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COMMENTARY CORNER:  DEVOTIONS IN THE GOSPEL OF MARK: A STUDY 
SERIES #15  “BE NOT AFRAID, ONLY BELIEVE” “As soon as Jesus heard the word that was 
spoken he saith unto the ruler of the synagogue, Be not afraid, only believe. And he suffered no man 
to follow him, save Peter, and James, and John the brother of James.” (Mark 5:36–37).   

J esus understood humanity’s greatest 
longings. He knew what each expected. 

He could detail when humanity was at its 
best and when humanity was at its worst.  
He crafted humanity to experience peace, 
joy, and love. He also anticipated humani-
ty’s need to experience pain, suffering and 
the fear that accompanied both.  

Let there be no mistake about it. It is 
not the will of God for men and women 
to suffer at the hands of one another. He 
expects our hands to comfort each other. 
It is not the will of God that words be-
come curses. It is God’s will that words 
provide encouragement and assurance, 
that they bless us. It is not the will of God 
that lives be lived in sickness. God’s will is 
that we be whole. God did not create fam-
ilies for pain, discomfort, and abuse. The 
home was to be a place for alleviation of 
pain, discomfort, and abuse. Equally im-
portant, God provided family members to 
watch out for and to care for one another.  

We are blessed to witness care for a 
loved one in the story of Jairus and his 
daughter. Jairus provides great insight into 
both our care for family and our depend-
ence on the God who created us. We 
meet Jairus as Jesus has recently crossed 
over from the place of healing a demoniac 
(Mark 5:21).  

Upon crossing over, Jairus comes to 
him. And Jairus was no insignificant per-
son by life’s standards. There were many 
who often visited the synagogue. Jairus, 
however, did not just visit the synagogue 
but was one of the rulers of the synagogue 
(Mark 5:22). He has responsibility. We are 
thankful today for those who are not just 
attendees but those who accept responsi-
bility.  

Pray God that we accept responsibil-
ity. Pray that we accept it because we seek 
to be about the business of God. Pray that 

we accept responsibility because we love 
the people of God. Pray that we identify 
with God’s mission, purpose, and will for 
our lives. Pray that God uses us, but that 
his using us does not cause us to forget 
our need for him. 

We do understand that sometimes 
our blessings cause us to forget the source 
of our blessings. We need never to forget 
who put us in position, who allowed oth-
ers to respect us, who gave us the means 
and the wherewithal to be people of im-
portance, even admiration. Jairus was rul-
er of the synagogue but still acknowledged 
his need for God.  

Jairus needed only to reflect on how 
blessed he was, easily discernible by his 
place and position in the synagogue. As 
one of the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus 
was blessed to see the weekly attendees 
determined to hear a word from the law, 
prophets, and writings. As one of the rul-
ers of the synagogues, Jairus would hear 
great expounders and exhorters expound 
upon and exhort from the word of God. 
As one of the rulers of the synagogues, 
Jairus would hear about God’s deliverance 
of his people, God’s care through storms, 
God’s power over nature and the ele-
ments. As one of the rulers of the syna-
gogues he would come to know stories of 
the sick being healed, and even the dead 
breathing again. This place put him in a 
position to have hope, to trust in God, to 
believe in God. We can learn from Jairus 
never to forget the privilege of our place.  

Believers should be able to identify 
with being in a place of blessing. We are 
not in a synagogue, but we are in a place 
of blessing, in the church. In the church 
we are blessed to see the multitude of be-
lievers who trust in God. In the church we 
are blessed to witness expounders and ex-
horters of the word of God. In the church 

we are blessed to hear of the power of 
God, his protection of the blessed, his 
power over nature, his power over death, 
and even the promises of how the Christ 
makes us new, brings us near, provides us 
provision, and removes our fear by way of 
our belief. 

Jesus spoke to the contrast between 
fear and belief. There are expected behav-
iors with those who fear, and expected 
behavior of those who believe. We are ac-
tually talking about two different lifestyles. 
Humanity’s ultimate reality is fear when 
there is not belief in Jesus as Savior. Jesus 
spoke to Jairus saying, “Be not afraid, only 
believe” (Mark 5:36).  

Jesus and Jairus had just heard the 
latest news coming from the home of 
Jairus. His friends informed Jairus that his 
daughter was dead (Mark 5:35). There as-
sumption was that the daughter’s life had 
come to an end. They asked Jairus why he 
should trouble the Master further. In their 
minds, there was nothing Jesus could do.  

Jesus encouraged Jairus not to accept 
the conclusions life brought to his friends. 
Life taught them that there was one event 
that could not be changed. There was one 
reality over which humanity had no re-
course. There was a disposition only fit-
tingly understood as “The End.” Jesus en-
couraged Jairus not to fear, but to believe.  

When there is fear and a lack of hope 
there are behaviors to be expected. When 
Jesus arrived at the home of Jairus people 
living in fear were doing all they could. 
The text says that there was tumult, weep-
ing and wailing greatly. These are the man-
ifestations of a life of fear and a lack of 
trust in what God can do. We have seen it 
time and again. And even now there is 
fear manifest in tumult, weeping, and wail-
ing.   

                                   ~Continued 
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2020 THEME: “To Him Be Glory In The Church, By Christ Jesus...” (Ephesians 3:21) 

WINTER WONDERLAND 
POST OFFICE BOX 

Now through December 20th the Sunshine 
Ministry will have holiday cards available in 
the foyer for our members. The ministry is 
asking that members please pick up one card 
per household.  

  With Heartfelt Sympathy 
We wish to express our deepest sympa-
thy to the following members and 
their families in the passing of their 
loved ones: brother and sister Walter 

Weathers Jr. in the loss of a cousin; and brother 
Anthony Clinton loss of his sister. May God 
continue to be with them during this time.  

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Keep Reading! For any additional infor-

mation please contact sister Felecia Caruthers 

at (336) 575-2972. 

ZOOM MEETING 
Our mid-week evening Bible study 
meets at 7:00 p.m. by Zoom. Please vis-
it us on Facebook at Carver Road 
Church of Christ to find link to join in 
our bible study each Wednesday eve-
nings. Bible lesson materials are made 
available through the church’s website 
listed below. We look forward to see-
ing and meeting with you. 
www.carverroadchurchofchrist.org. 

FACEBOOK:  Take a moment to 
“like” and “follow” us on Facebook. 
Search for Carver Road Church of 
Christ. When sermons and virtual 
events announcements, and even our 
live Sunday services are posted and 
broadcasted live on our page, please be 
sure to comment as well as share on 
your personal page. 

YOUTUBE: Be sure to visit our 
YouTube page, Carver Road Church of 
Christ to view past sermons. To sub-
scribe to our page, simply create a free 
account on YouTube. 

1st, Indya Rucker; 2nd, James Floyd, Annette 

Nichols; 3rd, Tamika Nelson; 4th , Michael Mash, 

Sr., Jada Thomas; 5th, Eva Jones; 7th, Alinda 

Gadson; 10th, Cecilia Mash; 11th, Eric Nelson; 

14th, George Leak; 15th, LeAngela Stewart; 16th, 

Beverly Wallace; 17th, Jai Caruthers, David Rice; 

21st, Aliyah Coplin; 22nd, Sherry Woods; 24th, 

Malachi Downing; 26th, Twana Roebuck; 29th, 

David Ingram 

(37 Years) Jefferson & Felecia Caruthers - 17th   

(31 Years) Bernard & Mary Terry - 23rd  

Proverbs 3:5 

“Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; 
and lean not unto thine own understand-
ing.”  



PRAY THAT GOD LEADS US TO SOULS TO SAVE TODAY & THROUGH THIS WEEK 

    RESPONSIVE READING 
Revelation 5:10–6:1

READER: And hast made us unto our God kings 
and priests: and we shall reign on the earth. 

CHURCH: And I beheld, and I heard the voice of 
many angels round about the throne and the beasts and 
the elders: and the number of them was ten thousand 
times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands; 

READER: Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the 
Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and 
wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and 
blessing. 

CHURCH: And every creature which is in heaven, 
and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in 
the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, 
Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto 
him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for 
ever and ever. 

READER: And the four beasts said, Amen. And the 
four and twenty elders fell down and worshipped him 
that liveth for ever and ever. 

UNISON: And I saw when the Lamb opened one of 
the seals, and I heard, as it were the noise of thunder, 
one of the four beasts saying, Come and see. 

 PRAYER 
Father in heaven, we confess, Worthy is the Lamb that 
was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, 
and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. Help 
us to live according to his salvation. In the name of 
Jesus, Amen. 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

8:00 A.M 
SONG LEADER Adolphus Coplin      

SERMON Jefferson R. Caruthers Jr.  

10:00 A.M. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  Artis Rucker      

INVOCATION Cecil Oliver       

SONG DIRECTOR Roy Oliphant     

SCRIPTURE  Roy Oliphant       

RESPONSIVE READING Isiah Black        

PRAYER Joseph Wilson      

SERMON   Jefferson R. Caruthers Jr. 
OFFERING Reginald Nichols    

LORD’S SUPPER Reginald Nichols     

CLOSING PRAYER Walter Weathers Jr.     

GUESTS PRESENTATION

sis. Beverlon Green, sis. Hazel Gordon, sis. Heather King, sis. 

Wendy Thomas, sis. Marleshia Young, bro. John Foxworth, 

bro. Walter Weathers Jr., bro. Edward Maxwell, bro. Isiah 

Black, bro. Bernard Wallace, sis. Alfreda Howell, sis. Bobby 

Robinson, bro. Adolphus Coplin, bro. James Gadson, bro. 

Reginald Nichols, bro. Jefferson R. Caruthers Jr. 

 SHEPHERD ON CALL FOR  DECEMBER    

Brother Roy Oliphant 

(336) 765-3105

PRAYER REQUEST 

OUR SICK AND SHUT-IN 
sis. Beverly Crim, bro. Frank W. Dulin, 
bro. Alvin Eaton, sis. Magdalene Flem-
ing, bro. Barry Harper, sis. Dorris Jones, 
bro. Amos Lewis, bro. Leroy Nelson, sis. 
Martha Reynolds, sis. Mattie Richard-

son, Bobby Robinson, sis. Carol Weathers 

COMMUNION REFLECTION 
(JOHN 11:5) 

Now Jesus loved Martha, and her 

sister, and Lazarus 

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-5-10/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-5-11/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-5-12/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-5-13/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-5-14/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-6-1/


SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 

BAPTISMAL TEAM 

Bro. Anthony Clinton 
Bro. George McNair 
Bro. Walter Weathers. Jr.  

ZONES 
ZONE #1 Capt. Bro. J. Wilson (661-1312) 
ZONE #4 Co-Capt. Bro. B. Terry (720-9694) 
ZONE #5 Capt. Bro. J. Gadson (650-9693) 
                Co-Capt. Bro. A. Rucker (924-5696) 
ZONE #7 Capt. Bro. J. Foxworth (924-5029)  
                 Co-Capt. Bro R. Oliphant (765-3105) 
ZONE #8 Capt. Bro. R. March (727-0052) 

Radio Broadcast Stations 
 Sundays @ 7:30 A.M.  
  Thursdays @ 3 P.M. 
        1340 AM 
       1400 AM 
       103.5 FM 

YOU CAN BE SAVED YOU CAN BE SAVED YOU CAN BE SAVED 

TODAY!TODAY!TODAY!   
   To be saved today, you must 
hear the gospel (Romans 
10:17; Acts 15:7).  You must 
believe the gospel that assures 
us salvation through Jesus 
who is the risen Lord (Romans 
10:9, 10).  You must be willing 
to turn your life over to God 
through repentance (Acts 
17:30; Romans 2:4).  Those 
willing to live for God through 
repentance are ready for 
confession (Romans 10:9,10). 
  The person who confesses is 
baptized into Christ (Romans 
6:3, 4; Galatians 3:27).  In 
baptism, the believer is 
washed, sanctified, and 
justified (1 Corinthians 6:11).  
Christ saves the baptized 
person in baptism (1 Peter 
3:21). 
  If you believe that Jesus died 
for you and was resurrected, if 
you will repent and confess, 
then you can be baptized into 
Christ and be saved.  Come to 
Jesus today! 

SUNDAY 
Early Morning Worship……………....8 A.M. 
Bible School…………………….. …...9 A.M. 
Morning Worship…………………....10 A.M. 
Evening Worship………………….6:30 P.M. 
 
WEDNESDAY-MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY 

11 A.M. & 7 P.M. 
 

MENS’ & LADIES’ BIBLE CLASS 
5 P.M. (2nd & 4th Sunday) 

(September-May) 
 

MEETINGS & MINISTRIES 
Teachers’ Meeting……………………... …..9 A.M. 

(1st Saturday) 
 
Clothing Bank………………….…10 A.M.-12 P.M. 

(1st Saturday) 
 
Youth Fellowship Meeting……………. ….10 A.M. 

(2nd Saturday) 
 
Husbands & Fathers’ Support Group… ...10 A.M. 

(3rd Saturday) 
 
Young Adult Ministry……………………  6:30 P.M. 

(3rd Friday) 

WORSHIP TO THE  

SICK & SHUT-IN   
 

FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER 

Brother  George McNair 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP  
  Will resume in 2021 

 

 
 
 

NURSERY DUTY 
Not Scheduled 

 

GREETERS 
Mary Terry 

 

      COMMUNION PREPARERS  
Mary Terry 

 

BAPTISMAL COMMITTEE 
Diane Foxworth/Diane Blakely 

Wendy Thomas 

COMMENTARY CORNER  
 

The person who came from the house 
of Jairus encouraged him to default to this 
position of tumult, weeping, and wailing. 
They believed that as great a teacher as Je-
sus was, there was no need to trouble him 
further (Mark 5:35).  After all, what could 
Jesus do? 

We must understand that when our 
family, friends, and neighbors don’t know 
Jesus they will encourage us to cease bring-
ing our troubles to Christ. They will en-
courage us to understand that there is no 
help for us. They will encourage us to aban-
don the walk. They will assure that there is 
nothing Jesus can do.  

We must be thankful that Jairus, syna-
gogue ruler that he was, would not be dis-

suaded by those who came to his house. 
He had gone to the sea shore to meet Jesus. 
He had come into the presence of Jesus to 
inform him of his need. He had walked 
patiently with Jesus as the woman with the 
issue of blood was healed (Mark 5:34). He 
started with Jesus and determined to stay 
with Jesus. Jesus had gone this far with 
Jairus, we learn when we understand that 
he went with him all the way. 

Jesus spoke to the reality of Jairus’ 
daughter. He informed those gathered at 
Jairus’s house that the girl was only sleep-
ing. And the people’s response is classic. 
They laughed him to scorn (Mark 5:40). 
This is usually the response of humanity 
when it has run our of words, run out of 
solutions, has no more to say. But Jesus 

had more to say. 
In the presence of the daughter’s par-

ents and his inner circle, Jesus says to the 
daughter, “Talitha cumi” which is 
“Daughter arise” (Mark 5:41). This whole 
encounter turns on the truth that Jairus 
trusted what God and the Son said. The 
people said to abandon Jesus. Jesus said, 
“Be not afraid, only believe” (Mark 5:36).  

Belief is a lifestyle acknowledging that 
Jesus not only knows our greatest needs, 
fears, and weaknesses, Jesus can meet our 
needs, allay our fears, strengthen us 
through weakness. Let us learn to fear, but 
to believe. Let that belief be manifest in 
our care for family, believers and neigh-
bors. Let it be evidence that we will stay 
with Jesus.  


