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COMMENTARY CORNER: GIVING SERIES 2020: “WHEN GRACE ABOUNDS—3: I 

HAVE ALL AND ABOUND” “Not because I desire a gift: but I desire fruit that may abound to your 
account. But  I have all and abound: I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the things which were 
sent from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God. But my God shall 
supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus”  (Philippians 4:17–19).   

J esus attempted to offer no unknown 
information when he spoke of foxes 

having holes and birds having nests. 
Those who had spent but little time on 
planet earth had observed that the fox 
naturally emerged from and returned to 
his hole. Similarly, the bird might fly high 
or low, might be perched on a branch or 
might skip along the ground, but its rest-
ing place, its place of abode was its nest.  
And people could point to where a partic-
ular fox and a particular bird eventually 
settled during the week.        
     Eventually, and ordinarily, Jesus might 
be expected to settle in a place where hu-
mans laid their heads. Particularly, there 
should have been an address associated 
with his usual whereabouts. There were 
certainly descriptions of where people 
lived in the New Testament.  

The blinded Saul was taken to a street 
called “Straight,” into the house of Judas 
(Acts 9:11).  Cornelius sent men to find 
Simon Peter who was lodging in Joppa 
with one Simon the tanner, one whose 
house was by the seaside (Acts 10:6). One 
would be safe to conclude that the place 
Judas laid his head was in Damascus on 
Straight street. The place where Simon 
the tanner laid his head was in Joppa by 
the seaside. But Jesus said about his living 
situation that the foxes had holes and 
birds of the air had nests, but the Son of 
man had not a place where he laid his 
head (Luke 9:58). This saying of Jesus has 
affected the way people view things like 
Christianity, temporality, and financial 
liberality.  
     One concludes correctly when he 
prompts others to understand that Chris-
tianity demands that we put our trust in 

God rather than in possessions in this 
world. One also speaks with understand-
ing when she reminds others that whatev-
er we have in this life is only temporal, 
both things and ourselves will pass away. 
There is some truth, too, in the belief that 
perhaps we can be liberal with our financ-
es because we cannot keep them to take 
them with us. But there is an important 
misunderstanding that often accompanies 
Jesus’s saying about where he laid his 
head.  
     When Jesus was approached by a per-
son assuring Jesus that he would follow 
him wherever he went, Jesus wanted the 
person to make sure that he understood 
that the ministry of Jesus was a ministry 
on the move.  Jesus stayed one place at 
one time, and another place thereafter; 
there was no certain place where he al-
ways laid his head (Luke 9:58).  It is im-
portant that this is understood because 
many have misunderstood Jesus to be 
making a statement about how poor he 
was as a Prophet, as a Shepherd, as a soon 
to be crowned King of kings and Lord of 
lords. This has been extended upon to see 
Christianity as an underfunded religion, a 
religion financially insolvent, barely hang-
ing on, near bankruptcy, especially when 
it might attempt to do what members are 
fond of saying is “too much.” We are do-
ing “too much,” is the reason we must 
continue to raise funds. Never mind that 
in the word of God the reason to raise 
funds is to do much! 
   Complicating believer’s misunderstand-
ing of the importance of having a liberal 
spiritual disposition related to financing 
the kingdom of God is their misreading 
of Paul’s words to the Philippians. Paul 

writes to them at a time when his dwell-
ing place is not where he would have cho-
sen to lay his head. He is in a Roman pris-
on writing to his brothers and sisters in 
Philippi (Phil 1:12-14). 

 Paul writes about what he has 
learned while serving in ministry. (And it 
seems that many children of God would 
want those who work in ministry to learn 
these same lessons as quickly as possible.)  
Paul’s words:  

“Not that I speak in respect of 
want: for I have learned in what-
soever state I am, therewith to be 
content. I know both how to be 
abased, and I know how to 
abound: every where and in all 
things I am instructed both to be 
full and to be hungry, both to 
abound and to suffer need.  I can 
do all things through Christ 
which strengtheneth me” (Phil 
4:11—13). 

Life in Christ, and particularly, minis-
try, taught Paul, (1) to be content; (2), to 
be abased; (3) to be hungry; (4) to suffer 
need—or so the teaching goes. And from 
this prejudiced list of the lessons Paul 
learned, believers extrapolate that the 
church is a place of being content with 
abasement, hunger, and suffering need.  

Church members are content to give 
in such a way that contentment with mea-
gre resources, continued abasement, and 
expected hunger are common place. But 
the persons reading Paul’s words this way 
have negligently read the text.  Paul not 
only speaks of a dark side, he also speaks 
of a bright side. 
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    In Deepest Sympathy 
We wish to express our deepest sym-

pathy to brother and sister Eric Nel-

son in the passing of Tamika’s uncle. 

May God continue to be with them 

during their time of bereavement.  

2020 THEME: “To Him Be Glory In The Church, By Christ Jesus...” (Ephesians 3:21) 

(11 Years) Kevin & Shundra McLaurin – 14th  
(45 years) Worth & Jacalyn McCloud – 20th   

(53 years) Joe & Mattie Wilson – 26th  
(23 years) Adolphus & Valarie Coplin – 29TH 

“FAITH, FRIENDS, & FAMILY” 
WEEKEND: MARCH 6TH - 7TH, 2020     
This coming weekend kicks off our spe-
cial event. Our program begins promptly 
at 7 p.m. Friday, March 6th. On Satur-
day, March 7th, registration will begin 
at 8:30 a.m. with Devotion at 9:25 a.m. 
followed by break out sessions. Our 
guest facilitators will be brother and sis-
ter Leroy Butler of Valdosta, GA. . We 
look forward to seeing you! 

 

The next Reading Safari to be 
announced. For any additional 
information please contact sister 

Felecia Caruthers at (336) 575-2972. 

NATIONAL TEACHERS’ WORKSHOP 
APRIL 16TH—18TH, 2020 

HOST CONGREGATION 
SHELDON HEIGHTS CHURCH OF CHRIST 

A SUFFICIENT CHRIST: AN EFFICIENT WORD IN 
AN INFFICIENT WORLD 

WEBSITE: WWW.NATIONALTEACHERSWORKSHOP.ORG 

LOCATION: NAPERVILLE, IL 

CHORAL ENSEMBLE: Calling all singers! Calling all singers! The Cho-

ral Ensemble of Carver Road is looking for enthusiastic singers to join our 

group in 2020. We are looking forward to participating in various events this 

year and we need your voice to help us reach our 2020 singing ministry goals. 

We meet each Tuesday night at 7 p.m. in the auditorium.  Come join us as we 

sing praises to Glorify our Lord and edify each other in the Spirit. Please con-

tact sister Alinda Gadson, Choral Director at (336)414-6586 if you are interest-

ed. 

CORNELIUS CORNER: If you served in the Southwest Asia or 

Afghanistan theater of military operations, you may suffer from illnesses or 

other conditions related to service in this region. Find out if you can get disa-

bility compensation or benefits. Go to www.va.gov/disability/eligibility for 

information. 

   MEN’S & LADIES’  
     BIBLE CLASS 
Sunday, March 8, 2020  

at 5 P.M. 

76TH ANNUAL NATIONAL 

LECTURESHIP OF THE 

CHURCHES OF CHRIST ~ May 
23rd-28th, 2020, THEME: The 
Eternal Purpose Hosted by Hilltop 

Church of Christ in Collaboration with 
Southside Church of Christ Orlando and Cen-
tral Florida Area Churches of Christ. Please 
visit the website for additional information and 
Online Registration at www.cocnl2020.com 
(Location: Orlando, Florida) 

          TEACHERS’ BANQUET 
Our Teachers’ Banquet will be held in the Frank 

W. Dulin Fellowship Hall Saturday, March 21, 

2020. During this time, we will be recognizing 

our Teachers for their great work in the Educa-

tion Department of Carver Road Church of 

Christ. We are looking forward to seeing all of 

our teachers. 4th, Worth McCloud;5th, Martica Dixon; 9th, 

Kecia McCloud; 10th,Delores Reaves; 13th, 

Theressa Witherspoon; 15th, Eshe John-

son;16th, Tonya Taylor; 18th, Johnny John-

son; 19th, Simon Johnson, Javar Jones; 20th, 

Katherine Eichleberger, Athenia Pouncey, Joey 

Taylor; 22nd, Jefferson Caruthers Jr.; 24th,  

Veronica Sides; 26th Meika Loyd; 28th, Ange-

la Weathers; 29th, Jefferson Caruthers, III 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

http://www.va.gov/disability/eligibility


PRAY THAT GOD LEADS US TO SOULS TO SAVE TODAY & THROUGH THIS WEEK 

    RESPONSIVE READING 
     1 John 1:3–8 

 

 

READER:  That which we have seen and heard 
declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship 
with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, 
and with his Son Jesus Christ. 
 

CHURCH: And these things write we unto you, that 
your joy may be full.  
 

READER:  This then is the message which we have 
heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, 
and in him is no darkness at all.  
 

CHURCH: If we say that we have fellowship with 
him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: 
 

READER: But if we walk in the light, as he is in the 
light, we have fellowship one with another, and the 
blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. 
 

UNISON: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
 

PRAYER 
 

Father in heaven, as You are light, we pray that we 
walk in the light, having fellowship with one another, 
and cleansed by the blood of Jesus. In the name of 
Jesus, we pray, Amen. 

ORDER OF WORSHIP  
8:00 A.M 

SONG LEADER                         Roy Oliphant           

SERMON                Richard Jones   

    
 

10:00 A.M. 
  
ANNOUNCEMENTS       Ron Jessup                 

INVOCATION      Walter Weathers Jr.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

SONG DIRECTOR                  Roy Izzard    

SCRIPTURE                   Adolphus Coplin      

RESPONSIVE READING    Cecil Oliver       

PRAYER      Howard Brown     

SERMON       Roosevelt Moss                                                                                                      
OFFERING                   Roy Oliphant             

LORD’S SUPPER                  Bernard Terry   

READER       Timothy Pilson 

CLOSING PRAYER      A. J. Crim   

GUESTS PRESENTATION                     
                

                                           6:30 P.M.  
  

ANNOUNCEMENTS      Ron Jessup              

INVOCATION                   Isiah Black   

SONG DIRECTOR      Andrew Jackson                                

SCRIPTURE        Juan Williams    

RESPONSIVE READING             Javar Jones    

PRAYER                   Richard Jones   

SERMON        Walter Weathers Jr.                                                                                                               
OFFERING       Bernard Wallace    

LORD’S SUPPER      Anthony Clinton   

CLOSING PRAYER      Ollie Carpenter   

GUESTS PRESENTATION        
                      

COMMUNION REFLECTION 

(JOHN 10:6) 
This parable spake Jesus unto them: but they under-
stood not what things they were which he spake unto 
them.  

USHERS 

Sis. Athenia Pouncey, sis. Meika Loyd, sis. Tamika 
Nelson, sis. Antoinette Leak, sis. Rashunda Richardson, 
bro. Derrick Hayes, sis. Sherri Pilson, bro. Isiah Black, 
bro. Howard Brown, bro. Reginald Nichols, bro. Randy 
Mayfield, bro. Juan Williams 

 SHEPHERD ON CALL FOR  MARCH    

Brother John Foxworth  
(336) 918-6359 

PRAYER REQUEST 

OUR SICK AND SHUT-IN  
sis. Immogene Bray, sis. Gloria Brown, bro. 
Harold Brown, bro. Frank W. Dulin, bro. 
Alvin Eaton, sis. Magdalene Fleming, sis. 
Jessie Hall, bro. Barry Harper, sis. Dorris 
Jones, bro. Amos Lewis, bro. Leroy Nelson, 

sis. Martha Reynolds, sis. Mattie Richardson   

 EVENING USHERS  
Braxton King A. J. Crim 

Tahjmel Brim Kobe Williams 

Andrew Jackson James Cherry 

Bernard Wallace Todd Woods 

Javar Jones Curtis Conner 

Sean Penn Tahjmel Brim 

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-John-1-3/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-John-1-3/
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https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-John-1-7/
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SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 

BAPTISMAL TEAM 

Bro. Anthony Clinton 
Bro. Thomas Loyd, Sr.  
Bro. George McNair 
Bro. Walter Weathers. Jr.  

ZONES 
ZONE #1 Capt. Bro. J. Wilson (661-1312) 
ZONE #4 Co-Capt. Bro. B. Terry (720-9694) 
ZONE #5 Capt. Bro. J. Gadson (650-9693) 
                Co-Capt. Bro. A. Rucker (924-5696) 
ZONE #7 Capt. Bro. J. Foxworth (924-5029)  
                 Co-Capt. Bro R. Oliphant (765-3105) 
ZONE #8 Capt. Bro. R. March (727-0052) 

Radio Broadcast Stations 
 Sundays @ 7:30 A.M.  
  Thursdays @ 3 P.M. 
        1340 AM 
       1400 AM 
       103.5 FM 

YOU CAN BE SAVED YOU CAN BE SAVED YOU CAN BE SAVED 

TODAY!TODAY!TODAY!   
   To be saved today, you must 
hear the gospel (Romans 
10:17; Acts 15:7).  You must 
believe the gospel that assures 
us salvation through Jesus 
who is the risen Lord (Romans 
10:9, 10).  You must be willing 
to turn your life over to God 
through repentance (Acts 
17:30; Romans 2:4).  Those 
willing to live for God through 
repentance are ready for 
confession (Romans 10:9,10). 
  The person who confesses is 
baptized into Christ (Romans 
6:3, 4; Galatians 3:27).  In 
baptism, the believer is 
washed, sanctified, and 
justified (1 Corinthians 6:11).  
Christ saves the baptized 
person in baptism (1 Peter 
3:21). 
  If you believe that Jesus died 
for you and was resurrected, if 
you will repent and confess, 
then you can be baptized into 
Christ and be saved.  Come to 
Jesus today! 

SUNDAY 
Early Morning Worship……………....8 A.M. 
Bible School…………………….. …...9 A.M. 
Morning Worship…………………....10 A.M. 
Evening Worship………………….6:30 P.M. 
 
WEDNESDAY-MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY 

11 A.M. & 7 P.M. 
 

MENS’ & LADIES’ BIBLE CLASS 
5 P.M. (2nd & 4th Sunday) 

(September-May) 
 

MEETINGS & MINISTRIES 
Teachers’ Meeting……………………... …..9 A.M. 

(1st Saturday) 
 
Clothing Bank………………….…10 A.M.-12 P.M. 

(1st Saturday) 
 
Youth Fellowship Meeting……………. ….10 A.M. 

(2nd Saturday) 
 
Husbands & Fathers’ Support Group… ...10 A.M. 

(3rd Saturday) 
 
Young Adult Ministry……………………  6:30 P.M. 

(3rd Friday) 

WORSHIP TO THE  

SICK & SHUT-IN   
 

FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH 

Brother Walter Weathers Jr.  

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP  
1st Diane Foxworth/Michelle Conner 
8th Wendy Thomas 
15th Tiffany Seawright 
22nd Marcella Kendall/Centrece Kendall 
29th Chanel Foxworth 
 

NURSERY DUTY 
1st Sherry Woods/Tabbatha Burgess 
8th Tamah Williams/D’Asia Williams 
15th Yolonda Crim/Brianna Crim 
22nd Edelina Oliphant/Sherri Pilson 
29th Sandra Jones/Tamika Nelson 

 

GREETERS 
1st Shuandra McLaurin/Tabbatha Burgess 
8th Mary Robinson/Willie Mae Cherry 
15th Alfreda Howell/Teresa Love 
22nd Alinda Gadson/Carol Weathers 
29th Edelina Oliphant/Meredith Boyd 
 

      COMMUNION PREPARERS  
Mary Robinson/Teresa Love 

 

BAPTISMAL COMMITTEE 
Diane Foxworth/Diane Blakely 

Wendy Thomas 

  COMMENTARY CORNER 
          
     Abasement, nakedness, and hunger can 
contribute to dark days and nights as a child 
of God. And through that darkness the child 
of God is content with the thought that God 
sees and can take care of His children’s 
needs.  But Paul does not leave his conversa-
tion there.   
   Paul’s life was not solely about abasement, 
he also learned the life of abounding. For 
moments of hunger there were also times 
when he knew what it was to be full. He not 
only had those times when there was need; 
there were also times when he had more 
than enough, he abounded (Phil 4:12). And 
in whatever situation he suffered, God gave 
him the strength to endure (Phil 4:13).  But 
what was Paul’s state when he was laying his 

head on a pillow in a Roman prison?  We 
should answer carefully, because this is the 
point that is often missed.  
    Paul has talked about joy and rejoicing 
(Phil 4:4).  He spoke throughout the letter of 
his own rejoicing. He rejoiced that the gos-
pel was preached, even though some 
preached with improper motives (Phil 2:16). 
He spoke of rejoicing if he were offered up-
on the sacrifice and service of the faith of 
the Philippians (Phil 2:17). He spoke of the 
true circumcision being those who worship 
God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, 
having no confidence in the flesh (Phil 3:3). 
He writes that the Philippians should rejoice 
in the Lord, always, and again, he said, re-
joice (Phil 4:4).  
   Through the centuries, commentators in 
the faith and out have marveled at this mag-

nificent attitude and spirit displayed by Paul. 
Let it be understood that what was founda-
tional to Paul’s faith, certitude, contentment 
and joy was his knowledge of a God of abun-
dance who provided abundantly.  
   Whatever else he might have been going 
through, in celebration we should read how 
he was then provided for: “But I have all, 
and abound: I am full, having received of 
Epaphroditus the things which were sent 
from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacri-
fice wellpleasing to God” (Phil 4:18). 
     Jesus did speak of foxes and birds, but 
he knew the Father provided more abun-
dantly for those who were far more valua-
ble than either. We live to share in that 
abundance provided to us and shared with 
the kingdom to the glory of God! 


