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COMMENTARY CORNER:  THE FATHER, A FAR COUNTRY, FAMINE, AND 
FINANCE”  (Part 2) "And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; and he sent 
him into his fields to feed swine.  And he would fain have filled his belly with the husks that the 
swine did eat; and no man gave unto him" (Luke 15:15–16). 

J esus teaches, by way of story, above 
the ability of all other story tellers 

and teachers.  Many have sought to dis-
cover his methods for relating such 
poignantly accurate descriptions of the 
thoughts and deeds of mankind.  We 
must remember that there never has 
been, nor ever will be, any more intui-
tive observer of the deeds of men, wom-
en, boys, and girls than Jesus. 
    His stories are true to life, unraveling 
layers of interactions; revealing not only 
deeds, but the thoughts and intents of 
the heart.  No less is this true in the 
story of the prodigal son.  We hear the 
son’s requests for separation and inde-
pendence from his father, but we are 
privileged to witness scenes unfold that 
reveal the thoughts and intents of his 
heart.   
    It becomes obvious that the younger 
son does not leave home to follow in 
his father’s footsteps of responsible pro-
duction for feeding, caring for, and nur-
turing his family and others.  The son 
goes into a far country, and rather than 
even watch to care for himself, he 
wastes his substance.  His substance is 
not wasted through poor management 
as he tries to make a living in the mar-
ket place.  His substance is wasted in 
riotous living. 
    As a masterful story teller, Jesus has 
left us with many contrasts in this 
young man’s life, contrasts that teach us 
much about how good our heavenly 
Father is to those who put their trust in 
Him.  More than this, we are blessed to 
learn that when we finally discover that 

we have wasted our substance, the Fa-
ther has provision that exceeds our ex-
pectation. 
   Let us recognize lessons we learn 
when comparing the love of the Father 
to the lost days of the son.  We contin-
ue our story by noting that the son’s 
means for travel originated at home and 
not in the far country.  How many have 
ignored the moral dictum that warns, 
ebonically speaking, “don’t forget where 
you came from”? Remembering in this 
philosophical orientation is not to sug-
gest that we know the street address we 
are leaving behind, the number of trees 
and shrubs, whether we lived on the 
south side, north side, east, or west.  
The warning is not suggesting that there 
is significance in geography.  What we 
are cautioned to do is to remain con-
sistent to the teaching that has resulted 
in our health and well being.  We are to 
remember the difference between home 
and the far country. 
   Recognize, too, that with the father 
the son was continually maintained; in 
the far country, he spent all. He is far 
from home and all is spent.  He spent 
all.  Neither father nor brother is near, 
and he has spent all.  He does not know 
what he will need into the next month, 
week, or day, but he has spent all.  Too 
many lives are “spent all” lives.  It is 
good to note that the spent all life usu-
ally comes at the same time that one 
realizes that sin takes you farther than 
you want to go, keeps you longer than 
you can afford to stay, costs you more 
than what is possibly within your 

means.  We must warn ourselves and 
others that there are consequences to 
living to the point of a spent all life! 
    One correctly anticipates the story 
when he realizes that the young man’s 
mistakes will intensify at this point.  
Who has not experienced the law of 
sowing and reaping that turns on the 
truth that when we thought things 
could get no worse, trouble shows up 
with partners worse than he?  The 
young man lived a spent all life, and 
now famine comes to his far country.  
There are places we spend our lives that 
end up being desolate places.  We put 
everything into it, only to discover that 
the far country takes, and when we 
need it most, it hands us the famine 
card.   What is a young man to do who 
leaves the security of home for the inse-
curity of the far country; who leaves 
with the portion that belongs to him, 
then exhausts his substance with riot-
ous living; who, when he has spent all, 
discovers that the far country he lives in 
is in the midst of famine?  At least one 
thing is true, as long as he does not real-
ize where his source of blessings are, 
things will get worse before getting bet-
ter. 
   Worse than living in a land of famine 
is finding oneself living below a son’s 
status.  At home, he was son and heir.  
His father employed servants.  In the far 
country, he is not recognized as a son 
but is instead joined to a citizen of that 
country and working as a servant. 
 
                                       ~Continued



 All Visitors! 
You Are Our 

Honored Guests!  

CHURCH 

 LEADERS 

   

PPPREACHERREACHERREACHER---SSSHEPHERDHEPHERDHEPHERD   
JEFFERSON R. CARUTHERS  JR. 

 
AAASSISTANTSSISTANTSSISTANT   TOTOTO   THETHETHE   

MMMINISTERINISTERINISTER   
RICHARD JONES 

 

   

MMMINISTERINISTERINISTER   EEEMERITUSMERITUSMERITUS   
CLOYS R. CECIL SR.  

 
 
 

SHEPHERDSSHEPHERDSSHEPHERDS   
JEFFERSON R. CARUTHERS  JR. 

JOHN FOXWORTH 

ROY OLIPHANT 

WALTER WEATHERS, JR.  
 

ELDER EMERITUSELDER EMERITUSELDER EMERITUS   
FRANK W. DULIN 

LEROY NELSON 
 

DEACONSDEACONSDEACONS   
MICHEAL CURRY 

JAMES E. GADSON 

GEORGE MCNAIR 

BERNARD TERRY 

JOE WILSON 
 

  
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

MARCELLA KENDALL 

TRIAD SCHOOL  
OF 

 PREACHING 
 

April 18, 2020 ~ 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
 

For additional information or questions 
please contact brother Cloys R. Cecil, Sr. 
at (336) 969-9736 

2020 THEME: “To Him Be Glory In The Church, By Christ Jesus...” (Ephesians 3:21) 

(11 Years) Kevin & Shundra McLaurin – 14th  
(38 Years) James & Melodie Ralls - 16th  

(45 years) Worth & Jacalyn McCloud – 20th   
(53 years) Joe & Mattie Wilson – 26th  

(23 years) Adolphus & Valarie Coplin – 29TH 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
 

4th, Worth McCloud;5th, Martica Dixon; 
9th, Kecia McCloud; 10th,Delores 
Reaves; 13th, Theressa Witherspoon; 
15th, Eshe Johnson;16th, Melodie Ralls; 
18th, Johnny Johnson; 19th, Simon John-
son, Javar Jones; 20th, Katherine Eich-
leberger, Athenia Pouncey, Joey Taylor; 
22nd, Jefferson R. Caruthers Jr.; 24th, 
Veronica Sides; 25th, James Ralls; 26th 
Meika Loyd; 28th, Angela Weathers; 
29th, Jefferson Caruthers, III 

 
 
 

 

Stay tuned for the 

next Reading Safari. 

For any additional in-

formation please con-

tact sister Felecia Caruthers at 

(336) 575-2972. 

 

SOUTHWESTERN  
CHRISTIAN COLLEGE  Fundraiser 

Today, we will be recognizing South-

western Christian College in Terrell, 

TX for its marks in Christian education. 

Our goal is to reach $10,000.00. Please 

give your contribution to sister Felecia 

Caruthers.   

 

You may be able to get VA health care benefits if you served in 
the active military, naval, or air service and didn’t receive a dis-
honorable discharge. To find out more about health care eligi-
bility go to www.va.gov/health-care/eligilbility.  

  CORNELIUS CORNER 

MEN’S & LADIES’   
BIBLE CLASS 

Please adjust your 

schedules accordingly, 

our Men’s and Ladies’ Bible class to 

be announced at a later date. 

http://www.va.gov/health-care/eligilbility


PRAY THAT GOD LEADS US TO SOULS TO SAVE TODAY & THROUGH THIS WEEK 

    RESPONSIVE READING 
     1 John 2:11–16 

 

READER:  But he that hateth his brother is in 
darkness, and walketh in darkness, and knoweth not 
whither he goeth, because that darkness hath blinded 
his eyes. 
 

CHURCH: I write unto you, little children, because 
your sins are forgiven you for his name's sake.  
 

READER:  I write unto you, fathers, because ye 
have known him that is from the beginning. I write 
unto you, young men, because ye have overcome the 
wicked one. I write unto you, little children, because ye 
have known the Father.  
 

CHURCH:  I have written unto you, fathers, 
because ye have known him that is from the beginning. 
I have written unto you, young men, because ye are 
strong, and the word of God abideth in you, and ye 
have overcome the wicked one. 
 

READER: Love not the world, neither the things 
that are in the world. If any man love the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him.  
 

UNISON: For all that is in the world, the lust of the 
flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is 
not of the Father, but is of the world. 

 
PRAYER 

Father in heaven, we seek not to love those things that 
are not of You. Help us to have Your love for truth and 
one another.  In the name of Jesus, we pray, Amen. 

ORDER OF WORSHIP  
8:00 A.M 

SONG LEADER                            Andrew Jackson         

SERMON             Jefferson R. Caruthers Jr.  
     
 

10:00 A.M. 
  
ANNOUNCEMENTS       Ron Jessup             

INVOCATION      Cecil Oliver                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

SONG DIRECTOR                   James Gadson    

SCRIPTURE                    Juan Williams     

RESPONSIVE READING      Javar Jones 

PRAYER       Adolphus Coplin    

SERMON    Jefferson R. Caruthers Jr.                                                                                                      
OFFERING                   George McNair            

LORD’S SUPPER                  Roy Oliphant   

READER       Howard Brown  

CLOSING PRAYER      Ollie Carpenter    

GUESTS PRESENTATION                     
                

                                           6:30 P.M.  
  

ANNOUNCEMENTS      Ron Jessup              

INVOCATION                  Richard Jones     

SONG DIRECTOR      Adolphus Coplin                                  

SCRIPTURE        Andrew Jackson      

RESPONSIVE READING             Curtis Conner      

PRAYER                   Artis Rucker    

SERMON    Jefferson R. Caruthers Jr.                                                                                                               
OFFERING       Walter Weathers Jr.       

LORD’S SUPPER      Anthony Clinton    

CLOSING PRAYER      Todd Woods      

GUESTS PRESENTATION        
                      

COMMUNION REFLECTION 

(JOHN 10:9) 
I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be 
saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.  

USHERS 

sis. Heather King, bro. Artis Rucker, bro. Robert March 
 bro. James Gadson, bro. Richard Jones 

 SHEPHERD ON CALL FOR  MARCH    

Brother John Foxworth  
(336) 918-6359 

PRAYER REQUEST 

OUR SICK AND SHUT-IN  
sis. Immogene Bray, sis. Gloria Brown, bro. 
Harold Brown, bro. Frank W. Dulin, bro. 
Alvin Eaton, sis. Magdalene Fleming, sis. 
Jessie Hall, bro. Barry Harper, sis. Dorris 
Jones, bro. Amos Lewis, bro. Leroy Nelson, 

sis. Martha Reynolds, sis. Mattie Richardson, sis. Bobby 
Robinson 

 EVENING USHERS  
Braxton King A. J. Crim 

Tahjmel Brim Kobe Williams 

Andrew Jackson James Cherry 

Bernard Wallace Todd Woods 

Javar Jones Curtis Conner 

Sean Penn Tahjmel Brim 
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SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 

BAPTISMAL TEAM 

Bro. Anthony Clinton 
Bro. Thomas Loyd, Sr.  
Bro. George McNair 
Bro. Walter Weathers. Jr.  

ZONES 
ZONE #1 Capt. Bro. J. Wilson (661-1312) 
ZONE #4 Co-Capt. Bro. B. Terry (720-9694) 
ZONE #5 Capt. Bro. J. Gadson (650-9693) 
                Co-Capt. Bro. A. Rucker (924-5696) 
ZONE #7 Capt. Bro. J. Foxworth (924-5029)  
                 Co-Capt. Bro R. Oliphant (765-3105) 
ZONE #8 Capt. Bro. R. March (727-0052) 

Radio Broadcast Stations 
 Sundays @ 7:30 A.M.  
  Thursdays @ 3 P.M. 
        1340 AM 
       1400 AM 
       103.5 FM 

YOU CAN BE SAVED YOU CAN BE SAVED YOU CAN BE SAVED 

TODAY!TODAY!TODAY!   
   To be saved today, you must 
hear the gospel (Romans 
10:17; Acts 15:7).  You must 
believe the gospel that assures 
us salvation through Jesus 
who is the risen Lord (Romans 
10:9, 10).  You must be willing 
to turn your life over to God 
through repentance (Acts 
17:30; Romans 2:4).  Those 
willing to live for God through 
repentance are ready for 
confession (Romans 10:9,10). 
  The person who confesses is 
baptized into Christ (Romans 
6:3, 4; Galatians 3:27).  In 
baptism, the believer is 
washed, sanctified, and 
justified (1 Corinthians 6:11).  
Christ saves the baptized 
person in baptism (1 Peter 
3:21). 
  If you believe that Jesus died 
for you and was resurrected, if 
you will repent and confess, 
then you can be baptized into 
Christ and be saved.  Come to 
Jesus today! 

SUNDAY 
Early Morning Worship……………....8 A.M. 
Bible School…………………….. …...9 A.M. 
Morning Worship…………………....10 A.M. 
Evening Worship………………….6:30 P.M. 
 
WEDNESDAY-MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY 

11 A.M. & 7 P.M. 
 

MENS’ & LADIES’ BIBLE CLASS 
5 P.M. (2nd & 4th Sunday) 

(September-May) 
 

MEETINGS & MINISTRIES 
Teachers’ Meeting……………………... …..9 A.M. 

(1st Saturday) 
 
Clothing Bank………………….…10 A.M.-12 P.M. 

(1st Saturday) 
 
Youth Fellowship Meeting……………. ….10 A.M. 

(2nd Saturday) 
 
Husbands & Fathers’ Support Group… ...10 A.M. 

(3rd Saturday) 
 
Young Adult Ministry……………………  6:30 P.M. 

(3rd Friday) 

WORSHIP TO THE  

SICK & SHUT-IN   
 

FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH 

Brother Bernard Terry  

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP  
1st Diane Foxworth/Michelle Conner 
8th Wendy Thomas 
15th Tiffany Seawright 
22nd Marcella Kendall/Centrece Kendall 
29th Chanel Foxworth 
 

NURSERY DUTY 
1st Sherry Woods/Tabbatha Burgess 
8th Tamah Williams/D’Asia Williams 
15th Yolonda Crim/Brianna Crim 
22nd Edelina Oliphant/Sherri Pilson 
29th Sandra Jones/Tamika Nelson 

 

GREETERS 
1st Shuandra McLaurin/Tabbatha Burgess 

8th Mary Robinson/Willie Mae Cherry 
15th Alfreda Howell/Teresa Love 
22nd Alinda Gadson/Carol Weathers 
29th Edelina Oliphant/Meredith Boyd 
 

      COMMUNION PREPARERS  
Mary Robinson/Teresa Love 

 

BAPTISMAL COMMITTEE 
Diane Foxworth/Diane Blakely 

Wendy Thomas 

COMMENTARY CORNER  
 

It gets worse than spending all, 
the famine, and joining self to a citi-
zen of that country.  He leaves the 
security of the home where there are 
obviously fatted calves to work in the 
field with swine whose food he covets!   

At home it is obvious that he has 
no want, in the far country he has 
want.  At home he asks to be given 
what is due him.  In the far country 
he asks, but nothing is due. 

Worse than nothing being due 
him, as he lives in famine stricken 
territory, as he is joined to a citizen of 
that country, as he is so hungry that 

he would be filled with swine food, 
the text tears to the core and result of 
what street the selfishness of sin will 
lead one to.  It is the street where no 
man will give you. 

The text reads, “and no man gave 
unto him.” (Luke 15:16). Wise story 
teller that Jesus is, he prepares us for 
this moment in the introduction.  
When the younger son was not in 
want, he said to his father, “give me 
the portion…” (Luke 15:12). The fa-
ther does not argue, instead, for the 
boys, “he divided unto them his liv-
ing” (Luke 15:12).  Now in want, with 
no one to demand to give his portion, 
the commentary is, “no man gave un-

to him” (Luke 15:16). 
Is not life locked into this cycle of 

give me, the father’s provision, and no 
man giving?  Can we not learn that 
what we have in life, the world did 
not give to us?  The world does not 
provide our joy, peace, and love.  The 
world can’t give these things to us.  
But the world will try to take these 
away.   

No man so loved the world that 
He gave his only begotten Son. Only 
the Father can give to this extent.  
There is much more even to this sto-
ry, let us appreciate the truths we have 
meditated on to this point. 


