 
ZONE #5 Capt. Bro. J. Gadson (650-9693) 
                Co-Capt. Bro. A. Rucker (924-5696) 
ZONE #7 Capt. Bro. J. Foxworth (924-5029)  
                 Co-Capt. Bro R. Oliphant (765-3105) 
ZONE #8 Capt. Bro. R. March (727-0052) 

Radio Broadcast Stations 
 Sundays @ 7:30 A.M.  
  Thursdays @ 3 P.M. 
        1340 AM 
       1400 AM 
       103.5 FM 

YOU CAN BE SAVED YOU CAN BE SAVED YOU CAN BE SAVED 

TODAY!TODAY!TODAY!   
   To be saved today, you must 
hear the gospel (Romans 
10:17; Acts 15:7).  You must 
believe the gospel that assures 
us salvation through Jesus 
who is the risen Lord (Romans 
10:9, 10).  You must be willing 
to turn your life over to God 
through repentance (Acts 
17:30; Romans 2:4).  Those 
willing to live for God through 
repentance are ready for 
confession (Romans 10:9,10). 
  The person who confesses is 
baptized into Christ (Romans 
6:3, 4; Galatians 3:27).  In 
baptism, the believer is 
washed, sanctified, and 
justified (1 Corinthians 6:11).  
Christ saves the baptized 
person in baptism (1 Peter 
3:21). 
  If you believe that Jesus died 
for you and was resurrected, if 
you will repent and confess, 
then you can be baptized into 
Christ and be saved.  Come to 
Jesus today! 

SUNDAY 
Early Morning Worship……………....8 A.M. 
Bible School…………………….. …...9 A.M. 
Morning Worship…………………....10 A.M. 
Evening Worship………………….6:30 P.M. 
 
WEDNESDAY-MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY 

11 A.M. & 7 P.M. 
 

MENS’ & LADIES’ BIBLE CLASS 
5 P.M. (2nd & 4th Sunday) 

(September-May) 
 

MEETINGS & MINISTRIES 
Teachers’ Meeting……………………... …..9 A.M. 

(1st Saturday) 
 
Clothing Bank………………….…10 A.M.-12 P.M. 

(1st Saturday) 
 
Youth Fellowship Meeting……………. ….10 A.M. 

(2nd Saturday) 
 
Husbands & Fathers’ Support Group… ...10 A.M. 

(3rd Saturday) 
 
Young Adult Ministry……………………  6:30 P.M. 

(3rd Friday) 

WORSHIP TO THE  

SICK & SHUT-IN   
 

FOR THE MONTH OF AUGUST 

Brother Micheal Curry 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP  
   

2nd  Kendra Scott/Tiffany Seawright 
9th  Meika Loyd 
16th Diane Foxworth/Michelle Conner 
23rd Teresa Love 
30th Leah Adkins/Chanel Foxworth 
 
 

NURSERY DUTY 
Not Scheduled 

 
 

GREETERS 
Mary Terry 

 

      COMMUNION PREPARERS  
Mary Terry 

 

BAPTISMAL COMMITTEE 
Lillie Holmes/Wanda Jones 
Regina Scott/Shanita Green 

 

COMMENTARY CORNER  
 
     Finally, John the Baptist was a dedicated 
messenger, making desert preparation, prac-
ticing a distinguishing baptism, continuing 
with declarative preaching. Declarative 
preaching is preaching that advocates clear-
ly and explicitly what must be emphasized.  

John the Baptist declared in his preach-
ing, “There cometh one mightier than I 
after me, the latchet of whose shoes I am 
not worthy to stoop down and unloose. I 
indeed have baptized you with water: but he 
shall baptize you with the Holy 
Ghost” (Mark 1:7–8). John understood 
clearly that as important a person God 
made him, and as necessary a ministry he 
was assigned, that he was pointing to anoth-
er greater than himself. And everyone of us 

can learn from this admission of John the 
Baptist.  

There are many among us who gain 
great reputations for their services. They 
excel in their ministries. They are made 
famous by their preaching. They are known 
for their love and sacrifice. But as awesome 
as the work of anyone of us is, it pales in 
comparison to the important and mighty 
work of Jesus.  

John confessed what we must continue 
to acknowledge. John said that Jesus is 
mightier than I.  We need to confess in our 
songs that Jesus is not only mighty, but he 
is mightier than we are. He is mighty.  

John understood that the one who was 
mighty was of such standing that he felt 
unworthy to unloose his sandals (Mark 1:7).  
John understood that even he benefited 

from the work of the Savior and should be 
most eager to serve him as directed.  

Then John reflects on a truth that is for 
his age and ours. The work of preparation 
was not the work of salvation. The salvation 
would come by Jesus. In preparation, John 
baptized in water. In salvation, Jesus would 
usher in the period of God’s Holy Spirit 
being poured out. John says, “I indeed have 
baptized you with water: but he shall bap-
tize you with the Holy Ghost” (Mark 1:8).  

Let us acknowledge in our devotion 
moments that God made preparation for 
our salvation. He sent Jesus as Savior. He 
involved humanity in His work. And allows 
humanity to enjoy salvation through His 
Son, Jesus Christ. 
        


