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COMMENTARY CORNER:  DEVOTIONS IN THE GOSPEL OF MARK: A STUDY SERIES 
#10 “THE SOWER AND THE WORD: AUDIOLOGY, CARDIOLOGY, AND POLMOLOGY”  (#1) 
“That seeing they may see, and not perceive; and hearing that they may hear, and not understand; lest at any 
time they should be converted, and their sins should be forgiven them. And he said unto them, Know ye not 
this parable? and how then will ye know all parables? The sower soweth the word” (Mark 4:12–14).   

J esus has glory as the Word in the gos-
pel of John. We read, “In the begin-

ning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God” (John 
1:1); then, “And the Word was made 
flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we be-
held his glory, the glory as of the only be-
gotten of the Father,) full of grace and 
truth” (John 1:14). A great number of 
people will acknowledge that the Word is 
important. Not enough, however, make a 
practice of exalting the word above every 
other word having to do with life. 

What is to be understood about Jesus 
as the Word is that the word that comes 
from God informs us at a level different 
from all other words we might hear. Hear-
ing the word of the gospel, for example, is 
different from hearing a word about nu-
trition, physical health, or emotional de-
velopment. The word of God must always 
be understood as a word that does the 
most for all.  

Bringing attention to the word, as 
Jesus was tempted, he stated that man 
lives by every word that proceeds from the 
mouth of God (Matthew 4:4), rather than 
physical bread for nutrition and physical 
health. Humanity must understand that 
there is word from God, and there are 
words of Jesus. Jesus said about his word 
that heaven and earth would pass away, 
but that his words would not pass away 
(Matthew 24:35). Early in the gospel of 
Mark, Mark records that Jesus preached 
the word (Mark 2:2). The gospel writer, 
Luke, states that he knew of many who 
were eyewitnesses and ministers of the 
word (Luke 1:2). It is good news to under-
stand that while Jesus walked this earth, 
many pressed upon him to hear the word 
of God (Luke 5:11). And then making 

another contrast between being provided 
nutrition and the word of God, Jesus says 
that the blessed person is the one who 
hears the word of God and keeps it (Luke 
11:28). 

John records a few more words about 
the words of Jesus, writing, that Jesus said 
to those who believed on him that if they 
continued in his word, they were his disci-
ples indeed (John 8:31). John captured 
the words of Jesus in his priestly prayer, as 
Jesus prayed, “Sanctify them through thy 
truth, thy word is truth (John 17:17).  

Let us remind again that the word of 
God, Jesus as the Word, and the words 
spoken by Jesus are all to be understood 
as making a difference between the word 
of God as primary and words associated 
with all other aspects of life.  

It is important for the people of God 
to know that their gatherings are primari-
ly governed by how the word has in-
formed life. What we want to learn when 
we attend Bible classes is the word. What 
we want to hear when we gather for wor-
ship services is the word. What we hold 
forth as an appropriate body of material 
for the children of God to meditate in is 
the word of God.  

There are other options that people 
seem ready to make the focus in word 
gatherings. And many people want to 
come together to hear from other spokes-
persons about life. Further, those who do 
not have the word of God to share would 
like an audience within the word assem-
bly. The meteorologist would like to 
come and to talk to the church about the 
weather and climate change. The biolo-
gist wants to stand before the assembly 
and talk about what constitutes a living 
thing. The physiologist seeks opportunity 

to engage the word assembly on the sub-
ject of body health. The psychologist 
wants to use the word and bible class 
hour to talk about mental health. The 
criminologist believes she has a word 
about crime, deviant behavior, and law 
and order that would be good for the 
church. The sociologist is seeking ap-
pointment during church to talk about 
how society functions in organizing the 
experiences of human beings. But what 
the church must understand is that the 
bible class assembly and the worship as-
sembly are moments in time to talk about 
how God has a word that affects our 
souls. And we need that word. That word 
has benefit and blessing that magnify the 
intensity of joy, gladness, and happiness 
in life before the physical frame fades 
away. And that word prepares persons for 
eternity in a new body in the eternal king-
dom of God. We need that word.  

The word of God is what Jesus fo-
cused on as he taught those who gathered 
around him (Mark 4:1–2). And we learn 
that one of the methods he used to teach 
the word was speaking parables. In one of 
those parables he spoke about a sower 
who sowed seed. Jesus used a common 
human experience to communicate spir-
itual truths. In that human experience, he 
spoke of a sower who sowed seed. That 
seed fell by the wayside; it fell on stony 
ground; it fell on thorny ground, and it 
fell on good ground (Mark 4:3–9).  When 
it fell, birds, shallow roots, and thorns 
became factors contributing to an inabil-
ity to produce fruit.  

But the apostles and others did not 
understand what Jesus was teaching. 
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ZOOM MEETINGS 
Attention Teachers and Ministry Leaders, please 

adjust your schedules accordingly for the follow-

ing zoom meetings: Teachers’ Meeting: Saturday, 

November 7, 2020 at 9 a.m. Ministry Leaders’ 

Meeting: Saturday, November 7, 2020 at 10 a.m.  

2020 THEME: “To Him Be Glory In The Church, By Christ Jesus...” (Ephesians 3:21) 

University Church of Christ 
Ladies’ Virtual Event: Ladies’  Inspi-

rational Day “Change Me O God, Make Me 
More Like You” Psalms 51:10. This will take 
place on Saturday, November 7, 2020 from 
8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. There will be three 
speakers for this virtual event. Pre-
Registration is required @ bit.ly/UCOC2020  
(Host congregation location, Charlotte, NC). 

The 83rd Annual 2020 
Southwestern Christian Col-
lege Lectureship will be a 
Virtual Event November 

21st—25th, 2020. This special event can be accessed on the 
SWCC Facebook page and on The Church TV Network. 
Our very own Dr. Jefferson R. Caruthers Jr. will be one of 
the speakers. For detailed information please visit South-
western Christian College website at swcc.edu and click on 
the announcement tab for the lectureship event.   

Congratulations to Garrin and 
Anita McNair on the birth of 
their baby girl, True Jordyn 
McNair born Sunday, October 

25, 2020, weighing 5 lbs. and 7 oz. and 
18.5 inches long. Also congratulations to 
the proud grandparents: brother and sister 
George McNair and brother and sister 
Bernard Terry.  

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Keep Reading! For any additional in-

formation please contact sister Felecia 

Caruthers at (336) 575-2972. 

1st, Justun Green; 3rd, Stanley King; 5th, Eric Isaiah 

Nelson; 7th, Sandra Jones;  8th, Joshua Caruthers, AJ 

Crim; 10th, Kobe Williams; 11th, Heather King; 13th, 

Jericho Caruthers; 14th, George McNair; 17th, Adol-

phus Coplin;  20th, Cynthia Judge; 23rd, DJ Crim, 

Mary McLaurin; Ben Robinson; 28th, Kim McNair, 

Elizabeth Oliver; 30th, Robert Fowler 

(41 years) Marion  & Hazel Gordon  - 17th 

WEDNESDAY ZOOM MEETING 

Our mid-week evening Bible study meets 
at 7:00 p.m. by Zoom. Please visit us on 
Facebook at Carver Road Church of Christ 
to find link to join in our bible study each 
Wednesday evenings. Bible lesson materi-
als are made available through the 
church’s website listed below. We look 
forward to seeing and meeting with you. 

www.carverroadchurchofchrist.org. 

FACEBOOK:  Take a moment to “like” 

and “follow” us on Facebook. Search for 
Carver Road Church of Christ. When ser-
mons and virtual events announcements, 
and even our live Sunday services are post-
ed and broadcasted live on our page, please 
be sure to comment as well as share on your 
personal page. 

YOUTUBE: Be sure to visit our 

YouTube page, Carver Road Church of 
Christ to view past sermons. To subscribe to 
our page, simply create a free account on 
YouTube. 

Congratulations! 



PRAY THAT GOD LEADS US TO SOULS TO SAVE TODAY & THROUGH THIS WEEK 

    RESPONSIVE READING 
Revelation 3:7–12 

READER: And to the angel of the church in 
Philadelphia write; These things saith he that is holy, he 
that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, 
and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth; 

CHURCH:  I know thy works: behold, I have set before 
thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a 
little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied 
my name. 

READER: Behold, I will make them of the synagogue 
of Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; 
behold, I will make them to come and worship before thy 
feet, and to know that I have loved thee.  

CHURCH: Because thou hast kept the word of my 
patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, 
which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell 
upon the earth. 

READER: Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which 
thou hast, that no man take thy crown. 

UNISON: Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in 
the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I 
will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of 
the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh 
down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon 
him my new name. 

 PRAYER 
Father in heaven, we would that you make us a pillar in the 

temple of God. Strengthen us to keep Your word of 

patience. In the name of Jesus we pray, Amen. 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

8:00 A.M 
SONG LEADER Adolphus Coplin      

SERMON Jefferson R. Caruthers Jr.  

10:00 A.M. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS       Cecil Oliver        

INVOCATION   Walter Weathers Jr.   

SONG DIRECTOR Adolphus Coplin    

SCRIPTURE  Todd Woods     

RESPONSIVE READING   Reginald Nichols       

PRAYER   Richard Jones     

SERMON   Jefferson R. Caruthers Jr. 
OFFERING Roy Oliphant        

LORD’S SUPPER Bernard Terry   

CLOSING PRAYER   James Gadson    

GUESTS PRESENTATION

sis. Hazel Gordon, bro. Reginald Nichols, bro. Kevin 
McLaurin, sis. Jewell Johnson, sis. Mary Thompson, bro. 
and sis. Leroy Nelson, sis. Monique Curry, sis. Wendy 
Thomas, Sis. Annette Nichols, sis. Tara Floyd, bro. Juan 
Williams, bro Ron Jessup, bro. Walter Weathers Jr. 

 SHEPHERD ON CALL FOR  NOVEMBER    

Brother Walter Weathers Jr. 

(336) 785-2520

PRAYER REQUEST 

OUR SICK AND SHUT-IN 

sis. Beverly Crim, bro. Frank W. Dulin, 
bro. Alvin Eaton, sis. Magdalene Flem-
ing, bro. Barry Harper, sis. Dorris 
Jones, bro. Amos Lewis, bro. Leroy 
Nelson, sis. Martha Reynolds, sis. 
Mattie Richardson, Bobby Robinson, 

sis. Carol Weathers 

COMMUNION REFLECTION 
(JOHN 10:41) 

And many resorted unto him, and 
said John did no miracle: but all 
things that John spake of this man 
were true.  

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Jude-1-15/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-3-7/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-3-7/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-3-7/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-3-7/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Jude-1-10/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-3-8/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-3-8/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-3-8/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-3-8/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Jude-1-5/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-3-10/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-3-10/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-3-10/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-3-10/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-3-11/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-3-11/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-3-12/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-3-12/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-3-12/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-3-12/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-3-12/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-3-12/


SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 

BAPTISMAL TEAM 

Bro. Anthony Clinton 
Bro. George McNair 
Bro. Walter Weathers. Jr. 

ZONES 
ZONE #1 Capt. Bro. J. Wilson (661-1312) 
ZONE #4 Co-Capt. Bro. B. Terry (720-9694) 
ZONE #5 Capt. Bro. J. Gadson (650-9693) 

     Co-Capt. Bro. A. Rucker (924-5696) 
ZONE #7 Capt. Bro. J. Foxworth (924-5029)  

      Co-Capt. Bro R. Oliphant (765-3105) 
ZONE #8 Capt. Bro. R. March (727-0052) 

Radio Broadcast Stations 
 Sundays @ 7:30 A.M. 
  Thursdays @ 3 P.M. 

  1340 AM 
 1400 AM 
 103.5 FM 

YOU CAN BE SAVED YOU CAN BE SAVED YOU CAN BE SAVED 

TODAY!TODAY!TODAY!   
   To be saved today, you must 
hear the gospel (Romans 
10:17; Acts 15:7).  You must 
believe the gospel that assures 
us salvation through Jesus 
who is the risen Lord (Romans 
10:9, 10).  You must be willing 
to turn your life over to God 
through repentance (Acts 
17:30; Romans 2:4).  Those 
willing to live for God through 
repentance are ready for 
confession (Romans 10:9,10). 
  The person who confesses is 
baptized into Christ (Romans 
6:3, 4; Galatians 3:27).  In 
baptism, the believer is 
washed, sanctified, and 
justified (1 Corinthians 6:11).  
Christ saves the baptized 
person in baptism (1 Peter 
3:21). 
  If you believe that Jesus died 
for you and was resurrected, if 
you will repent and confess, 
then you can be baptized into 
Christ and be saved.  Come to 
Jesus today! 

SUNDAY 
Early Morning Worship……………....8 A.M. 
Bible School…………………….. …...9 A.M. 
Morning Worship…………………....10 A.M. 
Evening Worship………………….6:30 P.M. 

WEDNESDAY-MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY 
11 A.M. & 7 P.M. 

MENS’ & LADIES’ BIBLE CLASS 
5 P.M. (2nd & 4th Sunday) 

(September-May) 

MEETINGS & MINISTRIES 
Teachers’ Meeting……………………... …..9 A.M. 

(1st Saturday) 

Clothing Bank………………….…10 A.M.-12 P.M. 
(1st Saturday) 

Youth Fellowship Meeting……………. ….10 A.M. 
(2nd Saturday) 

Husbands & Fathers’ Support Group… ...10 A.M. 
(3rd Saturday) 

Young Adult Ministry……………………  6:30 P.M. 
(3rd Friday) 

WORSHIP TO THE 

SICK & SHUT-IN   

FOR THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER 

Brother Roy Oliphant 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP 
Will resume in 2021 

 

NURSERY DUTY 
Not Scheduled 

GREETERS 
Mary Terry 

      COMMUNION PREPARERS 
Mary Terry 

BAPTISMAL COMMITTEE 
Rosalyn Evans/Shirlene Murray 

Sherri Pilson 

COMMENTARY CORNER 

      Jesus assured them that their inability 
to see and hear had a goal. That goal dated 
to the days of Isaiah. And it was associated 
with an episode in that book that we are 
familiar with.  

Bible readers remember that in the year 
king Uzziah died, Isaiah saw the Lord, high 
and lifted up. Eventually, after Isaiah’s 
awareness of being undone, and God 
touching his tongue with coals from tongs 
from off the altar, Isaiah accepted a com-
mission to preach (Isaiah 6:1–8).  

Isaiah is informed on what he was to 
preach? And we might expect that the an-
swer would be that he should preach that 
people see the good way, that people 
changed their ways, that people returned to 

God. But God gives Isaiah the words that 
Jesus would use eight centuries later as he 
spoke to the people in parables.  

Isaiah is told, “Go and tell this people, 
Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and 
see ye indeed, but perceive not; Make the 
heart of this people fat, and make their ears 
heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with 
their eyes, and hear with their ears, and 
understand with their heart, and convert 
and be healed” (Isaiah 6:9–10). In short, 
Isaiah is being told that he should preach 
God’s way to the point that people hear  
the word and ignore it, cannot understand 
it, and refuse to respond to it. 

Isaiah is receiving a lesson in how the 
word can affect people to their detriment. 
People can become so insensitive to the 
word of God that they cannot understand it 

anymore. They can become so desensitized 
that the word does them no good. They can 
refuse so long that they cannot respond. 

Jesus engaged his disciples with this 
truth with the words: “Unto you it is given 
to know the mystery of the kingdom of 
God; but unto them that are without, all 
these things are done in parables: That see-
ing they may see, and not perceive; and 
hearing they may hear, and not understand; 
lest at any time they should be converted, 
and their sins should be forgiven 
them” (Mark 4:11–12).  

As we engage this text and context, we 
will invite men and women to understand 
that this text, out of parable form, has eve-
rything to do with audiology (hearing), car-
diology (the heart) and pomology (fruit) as 
one encounters the Word of God.  


