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COMMENTARY CORNER:  “A CHURCH FOR ALL AGES, WORLD WITHOUT 
END” #1 “Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, 
according to the power that worketh in us, Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus 
throughout all ages, world without end” (Ephesians 3:20–21).   

J esus left a comforting promise to the apos-
tles when he stated that he would be with 

them until the end of the world. Paul extends 
upon that promise when he spoke to the 
church at Ephesus. In that promise he writes 
in doxology form: “Now unto him be glory in 
the church by Christ Jesus, throughout all 
ages, world without end” (Ephesians 3:20–
21). Jesus commissioned the apostles to go 
and to participate in building the church of 
Christ. Paul stated that God would be glori-
fied in that church, throughout all ages, world 
without end.  

We need to be careful not to miss the 
truth conveyed. The church will always have 
relevance. It will be relevant in every age. It is 
still the responsibility of the church to be 
engaged, then, in the mission of taking the 
gospel to the world.  
     A few generations or so ago churches of 
Christ planned their calendars focusing on 
the need of hosting gospel meetings, attend-
ing gospel meetings of sister congregations, 
looking for ground to raise tents for tent 
meetings, training adults to do home Bible 
studies, showing home movies, emphasizing 
cottage studies, and a host of other activities 
focused on fulfilling the great commission of 
taking the gospel to all the world.   

Churches that have this kind of agenda 
today are considered to be out of touch with 
what is necessary to positively impact church 
members.  These churches would be consid-
ered churches that envision themselves as 
churches too tied to what worked in the past. 
    The generation of today plans around dif-
ferent agenda. One expects that churches 
must have athletic programs, benevolence for 
members, boy scouts for young men in the 
church, choral groups, support groups for 
husbands and wives, reading programs, teen 
programs, more inclusive youth programs, 
women’s and men’s classes, and whatever will 
engage the interest of its members, with less 
focus on winning people through direct ef-
forts like gospel meetings, area wide meetings, 
and even crusades. One need only to read the 

web pages listing church programs to under-
stand how important leaders understand 
these programs to be necessary to maintain 
our churches in today’s world 
    Another focus is on how to make maxi-
mum impact on the community, that is, to 
convince people in our communities that 
church members feel their hurt. This explains 
the emphases on community outreach pro-
grams.  A sensitive church must have soup 
kitchens and other feeding programs.  It must 
have programs focused on clothing neighbors 
who find themselves unable to clothe them-
selves.  A caring church will provide space 
and personnel to help those recovering from 
addictions.  Modern churches are in to day 
cares, schools, senior care, after school care, 
before school care, providing housing for the 
poor, job training, addiction recovery, and 
more recently, the church’s participation in 
bringing justice to society.   
       These are days much different from those 
when the emphasis was on training men to 
preach, supporting the spread of the gospel, 
taking the gospel where the church was not, 
building the Bible school hour, providing 
night services,  supporting schools that em-
phasized Christian values, and looking to 
have public discussion with those who dif-
fered in the faith. These are days when there 
is less reading and studying what God de-
mands and more reading and studying to see 
if God understands the difficulties believers 
face from day to day.  Readers look to discov-
er how and when God forgives and uses the 
divorced, rather than studying what is neces-
sary to keep marriages together. Church mem-
bers look for passages that speak less to absti-
nence, self-control, temperance, and judg-
ment to come, and more to passages that as-
sure of God’s love, forgiveness, grace, and 
mercy.  This is an approach that fails to recog-
nize that the same God who extends for-
giveness to the fallen is the One that can sanc-
tify, strengthen, and keep the believer from 
falling. 

  Why the change?  What factors contribute 

to our new emphases?  How much impact has 
society had on the church?  And how much is 
the church impacting society?  Are we now 
both in the world and of the world?  Are we 
now the religious darlings of our communi-
ties?  Has our turnabout in religious goals 
resulted in souls being won to Christ, the 
gospel being  preached where it has not been, 
souls being converted to the truth,  believers 
living more dedicated and purposeful holy 
lives, or have churches of Christ succumbed 
to allowing society to set its agenda?   Are we 
difference makers in our communities that 
lead others to Christ?  Or, are we just another 
religious group among many hoping to heal 
the hurts of our communities, cure social ills, 
and provide for the physical needs of our 
neighbors?  Has our mindset changed?  And 
how does our thinking compare to the think-
ing of persons a few generations removed?  
Further, have we become caught in the whirl-
wind battle between personal truth and objec-
tive truth? 

We begin answering these questions with 
the following observation: there can be noth-
ing new under the sun, and therefore no need 
for a different commission for the church.  
Ecclesiastes 1:9 is not simply momentary re-
flections by Solomon, but a construct for how 
the children of God view the world.    

What Christians must avoid is the 
thought that what is happening now is new 
under the sun. In men’s weekends, ladies’ 
programs and youth events, presenters often 
declare that people are in a situation that peo-
ple have not been in at any other time on 
earth.  The evidence of the Bible, even from 
the earliest beginnings (we have only to exam-
ine the book of Genesis), will not allow such 
an evaluation of our society. Consider the 
following: Where can one find so much emo-
tional abuse, murder, rape, lies, injustice, 
drunkenness, sexual deviation, gender abuse, 
swindling, senseless killing, genocide, and 
abandonment of God as in the book of Gene-
sis and beyond? 

    ~Continued 
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 With Deepest Sympathy 

We wish to express our deep-
est sympathy to brother and 
sister Thomas Blakely in the 

passing of sister Blakely’s brother. May 
God continue to be with them during 
their time of bereavement.  

2020 THEME: “To Him Be Glory In The Church, By Christ Jesus...” (Ephesians 3:21) 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

(39 years) John & Diane Foxworth—3rd 
(7 years) William & Regina Scott—11th  
(6 years) Joshua & Jasmine Caruthers—17th 
(24 years) Juan & Tamah Williams—17th  
(21 years) Ron & Fran Thomas—23rd 

Keep Reading! For any additional in-
formation please contact sister Felecia 
Caruthers at (336) 575-2972. 

Hebrews 13:8 

“Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and 
for ever.” 

4th James Covington, Diane Foxworth; 
5th Felecia Caruthers; 13th Micheal Cur-
ry; 15th Linda Burgess, Wanda Jones; 
17th Lillie Alford; 18th Ollie Carpenter; 
19th Anita Terry-McNair; 23rd Roy Oli-
phant; 24th Tameka Grimes; 25th Antho-
ny Washington; 30th Veronica Black; 31st 
Amber Reaves, Artis Rucker 

ZOOM MEETING 
Our mid-week evening Bible study 
meets at 7:00 p.m. by Zoom. Please 
visit us on Facebook at Carver 
Road Church of Christ to find link 
to join in our bible study each 
Wednesday evenings. Bible lesson 
materials are made available 
through the church’s website listed 
below. We look forward to seeing 
and meeting with you. 

www.carverroadchurchofchrist.org. 

“But I trusted in thee, 
O LORD: I said, Thou 
art my God.”  

~Psalms 31:14 



PRAY THAT GOD LEADS US TO SOULS TO SAVE TODAY & THROUGH THIS WEEK 

    RESPONSIVE READING 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

8:00 A.M 
SONG LEADER Andrew Jackson    
SERMON Jefferson R. Caruthers Jr.  

10:00 A.M. 

Gerald Sarpy * 

Adolphus Coplin †

Patrick Worthey * 

Roy Oliphant † 

Gerald Sarpy * 

Adolphus Coplin † 

Javar Jones †

Richard Jones †

Gerald Sarpy *

Ricky Williams *

Adolphus Coplin †

Shelton Gibbs III *

Gerald Sarpy *

Shelton Gibbs III *

Walter Weathers Jr

Corey Miles *

Adolphus Coplin †

Joe Wilson †

Jason Moseley *

Gerald Sarpy *

Jason Moseley*

 Jefferson R. Caruthers Jr. 

OPENING SONGS

OPENING REMARKS/PRAYER

RESPONSIVE READING 

SONG DIRECTORS

USHERS 

bro. John Foxworth, sis. Hazel Gordon 
sis. Athenia Pouncey, sis. Twana Roebuck 
sis. Linda Burgess, sis. Bobby Robinson 

sis. Willie Mae Baker, bro. & sis. Cloys Cecil Sr. 
bro. & sis. George Leak 

 SHEPHERD ON CALL FOR  OCTOBER   

Brother Roy Oliphant 

(336) 765-3105

PRAYER REQUEST 

OUR SICK AND SHUT-IN 

 sis. Gloria Brown, sis. Beverly Crim, 
bro. Frank W. Dulin, bro. Alvin Eaton, 
sis. Paula Evans, sis. Magdalene Flem-
ing, bro. Barry Harper, sis. Dorris 
Jones, bro. Amos Lewis, sis. Lillie Nel-
son, bro. Leroy Nelson, sis. Delores 

Reaves, sis. Martha Reynolds, sis. Mattie Richardson, 
sis. Bobby Robinson, sis. Carol Weathers  

 EVENING USHERS 
Braxton King Kobe Williams 

Tahjmel Brim A. J. Crim 

Andrew Jackson Bernard Wallace 

Javar Jones Sean Penn 

Curtis Conner Todd Woods 

Tahjmel Brim James Cherry 

* Greenville Avenue † Carver Road

SCRIPTURE

PRAYER

SONG SELECTION 

LORD’S SUPPER

SONG SELECTION 

SPEAKER INTRODUCTION 

SERMON 

INVITATION SONG 

REMARKS

PRAYER REQUESTS

OFFERING

SONG SELECTION 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CLOSING SONG 

CLOSING PRAYER

Revelation 2:18–23 

READER: And unto the angel of the church in 
Thyatira write; These things saith the Son of God, who 
hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his feet are 
like fine brass; 

CHURCH:  I know thy works, and charity, and 
service, and faith, and thy patience, and thy works; and 
the last to be more than the first. 

READER:  Notwithstanding I have a few things 
against thee, because thou sufferest that woman 
Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach 
and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, and 
to eat things sacrificed unto idols. 

CHURCH: And I gave her space to repent of her 
fornication; and she repented not.  

READER: Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and 
them that commit adultery with her into great 
tribulation, except they repent of their deeds. 

UNISON: And I will kill her children with death; 
and all the churches shall know that I am he which 
searcheth the reins and hearts: and I will give unto 
every one of you according to your works. 

 PRAYER 
Father in heaven, we pray that we purge ourselves of 
any false teachers. Prepare us to celebrate the 
opportunity to be judged according to our works. In the  
name of Jesus we pray, Amen.  

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Jude-1-15/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-2-18/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-2-18/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-2-18/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-2-18/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-2-19/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-2-19/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-2-19/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-2-20/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-2-20/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-2-20/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-2-20/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-2-20/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-2-22/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-2-22/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-2-22/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-2-23/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-2-23/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-2-23/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-2-23/


SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 

BAPTISMAL TEAM 

Bro. Anthony Clinton 
Bro. George McNair 
Bro. Walter Weathers. Jr.  

ZONES 
ZONE #1 Capt. Bro. J. Wilson (661-1312) 
ZONE #4 Co-Capt. Bro. B. Terry (720-9694) 
ZONE #5 Capt. Bro. J. Gadson (650-9693) 
                Co-Capt. Bro. A. Rucker (924-5696) 
ZONE #7 Capt. Bro. J. Foxworth (924-5029)  
                 Co-Capt. Bro R. Oliphant (765-3105) 
ZONE #8 Capt. Bro. R. March (727-0052) 

Radio Broadcast Stations 
 Sundays @ 7:30 A.M.  
  Thursdays @ 3 P.M. 
        1340 AM 
       1400 AM 
       103.5 FM 

YOU CAN BE SAVED YOU CAN BE SAVED YOU CAN BE SAVED 

TODAY!TODAY!TODAY!   
   To be saved today, you must 
hear the gospel (Romans 
10:17; Acts 15:7).  You must 
believe the gospel that assures 
us salvation through Jesus 
who is the risen Lord (Romans 
10:9, 10).  You must be willing 
to turn your life over to God 
through repentance (Acts 
17:30; Romans 2:4).  Those 
willing to live for God through 
repentance are ready for 
confession (Romans 10:9,10). 
  The person who confesses is 
baptized into Christ (Romans 
6:3, 4; Galatians 3:27).  In 
baptism, the believer is 
washed, sanctified, and 
justified (1 Corinthians 6:11).  
Christ saves the baptized 
person in baptism (1 Peter 
3:21). 
  If you believe that Jesus died 
for you and was resurrected, if 
you will repent and confess, 
then you can be baptized into 
Christ and be saved.  Come to 
Jesus today! 

SUNDAY 
Early Morning Worship……………....8 A.M. 
Bible School…………………….. …...9 A.M. 
Morning Worship…………………....10 A.M. 
Evening Worship………………….6:30 P.M. 
 
WEDNESDAY-MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY 

11 A.M. & 7 P.M. 
 

MENS’ & LADIES’ BIBLE CLASS 
5 P.M. (2nd & 4th Sunday) 

(September-May) 
 

MEETINGS & MINISTRIES 
Teachers’ Meeting……………………... …..9 A.M. 

(1st Saturday) 
 
Clothing Bank………………….…10 A.M.-12 P.M. 

(1st Saturday) 
 
Youth Fellowship Meeting……………. ….10 A.M. 

(2nd Saturday) 
 
Husbands & Fathers’ Support Group… ...10 A.M. 

(3rd Saturday) 
 
Young Adult Ministry……………………  6:30 P.M. 

(3rd Friday) 

WORSHIP TO THE  

SICK & SHUT-IN   
 

FOR THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 

Brother Bernard Terry  

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP  
Will resume in 2021 

   

 
 
 

NURSERY DUTY 
Not Scheduled 

 

GREETERS 
Mary Terry 

 

      COMMUNION PREPARERS  
Mary Terry 

 

BAPTISMAL COMMITTEE 
Rosalyn Evans/Shirlene Murray 

Sherri Pilson 
 

COMMENTARY CORNER  
 
Adam blames Eve for his shortcoming 

(Genesis 3:12). Cain murders Abel (Gen. 4:8). 
Lamech is involved in senseless killing (Genesis 
4:23). Man’s thoughts are evil continually in 
Noah’s day (6:1ff.).  Noah, himself, gets drunk 
(9:21). Ham gazed on his father’s nakedness 
(9:22).  Abram lies about his wife (12:12, 13). 
There is homosexuality and sexual deviation in 
Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 19:8). Jacob 
deceives and swindles (27:12). Dinah is raped 
when she goes out to visit other women (34:5). 
Jacob’s sons, Simeon and Levi, deceive and 
murder exercising genocide on those who raped 
their sister (34:25). Tamar is lied to by Judah, 
and then, father in law sleeps with daughter in 
law, believing he is with a harlot (38:11).  

Joseph is despised by his brothers, sold into 
slavery, falsely accused, forgotten about and not 

given the chance to be with family through the 
years of his young adult life (37 - 39).   
       What more can be introduced into sin and 
misery than these? If you are considering, know 
that Nabal liked to drink until drunk (1 Samuel 
25:36), Israelites boys were targets for destruc-
tion in Egypt (Exodus 1:16), the harlot Rahab 
lived in Jericho (Joshua 2:1). Tamar is raped 
and David’s whole family is upset (2 Samuel 
13:6).  
    We make a mistake when we approach each 
other with the thought that we are experiencing 
sin, turmoil, mistreatment, abuse and life differ-
ent from those we read about in the Bible. In 
addition, we offer people an explanation for 
failure inconsistent with the teaching of God’s 
holy word.   

If I am experiencing suffering, mistreat-
ment, and temptation, such as has not been 
seen before, then how can I be expected to re-
pent of sin, marry as opposed to live with a ma-

te, work to keep my marriage together, fight 
against addictions, have patience with others, 
and love my enemies?  Classes on healing grow 
in proportion to a decrease in classes on allow-
ing God to work in us.  And there is no answer 
for our difficulties if there is no objective truth, 
no standard, no word from God that we are 
commanded to consider and obey. 

Jesus made a promise to the apostles that 
was not intended to end with the death of the 
apostles. He promised to be with them always, 
until the end of the world. Even now Jesus 
must be understood as partner to the church. 
Even now we must believe that Jesus has provid-
ed mission and purpose to those who live in 
every age. Even now, too, we must continue to 
consider that God is glorified in the church and 
the work of the church, by Christ Jesus, world 
without end.  

 

                                            (Continued) 


