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                               DEVOTIONS IN THE GOSPEL OF MARK: A STUDY 
SERIES #16 “NEW LIFE: THE APPEARANCE, THE MESSAGE, BELIEF AND SALVATION” 
“Afterward he appeared unto the eleven as they sat at meat, and upbraide them with their unbelief and 
hardness of heart, because they believed not them which had seen him after he was risen. And he said unto 
them, Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:14-15).  

J esus was put to death by way of crucifix-
ion. Before being nailed to the cross, he 

endured a night of questioning, taunting, 
physical abuse and injustice. If ever there 
were a time for the innocent to declare 
that he would take no more, but would call 
his defenses for back up, the day of his 
crucifixion would have been that day.  

The Savior did not walk away from the 
taunting, the thorns, nor the scourging. He 
endured the cross, and taking his last 
breaths he implored the Father to forgive 
as his people did not know what they were 
doing (Luke 23:34). He hung his head and 
died. Not content with his apparent death, 
a solider pierced him in the side. He was 
already dead (John 19:33–34). 

Friends of Jesus agreed to take his 
body from the cross and give him a burial. 
One of those friends determined to give 
Jesus his tomb as a final resting place for 
his bones (John 19:38–42). The tomb was 
sealed (Matthew 27:64–66) and onlookers 
believed the fate of many was sealed.  

People were hurting when he died 
(Luke 23:28).  And one of the amazing 
things about life being taken is that often it 
appears that whoever takes a life does not 
consider that the living hurt. The living 
who cared lose a loved one. The living who 
were impacted by the death of a spouse, 
parent, brother or sister or friend go into 
mourning. Though they understand that 
courage demands that they go in with life. 

Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of 
James, and Salome, accepted that though it 
appeared that Mary’s baby had met a cruel 
end, they must go on (Mark 16:1). They 
would at least, however, make sure to do 
the decent thing to the body of Jesus. They 
bought sweet spices and determined that 
they would anoint the body of the Lord 
(Mark 16:1). 

Quite to their surprise, when they ar-

rived at the tomb the stone that covered 
the tomb, the stone they worried about, 
that stone had been rolled away (Mark 
16:4).  And in the tomb an angel assured 
them that though Jesus had been crucified, 
he was now raised from the grave (Mark 
16:6). The angel commissioned them to go 
and to tell the same to his disciples and 
Peter (Mark 16:7).  

We should state here that the Bible 
posts no FORBIDDEN signs when it 
comes to a woman sharing her knowledge 
and faith with others. These women were 
admonished to tell the disciples and Peter 
that Jesus was risen from the dead. Before 
his death, Jesus gives no word of discour-
agement to the woman who met him at the 
well and traveled to the city encouraging 
the men to come and see a man who told 
her all she ever did (John 4:28–29). During 
the days of the apostles there is no word of 
discouragement aimed at Priscilla as she 
partnered with her husband, Aquilla, to 
teach Apollos more completely (Acts 18:24
–28). It is necessary to note these truths as
many have attempted in our day to limit
women more than the Scripture and to
commission women beyond the Scripture.

Scriptures teach that women are not to 
usurp authority over the man, obviously 
speaking about the time of assembly (1 
Timothy 2:12). This is the time when men 
lead, but women must continue to cele-
brate opportunities away from the assem-
bly when they will share Christ’s salvation 
with others. It is the church’s pleasure to 
maximize the work of all of its members. 

What we discover further in our text is 
that not only did the angel speak, but Jesus 
also speaks to others after his resurrection.  
He reveals above all others that a new day 
would be possible for all of humanity. The 
former days of unfulfilled dreams, hopes, 
and promises. His appearances make this 
clear.  

Mark 16:9–17 reveals a structured pat-
tern of interactions, responses and com-
missions involving Jesus and others. The 
structure speaks first to an appearance 
(Mark 16:9, 12, 14). It speaks secondly to a 
message shared (Mark 16:10, 12, 14). The 
structure then manifests the responses of 
unbelief in those who heard the message 
(Mark 16:11, 12, 14). Finally, the structure 
reveals a call to salvation (Mark 16:15–16).  

After the angel shared the good news 
of the resurrection with Mary Magdalene, 
Mary the mother of James, and Salome, 
Jesus began to make appearances. He ap-
peared first to a woman out of whom had 
gone seven demons (Mark 16:9). How 
amazing it is that the woman who had suf-
fered under the influence of demons was 
now in conversation with the man who 
had conquered the prince of demons, Sa-
tan himself. She now knows that humanity 
is released from both earthly torment and 
damning death.  

Mary Magdalene ran with the story to 
those who had been with Jesus (Mark 
16:10). And they were mourning and 
weeping themselves. When the good news 
was shared, they believed not (Mark 
16:11). What a lesson we learn when we 
consider that being with Jesus, seeing his 
miracles, witnessing his power is no guar-
antee that persons believe the resurrection 
story. It is belief in the risen Christ that 
makes the difference.  

Jesus then appeared to two men who 
were walking into the country. (Mark 
16:12). They went and told the rest of the 
people. And the text says they did not be-
lieve (Mark 16:13).  In the first days of 
sharing the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
with others, the results were not good.  
Close associates believed not. 
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2020 THEME: “To Him Be Glory In The Church, By Christ Jesus...” (Ephesians 3:21) 

With Deepest Sympathy 
 

We wish to express our deepest 
sympathy to brother and sister 
John Foxworth and family in the 

loss of sister Foxworth’s cousin-in-law. 
May God continue to be with them dur-
ing this time.  

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keep Reading! For any additional infor-

mation please contact sister Felecia Caruthers 

at (336) 575-2972. 

ZOOM MEETING 
 

Our mid-week evening Bible study 
meets at 7:00 p.m. by Zoom. Please visit 
us on Facebook at Carver Road Church 
of Christ to find link to join in our bible 
study each Wednesday evenings. Bible 
lesson materials are made available 
through the church’s website listed be-
low. We look forward to seeing and 
meeting with you. 

www.carverroadchurchofchrist.org. 
 

FACEBOOK:  Take a moment to 
“like” and “follow” us on Facebook. 
Search for Carver Road Church of Christ. 
When sermons and virtual events an-
nouncements, and even our live Sunday 
services are posted and broadcasted live 
on our page, please be sure to comment as 
well as share on your personal page. 

1st, Indya Rucker; 2nd, James Floyd, Annette 

Nichols; 3rd, Tamika Nelson; 4th , Michael 

Mash, Sr., Jada Thomas; 5th, Eva Jones; 7th, 

Alinda Gadson; 10th, Cecilia Mash; 11th, Eric 

Nelson; 14th, George Leak; 15th, LeAngela 

Stewart; 16th, Beverly Wallace; 17th, Jai 

Caruthers, David Rice; 21st, Aliyah Coplin; 

22nd, Sherry Woods; 24th, Malachi Downing; 

26th, Twana Roebuck; 29th, David Ingram 

(37 Years) Jefferson & Felecia Caruthers - 17th    

(31 Years) Bernard & Mary Terry - 23rd  

Proverbs 3:5 
 

“Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; 
and lean not unto thine own understand-
ing.”  

New Year’s Fellowship 
 

Our New Year’s celebration will take 
place December 31st on Zoom. This spe-
cial event will be for one hour from 9:00 
p.m. until 10:00 p.m. We look forward to 
celebrating the end of 2020 with you. In-
formation to log in will be provided on 
Facebook and via email. If you do not re-
ceive emails, please send your name and 
email to: carverroadcoc@yahoo.com  

JANUARY 9, 2021 @ 10 A.M.  



PRAY THAT GOD LEADS US TO SOULS TO SAVE TODAY & THROUGH THIS WEEK 

    RESPONSIVE READING 
Revelation 6:8–13 

 

READER: And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and 
his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed with 
him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part 
of the earth, to kill with sword, and with hunger, and with 
death, and with the beasts of the earth. 
 

CHURCH: And when he had opened the fifth seal, I 
saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the 
word of God, and for the testimony which they held: 
 

READER: And they cried with a loud voice, saying, 
How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and 
avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? 
 

CHURCH: And white robes were given unto every one 
of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet 
for a little season, until their fellowservants also and their 
brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be 
fulfilled. 
 

READER:  And I beheld when he had opened the sixth 
seal, and, lo, there was a great earthquake; and the sun 
became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as 
blood; 
 

UNISON: And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, 
even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is 
shaken of a mighty wind. 
 

 PRAYER 
Father in heaven, our faith is fortified by the assurance 
that You provide white robes and rest to those who are 
faithful unto death. Strengthen us through these times. In 
the name of Jesus we pray, Amen.    

ORDER OF WORSHIP  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
8:00 A.M 

SONG LEADER                         Adolphus Coplin            

SERMON             Jefferson R. Caruthers Jr.  
     
 

10:00 A.M. 
  
ANNOUNCEMENTS    Cecil Oliver                

INVOCATION   Reginald Nichols                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

SONG DIRECTOR               Adolphus Coplin       

SCRIPTURE                Walter Weathers Jr.       

RESPONSIVE READING  Todd Woods        

PRAYER    Javar Jones        

SERMON              Jefferson R. Caruthers Jr.                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
OFFERING                Roy Oliphant                     

LORD’S SUPPER               Roy Oliphant      

CLOSING PRAYER   James Gadson        

GUESTS PRESENTATION                     
                

                                                 
                      

 

sis. Beverlon Green, sis. Crysenith Kirby, sis. Tabbatha 
Burgess, sis. Thomas, sis. Carol McDowell, sis. Beverly 
Wallace, bro. John Foxworth  

 SHEPHERD ON CALL FOR  DECEMBER     
 

Brother Roy Oliphant 

(336) 765-3105 

PRAYER REQUEST 

OUR SICK AND SHUT-IN  
 

sis. Beverly Crim, sis. Monique Curry, 
bro. Frank W. Dulin, bro. Alvin Eaton, 
sis. Magdalene Fleming, bro. Barry Har-
per, sis. Dorris Jones, bro. Amos Lewis, 
bro. Leroy Nelson, sis. Martha Reynolds, 
sis. Mattie Richardson, Bobby Robinson, 

sis. Carol Weathers  

COMMUNION REFLECTION 
(JOHN 11:7) 

 

Then after that saith he to his disciples, 
Let us go into Judea again.   
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SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 

BAPTISMAL TEAM 

Bro. Anthony Clinton 
Bro. George McNair 
Bro. Walter Weathers. Jr. 

ZONES 
ZONE #1 Capt. Bro. J. Wilson (661-1312) 
ZONE #4 Co-Capt. Bro. B. Terry (720-9694) 
ZONE #5 Capt. Bro. J. Gadson (650-9693) 

     Co-Capt. Bro. A. Rucker (924-5696) 
ZONE #7 Capt. Bro. J. Foxworth (924-5029)  

      Co-Capt. Bro R. Oliphant (765-3105) 
ZONE #8 Capt. Bro. R. March (727-0052) 

Radio Broadcast Stations 
 Sundays @ 7:30 A.M. 
  Thursdays @ 3 P.M. 

  1340 AM 
 1400 AM 
 103.5 FM 

YOU CAN BE SAVED YOU CAN BE SAVED YOU CAN BE SAVED 

TODAY!TODAY!TODAY!   
   To be saved today, you must 
hear the gospel (Romans 
10:17; Acts 15:7).  You must 
believe the gospel that assures 
us salvation through Jesus 
who is the risen Lord (Romans 
10:9, 10).  You must be willing 
to turn your life over to God 
through repentance (Acts 
17:30; Romans 2:4).  Those 
willing to live for God through 
repentance are ready for 
confession (Romans 10:9,10). 
  The person who confesses is 
baptized into Christ (Romans 
6:3, 4; Galatians 3:27).  In 
baptism, the believer is 
washed, sanctified, and 
justified (1 Corinthians 6:11).  
Christ saves the baptized 
person in baptism (1 Peter 
3:21). 
  If you believe that Jesus died 
for you and was resurrected, if 
you will repent and confess, 
then you can be baptized into 
Christ and be saved.  Come to 
Jesus today! 

SUNDAY 
Early Morning Worship……………....8 A.M. 
Bible School…………………….. …...9 A.M. 
Morning Worship…………………....10 A.M. 
Evening Worship………………….6:30 P.M. 

WEDNESDAY-MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY 
11 A.M. & 7 P.M. 

MENS’ & LADIES’ BIBLE CLASS 
5 P.M. (2nd & 4th Sunday) 

(September-May) 

MEETINGS & MINISTRIES 
Teachers’ Meeting……………………... …..9 A.M. 

(1st Saturday) 

Clothing Bank………………….…10 A.M.-12 P.M. 
(1st Saturday) 

Youth Fellowship Meeting……………. ….10 A.M. 
(2nd Saturday) 

Husbands & Fathers’ Support Group… ...10 A.M. 
(3rd Saturday) 

Young Adult Ministry……………………  6:30 P.M. 
(3rd Friday) 

WORSHIP TO THE 

SICK & SHUT-IN   

FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER 

Brother  George McNair 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP 
Will resume in 2021 

 

NURSERY DUTY 
Not Scheduled 

GREETERS 
Mary Terry 

      COMMUNION PREPARERS 
Mary Terry 

BAPTISMAL COMMITTEE 
Diane Foxworth/Diane Blakely 

Wendy Thomas 

COMMENTARY CORNER 

 Jesus makes a third appearance. This 
appearance is to the eleven (Mark 16:14). 
These would be the ones who were called in 
the beginning of his ministry (Mark 3:14–
19). These would be persons who walked 
two by two into cities and villages healing 
the sick and casting out demons (Mark 6:7). 
These would be the ones who walked with 
him and worked with him in the feeding of 
the five thousand (Mark 6:35–44).  

Among the eleven would be three who 
were with him when Jairus’s daughter was 
healed (Mark 5:37). There were the three 
who were with him on the Mount of Trans-
figuration (Mark 9:2). These would be the 
inner circle of Peter, James and John who 

witnessed what others did not (Mark 14:33). 
And among these three were two whose 
mother asked if they could sit on the right 
and left of Jesus (Mark 10:35–37). Observe 
what the text says about them. 

We read, “Afterward he appeared unto 
the eleven as they sat at meat, and upbraid-
ed them with their unbelief and hardness of 
heart, because they believed not them which 
had seen him after he was risen” (Mark 
16:14). What greater preparation could they 
have for taking a message to others who had 
not seen him after his resurrection? They 
would certainly know the challenge belief 
presented.  

The apostles were then commissioned 
to go to people who had not seen or experi-
enced what they did, to preach the gospel to 
them (Mark 16:15). And they needed to 

understand something. Though they had 
manifest an inability to believe, Jesus want-
ed these to understand the weight of the 
task they were assigned. Eternal destinies 
were at stake.  

Jesus states, He who believes and is bap-
tized shall be saved. He who believes not, 
like the apostles had not, like the residue 
had not, those would be damned (Mark 
16:16). The children of God are commis-
sioned today to remember that all have an 
opportunity to experience the life altering 
blessing of awakening to a new day and real-
ity in Christ Jesus. Let us then prepare our-
selves to share that the darkness is over and 
the dawn is here.  

 Let us know that obstacles have been re-
moved, heaven and earth are in agreement. 
Salvation and new life have come to humanity. 


