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COMMENTARY CORNER:  DEVOTIONS IN THE GOSPEL OF MARK: A STUDY 
SERIES. #2 “JESUS HAS BEEN THERE, IN THE WILDERNESS”  “And immediately the 
Spirit driveth him into the wilderness. And he was there in the wilderness forty days, tempted of 
Satan, and was with the wild beasts; and the angels ministered unto him” (Mark 1:12–13).   

J esus is often accused of being one 
among many unbelievable heroes who 

lived in an ancient world. He is docu-
mented to have a story similar to persons 
who experienced miracle births, who 
were themselves miracle workers, healers, 
and persons who rose from the dead. He 
is thought to have enjoyed popularity, 
and a wide acceptance of his message. 
Jesus does have similar stories, but the 
differences are as expansive as heaven is 
from earth.  

We begin observing differences by 
acknowledging that Jesus comes as fulfil-
ment of a long history of prophecy, 
prophecy that is referenced in Mark 1:2–
3. This prophecy envisioned the Lord 
coming after being announced by his 
forerunner (Mark 1:4).  His coming is for 
the purpose of returning God’s children 
to him (Mark 1:5). His coming is an affir-
mation of God’s ability to see the future 
(1 Peter 1:2). His coming is evidence of 
the greatest love humanity has ever 
known (John 3:16). 

Equally significant to his coming is 
what he comes to do. Unlike fanciful 
miracle workers recorded in history and 
admired for their incomparable healing 
powers, Jesus came, not to glorify him-
self, but to glorify the name of his Father 
(John 12:28). Once, and only if, the Fa-
ther is glorified did Jesus also receive glo-
ry (John 17:5).   

Jesus not only came for the Father, 
but he came for humanity. His work was 
ultimately to bring humanity into unity 
with the Father and the Son (John 17:20
–21). The unity rested on sanctification 
grounded in truth (John 17:17). The 
work of Jesus was a work of justification, 
reconciliation, and justification (1 Corin-

thians 6:9–11). What we have done is 
put insurmountable difference between 
the truth of the gospel and miracle work-
er stories.  

The miracle worker stories ultimately 
end with admiration of whoever was sup-
posed to have resulted from a virgin 
birth. The story of Jesus is one where 
Jesus is indeed born of the Holy Spirit, 
worked wonders among humanity, and 
rose from the dead. But the work of Jesus 
was a work of suffering for humanity, 
doing for humanity what humanity could 
not do for itself. The work of Jesus was a 
work of compassion and suffering. The 
work of Jesus invited men and women to 
have faith in God, even as the Son of 
man demonstrated faith in God. The 
work of Jesus was to encourage, enable, 
and empower men and women to do 
what he did. 

We take comfort, then, realizing that 
every step we are invited to take, every 
sacrifice we are advised to make, every 
victory we will eventually celebrate fol-
lows what Jesus has already done.  

We insert with this thought this reali-
zation, while people are fond of assuring 
us of their identification with hurt, disap-
pointment, confusion, heartache and 
pain with the words, “I have been there,” 
Jesus is the one who has really been 
there.  

Our text focuses us on the truth that 
when it comes to being separated, isolat-
ed, displaced, led into uncomfortable 
circumstances, to being in the wilderness 
with only God and heaven as your 
strength, Jesus has been there. The KJV 
reads about him, “he was there in the 
wilderness.” The word, “there” is sup-
plied in this version, though absent from 

others like the New American Standard 
Bible and the New International Ver-
sion, but the understanding supplied is 
understood just the same: Jesus knows 
the wilderness, the desert, the aloneness 
that we often experience as children of 
God. Jesus has been there. And it was 
necessary for Jesus to overcome his wil-
derness experience so that we would 
overcome ours. Let us notice some truths 
about this wilderness experience that 
separates Jesus as a true Savior from the 
false ones about whom we often hear.  

First, Jesus goes into the wilderness 
after experiencing the real life event of 
baptism at the hands of John the Baptist, 
in the real and recognized today, Jordan 
river (Mark 1:9). What is significant 
about this event is that John the Baptist 
was not seeking to perform a miracle in 
this baptism, but to fulfill the word of 
God. The text observed: “And many re-
sorted unto him, and said, John did no 
miracle: but all things that John spake of 
this man were true” (John 10:41). The 
life and work of Jesus is attested to by a 
contemporary of Jesus, who himself was 
recognized as a true witness.  

Second, Jesus goes into the wilder-
ness after hearing of how he pleased the 
Father, that he was God’s beloved Son 
(Mark 1:10–11). The student of the word 
should understand that if Jesus were fo-
cused only on himself, this confirmation 
from heaven would have fulfilled what 
Jesus needed to do on earth. God him-
self attested to his significance. But, 
again, Jesus has a work of reconciliation 
to perform. No one in history is said to 
have come with this purpose in mind.  
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2020 THEME: “To Him Be Glory In The Church, By Christ Jesus...” (Ephesians 3:21) 

 

In Deepest  
Sympathy 
 

Our deepest sympathy 
goes out to the following 

members and their families in the 
passing of their loved ones:  brother 
and sister James Cherry in the passing 
of sister Willie Mae Cherry’s sister, 
sister Marleshia Young and brother 
Johnny Johnson in this loss of their 
aunt as well.  
      Sister Tionna Johnson loss of her 
grandmother and sister Claudette El-
dridge loss of her nephew. May God 
continue to be with each family dur-
ing their time of bereavement.  

2nd, Jamar Foxworth; 4th, Geraldine 

Jackson, Bernard Terry, Latoya Reid; 5th 

Trena Wilson; 10th Carol Weathers; 

15th Sydney Johnson; 16th Crysenith Kir-

by; 17th Barbie Jones; 19th Meredith 

Boyd, Chava Mash; 20th Magdalene 

Fleming; 23rd Valarie Coplin; 25th 

Breanna Hall; 28th Kendra Scott; 30th 

Courtney Massey, Monique Curry 

 

(60 years) Joseph & Beverly Crim– 16 th  

  CORNELIUS CORNER 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keep Reading! For any additional in-

formation please contact sister Felecia 

Caruthers at (336) 575-2972. 

ZOOM MEETING 
 

Our mid-week evening Bible study 
meets at 7:00 p.m. by Zoom. Please 
visit us on Facebook at Carver Road 
Church of Christ to find link to join 
in our bible study each Wednesday 
evenings. Bible lesson materials are 
made available through the church’s 
website listed below. We look for-
ward to seeing and meeting with 
you. 
 

www.carverroadchurchofchrist.org. 

 

The VA will begin conducting exams again at certain VA 
Medical center. To find which locations are opening go 
to benefits.va.gov/compensation/claimexam.asp 

http://benefits.va.gov/compensation/claimexam.asp


PRAY THAT GOD LEADS US TO SOULS TO SAVE TODAY & THROUGH THIS WEEK 

    RESPONSIVE READING 
Jude 15–20 

 

READER: To execute judgment upon all, and to 
convince all that are ungodly among them of all their 
ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, 
and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners 
have spoken against him. 
 

CHURCH:  These are murmurers, complainers, 
walking after their own lusts; and their mouth speaketh 
great swelling words, having men's persons in 
admiration because of advantage. 
 

READER:  But, beloved, remember ye the words 
which were spoken before of the apostles of our Lord 
Jesus Christ; 
 

CHURCH: How that they told you there should be 
mockers in the last time, who should walk after their 
own ungodly lusts.  
 

READER: These be they who separate themselves, 
sensual, having not the Spirit. 
 

UNISON: But ye, beloved, building up yourselves 
on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, 
 

PRAYER 
Father in heaven, while there are mockers around us, 
strengthen us to continue to build up ourselves in our 
most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost.  In the 
name of Jesus, we pray,  Amen. 

ORDER OF WORSHIP  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
8:00 A.M 

SONG LEADER                                 James Gadson   

SERMON             Jefferson R. Caruthers Jr.  
     
 

10:00 A.M. 
  
ANNOUNCEMENTS                        Cecil Oliver             

INVOCATION           Reginald Nichols                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

SONG DIRECTOR                       Adolphus Coplin  

SCRIPTURE                        Todd Woods     

RESPONSIVE READING          Walter Weathers Jr. 

PRAYER            Richard Jones   

SERMON              Jefferson R. Caruthers Jr.                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
OFFERING                        Bernard Terry             

LORD’S SUPPER                       Roy Oliphant        

CLOSING PRAYER           James Gadson  

GUESTS PRESENTATION                     
                
                      

COMMUNION REFLECTION 

(JOHN 10:30) 
I and my Father are one. 

USHERS 

sis. Athenia Pouncey, sis. Shagail Reed 
 sis. Carol Weathers, sis. Marleshia Young 
sis. Tionna Johnson, bro. Reginald Nichols 

sis. Veronica Black, bro. William Scott 
bro. Walter Weathers,  bro. Jefferson Caruthers 

 SHEPHERD ON CALL FOR  AUGUST    

Brother Roy Oliphant 
(336) 765-3105 

PRAYER REQUEST 

OUR SICK AND SHUT-IN  
 
sis. Gloria Brown, sis. Beverly Crim, bro. 
Frank W. Dulin, bro. Alvin Eaton, sis. 
Paula Evans, sis. Magdalene Fleming, 
bro. John Foxworth, bro. Barry Harper, 

sis. Dorris Jones, bro. Amos Lewis, bro. Leroy Nelson, 
sis. Martha Reynolds, sis. Mattie Richardson   

 EVENING USHERS  
Braxton King Kobe Williams 

Tahjmel Brim A. J. Crim 

Andrew Jackson Bernard Wallace 

Todd Woods James Cherry 

Curtis Conner Tahjmel Brim 

Javar Jones Sean Penn 
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SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 

BAPTISMAL TEAM 

Bro. Anthony Clinton 
Bro. Thomas Loyd, Sr.  
Bro. George McNair 
Bro. Walter Weathers. Jr.  

ZONES 
ZONE #1 Capt. Bro. J. Wilson (661-1312) 
ZONE #4 Co-Capt. Bro. B. Terry (720-9694) 
ZONE #5 Capt. Bro. J. Gadson (650-9693) 
                Co-Capt. Bro. A. Rucker (924-5696) 
ZONE #7 Capt. Bro. J. Foxworth (924-5029)  
                 Co-Capt. Bro R. Oliphant (765-3105) 
ZONE #8 Capt. Bro. R. March (727-0052) 

Radio Broadcast Stations 
 Sundays @ 7:30 A.M.  
  Thursdays @ 3 P.M. 
        1340 AM 
       1400 AM 
       103.5 FM 

YOU CAN BE SAVED YOU CAN BE SAVED YOU CAN BE SAVED 

TODAY!TODAY!TODAY!   
   To be saved today, you must 
hear the gospel (Romans 
10:17; Acts 15:7).  You must 
believe the gospel that assures 
us salvation through Jesus 
who is the risen Lord (Romans 
10:9, 10).  You must be willing 
to turn your life over to God 
through repentance (Acts 
17:30; Romans 2:4).  Those 
willing to live for God through 
repentance are ready for 
confession (Romans 10:9,10). 
  The person who confesses is 
baptized into Christ (Romans 
6:3, 4; Galatians 3:27).  In 
baptism, the believer is 
washed, sanctified, and 
justified (1 Corinthians 6:11).  
Christ saves the baptized 
person in baptism (1 Peter 
3:21). 
  If you believe that Jesus died 
for you and was resurrected, if 
you will repent and confess, 
then you can be baptized into 
Christ and be saved.  Come to 
Jesus today! 

SUNDAY 
Early Morning Worship……………....8 A.M. 
Bible School…………………….. …...9 A.M. 
Morning Worship…………………....10 A.M. 
Evening Worship………………….6:30 P.M. 
 
WEDNESDAY-MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY 

11 A.M. & 7 P.M. 
 

MENS’ & LADIES’ BIBLE CLASS 
5 P.M. (2nd & 4th Sunday) 

(September-May) 
 

MEETINGS & MINISTRIES 
Teachers’ Meeting……………………... …..9 A.M. 

(1st Saturday) 
 
Clothing Bank………………….…10 A.M.-12 P.M. 

(1st Saturday) 
 
Youth Fellowship Meeting……………. ….10 A.M. 

(2nd Saturday) 
 
Husbands & Fathers’ Support Group… ...10 A.M. 

(3rd Saturday) 
 
Young Adult Ministry……………………  6:30 P.M. 

(3rd Friday) 

WORSHIP TO THE  

SICK & SHUT-IN   
 

FOR THE MONTH OF AUGUST 

Brother Micheal Curry 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP  
   

2nd  Kendra Scott/Tiffany Seawright 
9th  Meika Loyd 
16th Diane Foxworth/Michelle Conner 
23rd Teresa Love 
30th Leah Adkins/Chanel Foxworth 
 
 

NURSERY DUTY 
Not Scheduled 

 
 

GREETERS 
Mary Terry 

 

      COMMUNION PREPARERS  
Mary Terry 

 

BAPTISMAL COMMITTEE 
Lillie Holmes/Wanda Jones 
Regina Scott/Shanita Green 

 

COMMENTARY CORNER  
 
     Third, Jesus is driven into the wilderness 
by the same Spirit who descended in the 
form of a dove. What we have at this point 
in the realization that God the Father, Jesus 
Christ, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are all 
engaged in the purpose of bringing men and 
women to salvation. The will of heaven was 
to prepare Jesus to be a Savior who saves to 
the uttermost (Hebrews 7:25).  

Fourth, though John baptizes, the Spirit 
descends, and the Father commends, Jesus is 
driven into the wilderness and is tempted by 
Satan (Mark 1:13). Know this, the tempta-
tions are to show us that with the help of 
God, wherever we go in life, Jesus inspires 
victory, because Jesus was there and has 
been there.  

Jesus has been where we often find our-
selves. Jesus has been there, in the wilder-
ness, separated from people who care. Jesus 
has been there, in the wilderness, where 
both our flesh and our souls have been 
made hungry. Jesus has been there, in the 
wilderness, where our successes in life are 
offered to us by taking the easy way out, the 
way of non-suffering, a way that excludes 
God. Jesus has been there, in the wilderness, 
where the temptation has been to believe 
that one can get some glory for himself, that 
God is in the way, that if God really cared 
he would give me what I want without the 
wilderness, without the sacrifice, without the 
suffering, without the hunger, without the 
temptation.  

Jesus was there in the wilderness. Jesus 
has been where we are led. And his victory is 

to assure us that though we go through wil-
derness experiences in life, by the power of 
God, we can overcome.  

Let us understand as a final observation 
that Jesus is not a Savior come into the 
world who calls us to do what he has not 
already done. His work was not just to focus 
on how great God was in his life, but how 
great God looks to be in our lives.  

The salvific work of Jesus, promised in 
prophecy, fulfilled in his birth, life, death, 
and resurrection is not just another story, it 
is the salvation story. And the gospel records 
this story to provide us all with the assurance 
that God is able to plan our salvation, pro-
tect our faith, and provide us eternal fellow-
ship with him in glory. We are thankful, 
then that Jesus was there in the wilderness 
to show us the way.  


